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Unveiling Edmund James Coote’s memorial to Bass and Flinders at Wattamolla in 1938
[Source:NSW State Archives]

What link does the MD of jewellery company, Angus & Coote, have with Wattamolla? (See story page 12)

MINDFUL OF THE PAST — FOCUSED ON THE FUTURE

EMAIL: shirehistory@gmail.com SSHS WEBSITE: www.shirehistory.org
FACEBOOK: Sutherland Shire Historical Society
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Tynan Motors is one of Sydney's oldest established family
companies established in 1966 and have a proud history
of business and community support in the Sutherland Shire.
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SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

THE SOCIETY
The SSHS has a proud tradition stretching back more than 50 years and is an entirely volunteer and not-for-profit
organisation. Over the years the Society has taken on the responsibility of recording and preserving local history so
that Shire residents can learn more about our past.

WRITING FOR THE BULLETIN
Since its beginning, the Society has fostered the skills of local writers and their work is recorded in the Bulletin —
copies of which can be accessed in Sutherland Shire Library Local Studies room. Members and non-members are
invited to submit material for future editions and although we give local history priority, we are happy to accept
stories on Australian history generally. We ask that you quote your sources and acknowledge any material used as
well as obtaining permission from authors. Any enquiries contact the Editor: Elizabeth Craig at
elizabeth.craig@y7mail.com or phone 0416 234 272.

Digital copies of the Sutherland Shire Historical Society Inc Bulletin are emailed to all Society members with online
access. Print copies are sent free to members with out online access. Digital copies are also emailed to all Shire
council libraries, the Mayor, Shire General Manager, all Councillors, the Royal Australian Historical Society, National
Trust of NSW, NSW State Library, National Library of Australia, University of Sydney, University of NSW, State Rail
Authority, Australia Post Archives, Sydney Water Board Historical Research Unit and Shire high school libraries.
Issues from September 1966 are also posted on the SSHS website: www.shirehistory.org

COPYRIGHT
Copyright for material appearing in this publication remains the property of the individual writers and, apart from any
fair dealing for the purposes of private study, research, criticism or review, as permitted under the Copyright Act, no
part may be reproduced by any process without the written permission of the author. All enquiries should be made
to the Secretary.

REGISTRATION
SSHS BULLETIN — ISSN 1444-2930 (from February 2000); ISSN 2652-0400 (Online) (from May 2019)
Society publications are registered with the National Library of Australia in accordance with International Standard
Serial Numbering and have an ISSN or ISBN number.

SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETINGS
Monthly meetings are held on the THIRD Saturday of each month at 1.30 pm (except December) — at Stapleton
Centre, 3A Stapleton Avenue, Sutherland (near the library). We welcome visitors to hear our guest speakers, mix
with local history enthusiasts and share afternoon tea and a chat.

SUTHERLAND SHIRE MUSEUM
Our museum is located in the Sutherland Memorial School of Arts, 23 East Parade Sutherland (on the western side
of Sutherland Railway Station).

Aside from the Christmas—New Year period, the Museum is open on each Saturday from 9am to 1pm and contains
some gems of Shire history and a fine collection of old photographs. For schools and other groups requiring a
special tour at other times: contact the Curator, lan Kolln on 9528 3094 or iankoliIn@yahoo.com.au.

DONATING MATERIAL.: If you have items of historical significance for Sutherland Shire, we welcome their donation
to the museum to keep for posterity. If you do not wish to part with items, we would appreciate having copies of
documents and photographs. Temporary loans for specific periods are also welcome. Cash donations and
sponsorship assist us to improve the museum and perhaps you can keep the museum in mind when planning your
estate.

CONTACTING THE SOCIETY
All correspondence and membership enquiries should be addressed to The Honorary Secretary,
Sutherland Shire Historical Society. PO Box 389. Sutherland. NSW. 1499

Alternatively, email us at shirehistory@gmail.com




SOCIETY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 2018-2019
ELECTED MEMBERS

PATRON: Shire Mayor, CIr Carmelo Pesce

PRESIDENT Bruce Watt 0405 493 187 watto51@optusnet.com.au
DEPUTY PRESIDENT lan Kolln 9528 3094 iankolln@yahoo.com.au
SECRETARY/PUBLIC OFFICER* Don Rothnie 0409 820 815 bardon@bigpond.com.au
HONORARY TREASURER Creo Moore 0425 226 405 creoaus@gmail.com
MUSEUM CURATOR lan Kolln 9528 3094 iankolln@yahoo.com.au
(Assistant) Peter 9523 5375 peter_mo@ihug.com_au
Moore
MUSEUM ARCHIVIST & RESEARCHER | Carol McDonald 9528 5122 jmcdonald@optusnet.com.au
(Acting)
PUBLICITY OFFICERS Frank Zumbo 0417 213 768 mr.frank.zumbo@gmail.com
BULLETIN EDITOR Elizabeth Craig 0491 096 642 elizabeth.craig@y7mail.com
ONLINE ADMINISTRATOR Creo Moore 0425 226 405 creoaus@gmail.com
GRANTS OFFICER Don Rothnie 0409 820 815 bardon@bigpond.com.au
COMMITTEE MEMBERS Peter Moore 9523 5375 peter_mo@ihug'com.au
Helen Rosner 8539 7707 hmrosner@bigpond.com
Carol McDonald 9528 5122 jmcdonald@optusnet.com.au
Greg Jackson 9543 6224 greg.jackson100@gmail.com
Angela Thomas a.badger@optusnet.com.au

APPOINTED MEMBERS

ASSISTANT SECRETARY Carol McDonald 9528 5122 jmcdonald@optusnet.com.au

BULLETIN PROOF READER Merle Kavanagh 9521 1043

MUSEUM COMMITTEE Peter Moore, Bruce Watt, Carol McDonald, Ineke Niewland, John Doherty

EXCURSIONS BOOKING CLERK Vacant

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE Pauline Curby 9523-8814 pcurby@iprimus.com.au
Elizabeth Craig elizabeth.craig@y7mail.com
lan Stewart brucedale.124@bigpond.com
Liz Adams 0428 6981 liz.adams.au@gmail.com

HERITAGE WEEK LIAISON OFFICER | Helen Rosner 8539-7707 hmrosner@bigpond.com

SCHOOLS LIAISON OFFICER Elizabeth Craig Bruce Watt — 0405 493 187

WELFARE OFFICER Gloria Hans 9589-0251

HONORARY SOLICITOR Michael Solari

AT THE AGM IN SEPTEMBER
ALL POSITIONS WILL BE VACATED AND ELECTIONS HELD

If you are interested in nominating for any position and wish more information,
please don’t hesitate to contact an Executive Committee member



SSHS CALENDAR: SEPTEMBER - NOVEMBER 2019
(See website: www.shirehistory.orq for updates)

DATE

MEETING MUSEUM
1.30pm, 3™ Saturday in month 9.00am-1.00pm Saturdays
Stapleton Centre Sutherland Mem. School of Arts

23 East Parade, Sutherland

AUGUST Sat

17th

SSHS MEETING

Speaker: Dennis and Stephen Burns, descendants of William Burns, an original
settler in Caringbah, will be speaking about the family timber business, Burns’
Timber Yard established in 1910.

SEPTMBER | Wed

4th

EXCURSION

A visit to the lllawarra Bee Keepers bee garden and museum at Waratah Park, 98
Eton St., Sutherland. Our guide will be SSHS member, Dr Lamorna Osborne. Meet
at the facility at 9.30am. The tour will include morning tea and honey will be
available to purchase. Waratah Park is a 10-minute walk from Sutherland Station,
but if you need transport contact Creo Moore — 0425 226 405.

Please advise at the August meeting if you wish to attend this excursion.

SEPTMBER | Sat.

21st

SSHS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Speaker: Stephen Ward, Heritage Centre Manager for Woolworths will speak on
the history of the retailer (dating from 1924), and specifically Woollies history in
the Shire, commencing in 1956.

OCTOBER | Sat.

19th

NOVEMBER | Sat.

1 6TH

SSHS MEETING
Speaker: Pauline Curby, author and historian, will speak on the 1919 Influenza
Epidemic

SSHS MEETING
Speaker: George Cotis will continue his wonderful talk on Fish, Fishing and
Fisheries in Port Hacking

MUSEUM

Please refer to the roster located at the Museum and at meetings.
If you are unable to attend at your allocated time, please make private arrangements

to swap your roster time

Wecome to new members Maureen Goddard and Kim Hatherly. We look forward to
seeing you at Society events — meetings, excursions and if you want to get more involved
— say join a committee or volunteer at the Museum, you’d be welcomed with open arms!
We could also do with some new blood on the Executive Committee to inject some fresh
energy and new ideas. Please talk to existing members for more information before the
AGM in September if you are interested.

SOCIETY NEWS




ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

THIS NOTICE IS ISSUED ON BEHALF OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MEMBERS ARE ADVISED THAT THE AGM AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND
COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR 2019-2020 WILL BE HELD ON
SATURDAY 21t SEPTEMBER 2019
COMMENCING AT 1.30PM
STAPLETON CENTRE, 21A STAPLETON STREET SUTHERLAND

P P N N N N N N N N N N

eeeeeececeececeeceeceeecececececeeceeceeeeceeeeeeeeeee
1. WELCOME, ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO COUNTRY AND APOLOGIES

2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF THE 2018 AGM

3. ADOPTION OF ALL ANNUAL REPORTS FOR 2018-19 FROM THE EXECUTIVE

COMMITTEE AS PUBLISHED IN THE AUGUST 2019 BULLETIN.

4. ADOPTION OF THE FINANCIAL REPORT AND BALANCE SHEET FOR 2018-19 AS

PUBLISHED IN THE AUGUST 2019 BULLETIN.

5. PRESENTATION BY OUTGOING PRESIDENT.

6. MOTION TO ADOPT THE MODEL CONSTITUTION PROVIDED BY FAIR TRADING NSW
Should the foregoing motion be accepted, the terms iHonoraryi will be removed from all
positions and the Executive will comprise the President, Vice-President, Treasurer and
Secretary with three committee members being elected. All other positions will be deemed
as sub-committees and shall be appointed as required.

7. ELECTION OF OFFICERS:

PRESIDENT

DEPUTY PRESIDENT

HONORARY SECRETARY/PUBLIC OFFICER
HONORARY TREASURER

COMMITTEE MEMBER 1

COMMITTEE MEMBER 2

COMMITTEE MEMBER 3

If Motion above is not accepted, then the following will also be elected
MUSEUM CURATOR
HONORARY RESEARCH OFFICER/ARCHIVIST
EXCURSIONS OFFICER
BULLETIN EDITOR
HONORARY PUBLICITY AND PROMOTIONS OFFICER
ONLINE ADMINISTRATOR
GRANTS OFFICER
COMMITTEE MEMBER 4

8. AGM GENERAL BUSINESS

THIS NOTICE IS GIVEN IN AUGUST 2019 DON ROTHNIE, SECRETARY



PRESIDENT(S REPORT

BRUCE WATT

There is much to
celebrate and much to
contemplate about the
year in review. Other
than the traditional
museum, Bulletin and
monthly meetings, the
Society is involved in
many aspects of the
Shirefs historical and cultural scene.

Three books produced this year are legacy
items. Kareela - lucky and liveable, Dharawal,
the first contact people, and another, still in
production about Cookis visit to Botany Bay in
1770 are major additions to the areais
understanding of our history. Our quarterly
Bulletin also is a permanent record of our past
with contributions from a variety of our
members. The editions from the past 53 years
are now on our website and a searchable index
by combining the three existing ones is being
produced.

Through the direction of the Sutherland Shire
Council and various Aboriginal groups, the
Sutherland Shire identifies as being iDharawal
countryl, Dharawal being the language of the
local Indigenous people. The Society proudly
participates in the NAIDOC celebrations held in
July each year at Gunnamatta Park and the
(Meeting of two culturesi commemoration at
Kurnell on April 29 each year. Our museum
exhibits pay homage to the Aboriginal heritage
of the Shire. Late last year the Society
commissioned Dean Kelly, an Aboriginal elder
to construct a bark canoe for our display.
Deanis smoking ceremony and moving
explanation of Indigenous culture was a
feature of the canoeis dedication attended by
an appreciative crowd at the museum. A
significant collection of local Aboriginal objects
gathered over the 20™ century in the Shire was
given on semi- permanent loan to the museum.
The other half of this (Fred Matsoni collection is
in the Local Studies collection at Sutherland
Library. A rare Aboriginal breastplate; {Tommy

chief of the Woronora Tribef, was purchased at
auction and takes pride of place. The
interactive tkioski or computerised data base is
up and running with content being added.

The Society took part in two initiatives for
Seniorts week which featured a photographic
display and in another, a film was produced
during the workshops. A grant through Craig
Kellyis electoral office has enabled a memorial
to soldiers serving in the armed forces from the
Shire to be erected in Peace Park at
Sutherland.

During the year several school and Probus
groups visited the museum and talks were
given at schools and at other venues. Museum
boxes that schools can borrow have been
popular in demonstrating how technology,
especially in the home has changed. A
calendar for 2019 was produced.

A campaign to halt or forestall the demolition of
a significant historic house (Hotham House)
was waged through Council with members
successfully arguing to place a heritage order
on it. As development continues apace, much
of the Shirefs built heritage is being lost.

Councilis decision to expand theatre space in
the Sutherland Memaorial School of Arts means
that we are being permanently moved out and
we must vacate by November. We have been
made offers at several sites, though none are
satisfactory for our needs. Negotiations are
continuing. One possibility, if nothing
satisfactory arises is to imothballi the collection
in storage until a suitable site becomes
available. An Expression of Interest has been
submitted on a building at Hungry Point. It is
remote and would need a lot of work. Our
preference is for a location near to Sutherland
in an accessible spot. We have accepted an
offer of grant funding from Museums and
Galleries to assess our collection and provide
curatorial advice on display. Members have
been cataloguing our collection and a number
of ifindsi have been brought to light.



So there have been many successes. However
we end the year with a great deal of uncertainty
about the future of the museum. On a positive
note, we have booked Club on East for the
opening night of the Heritage Festival in 2020
and for the all-day (Cooki seminar the following
day T April 18 (which will be a major
contribution to the 2020 commemoration of
Lieutenant James Cookis arrival in Botany
Bay). Cook could not have imagined the
country that could have grown up around
Botany Bay or the impact of colonial settlement
on Aboriginal people.

On a fun side, members enjoyed two trips
further afield. One was to Canberra and
another to Nowra. These are in addition to the
more local field trips and walks that are on
offer. | wonit thank all those who keep this
organisation afloat with the many activities that
we provide. Itis a bit like a duck swimming
calmly on the water. What we donit see are the
legs paddling strongly underwater. Over the
last year or so there have been several new
members who have energetically joined in. The
next 12 months will be an interesting ride. Weid
love to hear from new faces willing to lend a
hand. It is rewarding.

FROM THE EDITOR(S DESK

ELIZABETH CRAIG

This has been a milestone year for the Bulletin.
After 53 years it has gone digital. In the early
days it was a team effort to produce the
magazine every quarter. Initially, articles were
typed manually on to stencils by the editor and
then run off on a Gestetner printer. Later they
were typed directly on to paper and the Council
collated and stapled the pages together T quite
a job as we had 300 members at one stage!
Doug Archer remembered with fondness the
mulberry wine that was distributed to
volunteers to make this process less onerous.
Envelopes were addressed and stamped,
stuffed with Bulletins and carted to the Post
Office for delivery to members.?

Nowadays articles, along with images, are
submitted to the editor by email, and after
editing (with writer approval) and formatting
they are placed in order, given page numbers
and converted to a single PDF document. After
proof reading by Merle Kavanagh and
correcting, the Bulletin is emailed to members.
For those members with no email account, we
send the PDF to a printing company (Council
no longer prints the Bulletin for us), where it is

“90/NI431 /HISHI-SNA 2F 2020 tl-aly iKS Thad pn &SI 27
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printed and envelopes addressed ready for
collection and postage.

Indexes are essential for easy access to such
a wealth of local history material, and two
earlier indexes created for the printed versions
(1966-1985 and 1986-2006) will be merged
with the latest (2007- ) online version. This is
an enormous job and we are currently seeking
quotes from indexers to do it.

We have had some wonderful articles on the
Shirefs history, most of them original research
which will not be found anywhere else. | am
very proud to be associated with a publication
such as the SSHS Bulletin, and | thank all
writers for their contributions, especially those
who keep up a steady stream for consideration.
You know who they are as their names keep
cropping up! | look forward to many more from
you, and also would very much welcome some
new blood. Variety makes for more interesting
reading.

If you have an idea for an article, but need
some encouragement, please contact me!



SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ABN 17 083 299 572

PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2019

2019 2018
INCOME
Advertising S 600.00
Calendars S 506.00
Member Subscriptions S 3,630.00 $ 3,230.95
Donations s 1,129.75 S 1,820.30
Sales Books: S 401.90
Kareela S 13,766.71
Other S 508.00
Grants/Special projects S 17,979.50 $ 24,622.56
Excursions S 485.00 5 5,092.65
Miscellaneous S 2,631.25
$ 41,23621 $ 35,168.36
Interest received
CBA Cheque account S 0.35
CBA Term Deposit S 272.62
St George Term Deposit P B S 230.88 263.71
; S 41,467.09 $ 35,705.04
»
. LESS: EXPENDITURE
Museum Expenses S 5,173.90 §$ 2,444.52
Bank Fees S 15.00 $ 17.00
Book exp S 7,053.56
calendars $ -7 T+ 460,00
Marketing = S 329.12
Equipment Purchases $ #),914.06
Excursions S 44010 S 4,435.51
Rent S 1,023.83 $ 725.00
yStationery & postage ., = s 619.50 $ 788.48
Subscription & Licences S ! 263.00 $ 543.00
Insurance , S 321.00 S 469.00
Bulletin printing and postage S = 1,90435 § 1,878.48
Website and kiosk S 3,860.40 S 284.00
General expenses S 2,081.43 $ 772.36
Special projects $ 8,327.50 S 28,962.29
Adjustment i S 58.55
. S 34,457.63 S 41,707.31
NET OPERATING PROFIT(LOSS) $ 7,009.46 -$ 6,002.27
Retained profits at the i
beginning of financial year ' S 19,951.35 § 25,953.62

Retained Profit at the end of Financial year 2018 - 2019 $ 26,960.81 $ 19,951.35




SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

ABN 17 083 299 572
BALANCE SHEET
AS AT 30 JUNE 2019
CURRENT ASSETS 2019 2018
CBA Cheque Account S 2,087.29
Unpresented cheques
St George Term Deposit $ 9,285.06 S 9,054.18
IMB Everyday Unlimited Account S 17,525.75 § 8,695.73
Petty Cash S 150.00 $ 114.15
$ 26,960.81 $ 19,951.35
Ec;iuity
Retained Earnings
Current Year Earnings S 19,951.35 § 25,953.62
5 & s 7,009.46 -$ 6,002.27
Balance as at June 2019 5 26,960.81 $ 19,951.35
DECLARATION

"The Management Cothinitte declares that the association is not a reporting entity and that this
is a special purpose financial report. '

The Committee of the association declares that:

1. the financial statements as set out on pages 1 & 2 present fairly the association's financial position
as at 30 June 2019 and its performance for the year ended on that date.

2. inthe Committee's opinion there are reasonable grounds to believe that the association will be
able to pay its debts as.and when they become due and payable.

This declaration is made in accordance with a resolution of the Committee.

/
/
President E}«-M— /L/W Secretary / 1%4“@
F i / e

Date ’0/7/}‘0’7 Date {0/7’/'20/9




MUSEUM REPORT

PETER MOORE

The main concern for the Museum is still
the Sutherland Shire Councilis (SSC)
demand that we vacate the Memorial
School of Arts by November. Negotiations
with the SSC have been ongoing with
another offer placed before us of the
Sylvania Heights Baby Health Centre.
This offer is again deemed to be
unsatisfactory due to its remote location
and size. There is also an offer from the
SSC for some help with curating and
cataloguing our exhibits. This work is to
be carried out by Museums and Galleries
NSW assistance through their Regional
Museum Advisor Program. Council say
they will match funding with Create NSW
to a value of $7000, to assess our
collection and provide advice on curating
it.

Although the SSC has made a number of
offers of other locations for our Museum
we have not stopped looking ourselves,
and hopefully something will come from
these efforts. Our President Bruce Watt
has continued to negotiate with a number
of entities for a new location more suitable
than those proposed by the SSC. He has
certainly been on the case continuously
even though he has been in severe pain
after his motor bike accident. We all owe
him a great deal of thanks.

The attendance at the Museum has been
pleasing, averaging between ten and
thirteen per week during the last quarter.
There is still one Museum Box out on loan
to the Taren Point Primary School, which

10

has been there for some months and is
still being used by the staff as an aid to
teaching.

During all this turmoil with the SSC life
goes on at the Museum. Dedicated SSHS
members have been establishing a
catalogue of the Museumis contents. A
small team of ladies has come together to
compile the catalogue - Creo Moore,
Elizabeth Carr, Floriana Camper, Joan
King and Carol McDonald. These ladies
are doing a wonderful job, especially as
many of the exhibits are not already
labelled. As well as being the keeper of
the Museum roster John Doherty has
been collating the information and
photographs gathered by the ladies. They
are all doing a fantastic job and in the end
we will have a starting point for the next
step in bringing our collection up to
standard.

Besides helping with the cataloguing,
Carol McDonald is also still trying to keep
the office up to date with new information
and photographs coming in all the time.
The task at times seems to be like one of
the Labours of Hercules: when one thing
is completed two more tasks arrive on the
desk.

Finally, I would like to thank all the
volunteer guides who attend every
Saturday, especially some of the older
hands who have been able to assist the
ladies with the identification of some of the
mystery items.



SECRETARY(S REPORT

DON ROTHNIE

As usual the secretary is confined to mundane
encapsulation of growth in membership, which
has a glimmer of growth and regrettably, due
to those who are aging, departing persons.
Maybe you know some of these we are losing
and can offer them transport.

Our current activities are directed to rehousing
the museum due to the Councilis plans to
expand the School of Arts. Currently options
provided are not attractive for our needs.

With the upcoming AGM you will find that a
motion will be lodged suggesting that the

Where issues develop that by-laws cannot
cover, the constitution itself has to be
restructured. The Model Constitution presents
a framework for todayis organisations and can
also be supplemented with by-laws should you,
the membership, accept them in General
meetings. If you wish | can email it to you.

In finalising this report let me encourage you to
understand that the Historical Society, whilst
not returning to the current premises at the
School of Arts, will remain an operating and
progressive  organisation capturing and
promoting our Shire history and the people who

Model Constitution provided by Fair Trading
NSW be adopted. Our current constitution
having been developed over the past 50 years
is not appropriate for todayis organisations.

contributed to its growth. You are part of this
society and we look forward to your continued
support in the coming year.

Vale

Bernard Sargeant - SSHS foundation member
11 July 1932 T 25 May 2019

Bernard Sargeant arrived in Australia from the UK in 1960 and was appointed Chief Librarian at
Sutherland Library. In April 1966, Bernard attended the first meeting of Sutherland Shire Historical
Society. He took on the role of Society archivist until 1976 when he returned to the UK for an extended
visit. His successors at the library continued as archivist with SSHS until 2001 when more accessible
technology meant the Society didnit rely as much on the Library for research, etc.

Bernard developed the local history collections for both the Library and the Society. He asserted that
the advent of the SSHS generated much more interest in local history in the community. The Society
lacked secure storage space for its collection and accessibility to researchers, so Bernard facilitated
the agreement to hand over its documents and photos to the custody of the library in 1974. They were
returned to SSHS in 2015 when President Bruce Watt secured room at Hungry Point to store them.

As a librarian, Bernard commanded much respect and admiration. He set high standards of service
to readers and built a comprehensive reference and loan collection. On his return to Australia he set
up an index to Shire newspapers and Council Minutes before working for Marrickville Library from
1983 to 1991. Bernard is described by his colleagues as a man of integrity whose personal standards
were higher than most. This is borne out by his insistence in recent years of paying the annual SSHS
fee, even though he had been given honorary life membership for his contribution in its first 15 years.

Bernard lived in Sutherland and though he was not an active member of SSHS after his return to
Australia, he enjoyed receiving the Bulletin. He died in a local nursing home after a short illness.

With thanks to Helen Mc @nald and Karen Pender, Sutherland Library.

MM



WATTAMOLLA T HISTORICAL FACTS YOU MAY NOT KNOW
STEPHANIE BAILEY

Written for Sutherland Shire Library Series :Loc &History |ocal Stories
Published on 26 J ne 2019 and a vers dn republis kbd here with permission of author.

1 L s
Wattamolla then and now i in the early 1900s and 2019 [Photo: Stephanie Bailey ]
[Sutherland Shire Libraries6Local Studies Collec ibn]

During peak s mmer periods Wattamolla regularly attrac € more than 4,000 v s tors a day, making it
one of the mos popular destinations in the Royal National Park.? Activ eSutherland Shire res dents
and touris g flock to this ac cseible and breathtakingly beautiful ¢ as dl site to s wn, s orkel, fish and
bus Walk, as well astoins pc and c as der some of the enduring Aboriginal engrav rigs and middens
loc #&d in the Park nearby. Others ¢ me jus to relax and enjoy a beac tpic it with friends and family
along Wattamolla& placd s breline. But this typic 8y s eene bus hs #ing is also a place that has
s g dined c antless dev a dting tragedies amazrig es cpas and more than a few unex pc é¢d events
and episodes And if different dec 9 ans had been made at key moments throughout history, then the
lands cpe at Wattamolla today would be ¢ mpletely unrecognisable fromthe s pc dc lar naturalv § &
whic hcontinues to inv te and intrigue s anany.

What a gem!

When the large ex pns eof bus hand that is now known as the Royal National Park was dedic &d in
April 1879, the ¢ astal area at Wattamolla was not incorporated.? This was bec as e etions of land
around the lagoon had already been s @ off to priv & owners.® In 1910, the Crown managed to
purc hs éack 28 ac es and this portion was added to the National Park on 3 Augus .t But there were
s itl two blocks loc #ed to the wes tand s ath that remained out of gov enment ¢ atrol. Prior to the
dedic #on in 1879, this land i around 40 ac es i was granted to a s gdicate with the initial intention
of mining the area.®> Ownership eventually ¢ Bnged hands and in the early 1920s thes eoc an
frontage blocks were offered to the National Park Trus .t However, due to the ex es @ price
demanded, not only did the Trust dec ihe the offer, but the Gov enment of the day was als gout off
buying.® Had it not been for the fortunate intervention of a generous benefac dr, then these c astal
bloc k at Wattamolla would, in all likelihood, have been s bdiv ded into half-ac & plots and ¢ o eed
with newly erec ¢d weekend c tages.



The c hritable gentleman in question was
Edmund J anes Coote, Managing Direc ar of
the well-known jewellery company, Angus
and Coote.

When Edmund Coote bec ame aware of the
looming dev ®pment s tuation at Wattamolla,
he mov d to purchase the two privately-
owned bloc K outright so that the estate might
be pres eved for posterity. In Dec enber 1933,
Coote pres ated his 40 ac es of property to
el the National Park Trust and, onc dhe trans dr
1900 map showing the three bloc & at Wattamolla [detail]  Of title was finalised in February 1935, this
NSW Department of Lands (1900), Parish of Wattamolla, County land was integrated into the National Park.” In
‘é‘;scgmbécingn LNaSn\?V ﬁirsgcgs of Liverpool and Campbelitown, qq gnition of this liberal ges ure, the stream

running through the bush to Wattamolla Falls
was named Coote Creek. A memorial, s tuated on the high ground at the head of Wattamolla lagoon,
was also erected. This s ructure took the form of a 21 metre tall flagpole affixed with a wide c os s
s pr, risng from a base ¢ as fuc &¢d of smooth-fac d s ads dane mas ary. In the ¢ atre was arais d
bloc kwhic hcarried two ¢ eimemorativ etablets.® [See image of the unveiling of the memorial, front
cu €

Thes edays, only the bas eof the memorial remains as the plaques had to be remov d s me years

ago for their own protection. But when it was first unveiled in 1935, this monument bore a tribute to

Edmund Coote, as well as to three 18" ¢ atury British ex fprers i Matthew Flinders George Bas s
and the doybMartin, who were aboard their small open boat, Tom Thumb in Marc hL796 when they

found themselv 8 in heavy seas jus ts ath of Sydney. J st as they believed their bark could not

s wive another ten minutes they were suddenly thrown by the wav e into the ¢ &n waters of a well

s Bltered beach on a ¢ we. They thought to call it Prov dential Cov ebut later learned that the loc &
Aboriginals called it Watta-Mowlee.®

Sadly, it does 1 take too ex hustiv ea s arch through old i as well as more rec at i newspaper
¢ tumns to find numerous reports of tragic drownings heartbreaking dis apearanc s, and atroc dus
injuries s gtained by unluc i visitors to this popular loc #on. And yet Matthew Flinders may well hav e
been onto s mething back in 1796, becaus e number of the esc pes andres ces that hav eocc wed
at Wattamolla ¢ ald eas Iy be des dbed as ¢orov dential.6

Three locals on a day's fishing
On Tues dy 18 June 1935, the Sy dey Morning Herald reported:

A destroyer and an Air Force dlane will cooperate today in a search for a s mall motor launc hwith
three men aboard, whic hhas not been sighted since it left Cronulla on Sunday morning. All
yesterday a search was conducted by sea and from the air for the missing ¢ aft, which, itis thought,
has been blown out to sea by strong westerly winds.0

Two days earlier, at around 10am on Sunday 16 J ne, Edward Arthur Park e John Lync hand J a k
Sanders left Gunnamatta Bay for a day®& fishing outs de the Cronulla heads There was a s rong wind
blowing, the water was rough and the 5.5m launc hthey were embarking in had neither s #ds nor a
¢ &ain, but the trio were k en and experienced fishermen and s ahey ¢ bs €o head out regardles s .
That turned out to be a huge mistake. Come s ndown, the three men had still not returned and s o
their increas ngly anx aus relativ e notified Cronulla polic eThe s arc thegan at onc eA police boat
s eoff to s cuo the area, but due to the ¢ bppy and dangerous oc an conditions, the would-be
MO



res oers were prevented from leav rig Port Hacking. The Navigation Department, too, s &to work and
s at radio ins ruc ibns to all coas dl vessels to k ep watc Hor the s ricken launch and its oc cpants ,
but without s o ess.!! As the already chilly ev aing des cnéled into a bitterly cold night, ev eyone
hoped that the men were s &ly s kltered in a cove or bay somewhere along the coas .tThis was not
thec a e

The nex tday the hunt ¢ atinued 7 by land, by sea and by air. Indeed, more than 2,500 s gare
kilometres of ocean to the s ath and east of Sydney was ¢ @ eed. It was i until late afternoon on 18
J ne, Cronulla Polic ewere informed that wreckage of a launc Hitting the des dption of the mis &g
boat had been found on Marley Beac H around 6.5k msouth of Gunnamatta Bay. dt is now almos t
C eain,6the Sy dey Morning Herald reported, dhat the three men who set out from Cronulla on a
fis Ing ex crsian on Sunday morning have been drowned.6Yet in s fie of this dis ress ng news the
friends and relatives of the los fis Brmen refus d to giv eéhem up for dead.*?

At 2am the following morning, Harry Cunningham, a cous n of Edward Park e drov elown the almost
impassable road to Wattamolla (whic hwas still under cons ruction) and searched along the ¢ ast.
Although he found no s gn of the mis $1g men, Cunningham remained ¢ avinc d that they were still
alive.!® Later that day he returned with Mars hll Rus schk, a Sutherland garage proprietor, and
together they kept on looking. The two had walked some dis dnc d@hrough dens esc ub near the c iff
edge when Russ a kstopped and peered ov ethe prec pice. There on a narrow ledge, way down
below, were the three mis s1g men: ex husted, famished, only partially dress €, entirely c hled to the
bone after three long day suddled together on the freez rig, s arm-s ept cliff-face; but s itl very much
alive. Whilst Rus ac kept watc hat the ciff top T and helpfully threw ¢ bc tate and c dgarettes down
to the grateful fishermen 1 Cunningham das kd off to get help. Fortunately as stance was f too far
away, albeit by one of the roughest routes imaginable.**

About eight k s inland from Wattamolla was the Public Works Department Camp No.2.15 Stationed
here was a gang of relief work es i mostly unemployed former First World War s @iers i hired to
c as ruc & new road to Wattamolla, whic tad just been offic ally incorporated into the National Park
thanks to Mr Coote.'® On Cunninghamd arrival, a rescue party was swiftly organis d. With ropes
s e ted, a group of relief workers boarded a lorry, then drov es quickly as pos $le down the boulder-
s rewn, pot-holed old track Ax e were needed to c dar a path through the prac itally impenetrable
bus hThe lorry bec ane bogged s & eal times and once the party waded through an icy ¢ eek; but at
las the resc ers reac bd the ciff top. Then began the terrifying and haz adous job of hauling the
trapped fishermento s é&ety.

The three men 1 first Park e nex tLync hand finally Sanders i s e wed thems & e as bes they
¢ ald with a knotted rope; then one-by-one the relief workers s dwly dragged them up the es crpment.
Each man swung from side-to-s de in the wind, his knees skinned and head bashed as his tired and
s e body was repeatedly s dmmed agains the rocky cliff fac e After an hour and a half i and one
badly frayed rope i all three men were finally s & up top. dhat was a tough cimb,6s & Lynch, dut
it is better than another night down there. Giv ane a smoke.3’

The tale they lived to tell

So how was it that thes dishermen, havng s €out from Gunnamatta three days prior, ¢ ane to find
thems & e prec @ous y s tanded on a rock ledge down a ciff fac eat Wattamolla? And how on earth
did they surv v ehe ordeal? For that, the men thems &/es ex fained to newspaper reporters:



SURVIVORS OF STORM WHO FIGURED IN DRAMATIC SYDNEY RESCUE

An dmpressien of the  pedtlen M haubsd
where the nd—b ware by rescuens
Norvmny “Televrag i, | : 'lll'l'ﬂﬂ coch men in turm !lll

Left: Artis 's impres o of the loc #on where the men were found [The Daily Telegraph, 20 J ne 1935, p1 (Trove)]
Right: Edward Arthur Park €, J on Lynch and J ak Sanders after their res ceyThe Merc wy, 25 J une 1935,
p9 (Trove)]

Jack Sanders: &/e had just hooked a big fis hand were all very ex ied, when | glanced round and saw
a huge wave rushing towards us. | k Bw we had no chance but before | could even shout the boat was
lifted and capsized and we were flung into the s a. | was entangled in the fishing lines, and to make matters
wors ewas wearing an overcoat, two sweaters and trousers. When | broke surfac ea kerosene tin was
floating near me, s d grabbed it. John and Ted s wam over and we all hung on. My clothes were getting
pretty heavy and | managed to drag off my thick overcoat. We all knew the tin wouldn& hold the lot of us.
After we had got our breath Lynch called out fiStic Ko the tin, 18l s wn for it.0He struck outé 1 let go and
started after him.6

John Lynch: &pray and spume dashed in my eyes, temporarily blinding me, and howev estrongly | struck
out for the rocks they nev e seemed to get any clos e | was practically done when a wave das bd me
against a roc kand | frenziedly grabbed it.6

Sanders: @efore | had gone far, | had to stop to tak eoff my trous es. | went under but it was easier after
that. Ted Park e had followed me. Near the cliffs a big wave picked us up and we were flung out of the
s a on to the ledge. Lynch was just below us, clinging to a roc kbut by bending down and s retc g out
our hands we pulled him up to us.6

Edward Parker: @'he 100 yards from where we caps 2 d to the cliff was the longes 200 I&e done, but the
wave that put us on the ledge was the best dumper in the world. You can imagine our thoughts when we
s & two big sharks cruising about jus below us half an hour after the wav danded us.6

Lynch: @he waves dashed over us, and it was a bit difficult to sleep. Then too we had to remember to
cling to the roc K, and our fingers were frozen stiff. The night would not seem to pas sand in the grey light
of the early morning we must have resembled a ¢ aple of half-naked sc secrows.6

Sanders: &/hen daylight came, | climbed to a sandy ledge about 10 feet abov eand covered myself with
s ad. Even then | was half froz a. Here were found a spring that s &ed us from the terror of thirst. Water
trickled down slowly from the cliff above, and we s taped a basin for the water to collect in. Later in the
day the sea got wors eand we all had to perc ton a higher ledge. | was so hungry | began chewing bits of
grass.6



Lynch: dt is a desperate feeling to be hungry after seeing the last blade of gras sdev ared. | am a fast
eater and had to sit by and watch the others finishing their meal of grass. We chewed [a] bird& skeleton
time and again, and the bones always seemed appetising, especially when we clothed them with suc alent
meat in our imaginationsé . Later, when it seemed c eain that we would s drve to death, | wondered why
| had been s aed from drowning. It seemed unfair to me.6

Sanders: dNext morning we were so hungry that we spent hours watching for a liz & that had run into a
hole. | think it made us hungrier. We s & two aeroplanes and s geral boats, but although we shouted and
waved, they did not notice us.6

Lynch: & e filled in our spare time with writing messages in the sandstone of our prison. Now that it is all
ov e | can afford to see the funny side of it all, but | for one nev ehad the faintest hope of res oe after the
planes pass d us by, and I think the others were the s aneé If we had not been rescued today, we were
going to make a bold attempt by swimming two miles around to the beac rbecause we realised we would
be too weak to attempt it lateré We kept up our spirits with jokes and anecdotes, but even that grew
wearisome, and we were ready for the end when the heads of those two men appeared ov ethe edge of
the cliff above us. It was a miraculous escape from death.8®

A giant natural canvas
Almos talf a ¢ aetury later, the cliffs at Wattamolla i thos ecloser to the lagoon this time 7 were used
for a very different purpose. Art!

As part of the ¢ &ebrations for the ¢ atenary of the Royal National Park on Saturday 28 April 1979
(two days after the actual anniv esary), a v sual and sound extrav ganza was performed on the beac h
at Wattamolla. The mastermind behind the as dnishing performanc evhic tunfolded that ev aing, The
Ros #a Sis érs and the Rainbow Eel, was ground-breaking Bundeena artist, George Gittoes With his
c eativ epartners i filmmak e Gabrielle Dalton, ¢ mpos e Martin Wesley-Smith, and danc e
¢ breographer Ronaldo Cameron i Gittoes had formed Theatre Reac Ing Env ronments Ev eywhere
(TREE),*® aninnov &v e cmunity group largely ¢ apris d of enthus as it Bundeena and Maianbar
res dents 2° That night in 1979, TREE transformed Wattamolla into an amaz rig alfresc ostage and
s peen. dhe ciff faces blazed with dazzling colours and s hpes projected onto them,6marv #ed
journalist J eeph Glas ott, Aboriginal hand paintings ¢ ae to life on the cliffs. Danc es leapt along
the rock ledges. The Rainbow Eel s aked its way down the lagoon, the progres sof the swimmers
marked by lights &*

Ov ethe next few years, Gittoes and TREE returned to Wattamolla& cliffs and lagoon on s & eal
oc asions to mesmeris ec owds with s pllbinding, s wealist, ps ghedelic performanc e which took
full advantage of the dramatic, physical env ronment of the s wounding Royal National Park, utilising
avas array of loc &organis &ons and k en individuals, s o has the Southern Youth Theatre; CSIRO
Div 9 an of Fisheries and Oc anography; Kirinari Aboriginal Hos ¢l; Bundeena Volunteer Bus hFire
Brigade; and ev a the lady who ran the kiosk at Wattamolla.??

The Unfound Land, s dged in 1983, was Gittoes @inal T and mos ts a cseful i pres atation at
Wattamolla.®* Ov e two nights ,an audience of between 5,000 and 6,000 people gathered on the
beac ho watc has Ronaldo Cameron climbed a pyramid of drums on top of the cliff and then, with a
giant s v e flag billowing out behind him, he danc d under the night sky.?* &attamolla,6Gabrielle
Dalton declared, das become like our own Opera Hous &3°

Things ¢ ald have been very different, however, if certain politicians had had their way jus & dec de
earlier.



Sydney& second airport

In February 1970, Senator Bob Cotton, the Minis ér for Civil Av dtion, announc d that a gov enmental
¢ mmittee whic Had s ddied Sydney® air traffic operations had ¢ me to the conc usanthatas e ad
major airport was needed to s pport the city.?® An interdepartmental group was es dblished and, ov e
the next year and a half, 16 different preliminary airport layouts and detailed sets of plans were
ex ained.?’

When Cotton presented his minis drial report to the Senate on 15 September 1971, he noted that
although the interdepartmental ¢ smmittee had narrowed the ¢ bice of loc #on for Sydney& s eond
airport down to four final options the group had been unable to dec de between thes estes, or to
plac ghem in any order of preferenc eThey were Richmond, Somers Iy, Duffy® Fores (to the north-
wes tof Sydney) and Wattamolla in the Royal National Park. Although Cotton had adv sed that the
latter two s tes were neither d@es rable nor s #s dc aryg they c eainly werend off the table. 28

In his addres 4o the Hous eof repres atatives on 11 Nov enber 1971, Bruc &sraham said:

| turn now to the problem of deciding on a site for a s e ad airport for Sydney. | support my
¢ HBeague the honourable member for Mitchell (Mr Irwin), & that is in respect of the lower or
s athern s etion of the Royal National Park, with an approach ov ethe Pacific Oc an. | realise
that this will not be a very popular suggestion in the eyes of ¢ aservationists. | refer to an area
which ¢ a be des dbed only as bleak, unattractive and without any of the qualities whic hwould
make this part of the National Park one which would attract tourist activities or which would be
v dited by many people. It is the Wattamolla area which is in the far south of the Royal National
Park.?®

Many in the community were ex remely alarmed by the v ey s gges ibn that Wattamolla might be
¢ as dered as the s te for a new airport. In a letter to the Sydney Morning Herald, one J anali res dent
wrote that he thought it @imost unbeliev ale that a Government ¢ mmittee would ev a contemplate
alienating a large area of parkland.8° Sutherland Shire Counc liPres dent, Ray Thorburn, also found
it dlis urbingbthat des fie Senator Cotton& recommendation that the interdepartmental ¢ omittee
v rtually disregard the Wattamolla s te, the propos &had its @ Ampions in the Hous &3! But perhaps
the mostforc &lv @ ef oppostion c ae from the Federal Member for Hughes Les J ans a. During
a radio talkback s es an on 2GB, Johnson told hos ,tBrian White, that do big public meeting that has
been held in Sydney before would compare with what would happen if the Commonwealth
Gov enment tried to take the Royal National Park away from the people.§? To the Hous eof
Repres atatives J dns a argued:

... Any attempt to alienate this [Wattamolla] or any other part of the Royal National Park for
development would be widely regarded as governmental v adalis i@ Development of an airport
¢ mplex would mean the destruction of hundreds of ac es of natural bus kand and drive wildlife
from the areaé The nois eof airc aft and motor vehicles would combine to desec ate the entire
environment of one of the State® great tourist attrac ibns.3?

Not to mention the irrev esible devastation that ¢ as ruc ibn of a major airport would ¢ as eto the
Royal National Park& unique Aboriginal sites; ev denc ehat this land was first oc apied thous ads of
years ago and regularly us d by the Dharawal people.

Furthermore, Johnson warned that ev a if the Wattamolla site was ac cpeed, it was highly doubtful
that workers would make their labour av dable for this projec ,tand that the Trades and Labour Counc li
of NSW would @&nc arage the plac enent of a job embargobon the ¢ astruc ibn of an airport in the
Royal National Park 3* Fifteen months later, in February 1973, when the is ge was again rais d after
a c hAnge of Federal Gov enment, J bnson reiterated his dis pprov & @ev &pment of an airport
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¢ mplex would be against the bes interes g of pres at and future generations éFurthermore, he would
@o ev eything to ens te that Wattamolla is é ex aided from ¢ as deration.§®

Of c arse, as it turned out, a sec ad airport for Sydney was not built at Wattamolla in the 1970s i or
anywhere els dor that matter. Although both the State and Federal Gov enments had grappled with
the need for a major new airport since the 1940s ,t was f until September 2018 that ¢ as ruc ibn
finally began on the long-imagined mass ve ec aomic infrastruc ure projec i at Badgerys Creek This
s te will officially bec me Wes érn Sydney International (Nanc yBird Walton) Airport when it opens in
2026. There are no ¢ went plans for an airport at Wattamolla.
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Congratu latio ns

Dawn and Cliff Emerso n

on your
DIAMOND WE DING ANNIVE R SRAY

Anniv es des are s dmportant and few of us ¢ a hope to ac kev esuch a remarkable one T sty
years of marriage - and we heartily ¢ agratulate Dawn and CIiff on achiev rig this miles dne on
22" August 2019.

Some of our newer members may not know how vital the Emersons hav ebeen in the history of
ours ceaty. Dawn, apart from her busy life as ¢ anc lior and deputy may ofound time to ac &s
our pres dent for eight years . She frequently s g¢ered the s oiety through troubled waters and
was s pported by CIiff, always at her side with his own inimitable presenc & who ¢ a forget his
talks on educ #on and partic larly J @an and his other trav &s.

So we wish them well, good health and good luc kand ¢ ant the Soc ety bles sdethat we have
known them.

Dawn tells their s ary:

Cliff and | were married on 22" August, 1959 at All
Saints Churc hParramatta by the Rev Douglas Ernes t
Oldaker Crawford, who had previously offic ated at
Mortlak ewhere CIliff had been an altar boy.

I met CIiff at Fort St. Evening College, when we were
s udy rig for our Leav rig Certific & in 1957. After our
Intermediate Certific ges - Cliff at Croy dn J Tand |
through Black riars Corres pndenc eas | liv d in the
c antry at Wedderburn i we both went s raight into
fifth year and gained our c eific tes. By the end of the
y ar we were ¢ arting, and we married in 1959. It was
a rainbow wedding, with my brides raids wearing pink
blue and lilac .

| wore a guipure lace bodic eand a delus red s &n full-
cr ' ' . length froc kwith a s mall train and a half v &. | ¢ aied
iff and Dawn Emerson newly married .

- 22nd August, 1959 a bunc of orc Ids which had been grown by my later-
to-be s ¢p-father, George Sc #ergood. My unc €, Allan Rudd, drov eme to the ¢ karc hn his black
Buick ,and as my father, Perc yCrampton had pas sdeaway the previous y ar, my step-
grandfather, John Anders a @ave me awayd

We had the wedding break dst in the adjac at hall, and my primary s codolteac ler, Mr J an
Hodgkins was the MC. CIiff& unc €, Colin Emerson, who had a beautiful v @ es ag a c aple of
s ags during the reception to the as snebled gues ¢ Unfortunately the night before the wedding,
Cliffé J wett J & 8&n sports ¢ a jumped out of gear and was undriveable. Cliff& Uncd J ak
Emers a work d through mos of the night, to getthe ¢ as evd able, and to our relief, managed
to fix it. | ¢ Anged into a blue silk Dior-s y dd suit with a ¢ @e collar, and a large brim pic ure hat
and we trav #ed by ¢ afor our honey mon at Ballina.
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EARLY SETTLERS ON THE WORONORA RIVER

GREG JACKSON AND PAM FORBES

The Georges Woronora and Hac kg Riv es had always been important to the indigenous
population of this area and in a rec at edition of the Bulletin (No. 206, Feb. 2018) a c &e on
the Woronora ¢ ataining undis urbed indigenous artefac ¢ and hand s énc Is was des dbed.
In the early days of the Sutherland Shire the same riv es were the highway sand muc lof the
early his dry of the shire is along its bank s Another cave on the Woronora (Image 2) was
recently visted and found to ¢ atain early European ins dptions (Image 1) c ataining a
familiar name, that of Midgleyéand a date of March 24, 1907.

Image 1: Some of the ins dptions on the cav ewall including that of A. Midgley and ? Hols wrthy with the date
darch 24t 190706[Photo: G. J ak en]

The Midgley family were one of the early s &lers in the Menai area. In 1896 Ric hard Midgley
and his family were the second group of s #lers to take up land in the Menai dis rict.
Wels man Owen J aes was the firs ts #ler, and he named the area Bangor. Later it was
renamed Menai. Ric lard Midgley carried the firs tmail from Sutherland to Menai on 1 J ne
1905.1 (A. and F. Midgley, 1993).

So, who was the A. Midgley respons ble for this ins dption?

A pos dility is Alfred Midgleydwho liv d from 1849 to 1930, muc hof his life in Queensland,
where he was a member of parliament, representing the seat of Fass fern from 1883 to 1887.
He was a well-k pwn author of book son agric liure, ¢ lkirc hhis ary and poetry inc uding
Reflec ibns Menai Congregational Church 1901-1977. This A. Midgley would have been 57
years old in 1907. Another pos ility is another &lfred Midgley§ who together with his twin
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brother Fred, were third generation res dents of the Menai dis ric &and foundation members
of the Sutherland Shire His drical Society. The Midgley brothers wrote ex éns vely on the
early European his ary of the Menai area and the Woronora River, both being interes éd in
the his dry of motor trans prt. This &. Midgleydwould have been a young lad in 1907. The
Sy dey Morning Herald reports the birth of an Arthur Midgley in Wollongong, s a of J aes
Midgley on April 7, 1876 who would have been 30 years old in 1907. The Midgley& were a
big family and there may have been other unreported A. Midgley& pf a s uable age, livng in
the dis ric .t

A 3 S -

Image 2: The cave entranc gPhoto: G. J a kon]

We may nev eknow who the A. Midgley was whose name appears on the wall in this cav e
bes de the Woronora Riv g but a clue might be other legible names that also appear ins de
this ¢ @e. As well as the name Holsworthy s en in Image 1, thes enames include:

L. Hatfield

W. Garrett with the date 2/10/1910 and

W. Spark e
If any readers have any thoughts on this mys éry the authors would lov do hear from you.
(email:greg.jac k 81l®0@gmail.com)
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DR GEORGE JOSEPH MILLER
An early family doctor in the Sutherland Shire

JOHN MILLER
Written in March 2002
The original is archived in the Sutherland Library, Loc &Studies

When George and Mary Miller s épped off the
train at Jannali in late 1946 their first s ghting was
of Mr Gray, aloc &dairy farmer, leading one of his
¢ ws up the main s reet. Little could they fores e
the huge pos war development that this semi-
rural area was about to ex prience, or fully
apprec ate the major role that Sutherland Shire
would ¢ me to play in their liv 8 .

The area was not ¢ mpletely new to George and

Mary. They had married in St Patric B Church,

Sutherland in 1943 and honeymooned in Cronulla

while George was ¢ mpleting another of s & eal

loc ms he had prev aus y undertaken for Dr Eric

Miles of Sutherland. A more permanent

as & dants Ip arrangement would s on lead to a

third-share partnership with the Miles brothers ,
Drs Eric and Tom.

Ceorge Joseph Miller
::izct,:gaa;i?igi:; E’.;E’Eiii”iii‘éii.“ Thmgpen FER George Miller was born in Mas ct,oSydney on 7t
J auary 1917, the firs bf two s as to Glady sand
J 8 ph,arac &ors drainer. George grew up in Napoleon Street where his family had liv d srice
1852, and attended Gardeners Road Primary Sc bol in nearby Rosebery. He ¢ mpleted his

s e adary s cobl s udies on an ac demic s colars Ip at Sydney Boys Bligh.

After graduating with a MBBS from the Univ es tiy of Sydney in 1941, the young Dr Miller s eved
his res dence at the Mater Miseric adiae Hospital in North Sydney where he met Mary who had
¢ mpleted her training as a nursng s s @r. George then enlis éd in the army and s ev d as a
¢ atain in the AIF during the Second World War.

In J anali George, Mary and their two small s as boarded in Mrs Griffith& hous &n Alice Street.
Mrs Griffith was the s eond wife and widow of the Hon. Arthur Griffith, MLA and who, as Minis dr
for Public Works, had inaugurated the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Sys ém in 1912. The ¢ antry NSW
town of Griffith is named after him. In retirement Mr Griffith had mov d to J anali where he later
died.

Ev atually the Miller family mov d to Sutherland in 1950, and lived at Dr Eric Miles fes dence
and s wery at the ¢ oner of Eton and Flora Streets This was a large two-s d@rey house with
expansive grounds ,later to be demolis kd for a motor s evde garage. The Centrelink
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building s dnds there today George, also on oc csain, held s wgery at the home of Dr Tom
Miles at the corner of Princ e Highway and Belmont Street.

Dr George Miller and family on the
s éps at Dr Miles &ouse, cnr Flora
and Eton Sts, Sutherland, ¢ 1950
From left: Mary (holding Marie),
George, George Jnr, and in front,
J an. [Courtesy: John Miller]

There was a great s brtage of
doc drs generally jus tafter the
war. This was a time when the
general prac itioners had to be
s H-reliant. Many procedures
were c aied out in their
S weries or in the patient®
home, whic hwould today be o (ki M G
done only by a s pcalis in a hos fial. Only two medical prac it e serv ding the entire dop endé
of the Shire ex 9 ¢d. The other was that of Dr Latham who liv d and worked from his hous en
Eton Street, which was later to become the original Sutherland Library This was subs gquently
demolis kd and the present Sutherland Administration Building built on the s te.

ks s i

During thes eyears George and his colleagues had to work v ey long hours to provide medical

c & to a rapidly growing population s pead over a large area. This inc uded the neighbouring

s burbs of Miranda, Gymea, Kirrawee, Engadine, Menai, J anali, Como and Oys ér Bay. The

morning and afternoon surgeries were s mehow s adwiched between ¢ antles shous ecalls ,
many in the middle of the night, often to plac e only ac es $le by boat - up the Woronora River

- or by trek along a bus Hrack in Gray $Point. With babies to deliv eat the maternity hos fals of

San Gerard at Engadine and J a sanda at Woolooware, and patientsto s e at St George Nurs rig

Home, Brighton and St George Hos fial at Kogarah, early s drts and late finis bs to eac hday

were ac cpeed.

In 1951 the family made their new home 68 at Glencoe Street, Sutherland, which they bought
from Dr Tom Miles .The solid red-bric khouse had originally been built in 1935 for the loc &
pharmac st, Mr Cox by George Heav @s who was later to es dblis His elec rical applianc es dre
in Sutherland [and was a founding member of SSHS]. At about this time Dr Miller opened a
s wgery in Mitc BIl Av aue, Jannali, and s on after another in Oys @r Bay Road, Oys ér Bay.

More doctors s on ¢ @e to the area to fill the fas -growing need. Among thes ewas Dr Harry
Soper who was originally a member of the Sutherland prac it ebefore mov ng to Kirrawee and
ev atually to Sylvania. Dr Norma Nels a arriv d in Engadine in 1952 and Dr Douglas Ash s drted
a practice in Loftus .Dr Cousns joined the Sutherland prac it ¢ and was later to work at
Sutherland Hospital as a s mgeon. DrJ a RNVoolridge had been a milk ran, but immediately after
the war had gras pd the opportunity to s udy medic rie. He joined the Sutherland partners ip for
s g eal years prior to s pcializng in ¢ adiology and [in 2002] s il practis d in Miranda. Dr Box d
was to arriv eand begin general prac it ein Miranda s on after, as did Dr Gates in Cronulla.
Doc ars Fisher and Pears a s drted their own prac it e in J anali.
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George Miller left the Milesbprac it @n 1958 to ¢ ac atrate on his own s wgeries jncluding the
new one built on to his Glencoe Street res denc ewhic e opened in 1960. An ass dtant at that
time was Dr Harry Bork man who then prac is d in Cronulla for many years .In the early s x ies
Dr Tom Lee joined the Jannali surgery and was s itl working there at the time of writing.

George had many and varied interes & Throughout his life he maintained a keen interestin s prt.

In the early thirties while attending Sydney Boy sHigh, he was a GPS (Greater Public Sc bols )
¢ Bmpion and ¢ atain of the athletic team. He held v @ous trac kecords both in GPS and in CHS

(Combined Highs cobl Sports athletics jnc uding the 100 yards and long jump. Later he was to

run for the Botany Harriers and bec ae one of Aus ralia® fines & pnters George also ¢ ac kd

netball, organis d the s prts days at Mary Immac late College, and managed the ¢ s <-antry

running at St Patric & Boys In c icket George repres ated the Botany dis ric in the Telegraph

Shield competition and played for the army team in the Inter-Serv des Competition during the

war. He was als oa fine bats mn for the St Patrick& Club in the Sutherland Shire Cric kt

As scdition ¢ mpetition. He was an honorary vic epres dent of the As ec ation during 1955-57.

George als dov € reading and built up a large and ex éns v eers aal library whic hrepresented
his wide and divers einteres & whic h ac crding to his wife Mary, precluded no ¢ ac & ale
s bject. Mary said that s b gav eup des piring of him returning from trips to the Sydney
books bps with a car loaded with books .He would read late into the night, then ris eat about
4.00am to read again until morning s tgery. He s emed to get by with four hours s dep a night.

Apart from purely medical ac ivities George did muc Ho help in other fields He was a prominent
member in the affairs of the ¢ hirc hwhic hhe attended regularly with his wife and ¢ Hdren. He
was a member of the St Vinc at De Paul Soc éty and the Sylv aia Lions Club, and along s ev rig
pres dent of the Sutherland Mus @ Club during 1959-65. He was als can ac iv emember of the
Council of Soc al Serv des in the Shire, and was Foundation Pres dent of the Port Hac kng branch
of the Aus ralian Medic 8Ass oiation. It was partic larly in this ¢ @ac ty that George bec ae well
known and res pc ad by all his colleagues throughout the Shire.

Always with a ready s rile, George maintained a great s as eof humour. Serving as the dis ric &
Government Medic & Officer throughout the 1960s ,he onc ehad the loc & polic es egeant
¢ afes qg that it was better to send dhe Doc @n firs tto defus ea domes it stuation. é the
s egeant® theory being that the hammer wielder was les dikely to hit the family doc dr ov ethe
head than one of his ¢ as dbles .

As well as ac qiring the many s Rls required of a succ ssful general prac itioner, George
undertook ¢ atinuing s udies in obs etric sgynaecology and dermatology. He s ev d in these
c pacties on the s aff of the Royal North Shore Hospital, St Vincent& Hospital, St George
Hos fial and Sutherland Hos fial. He was als oa lec drer to nurs e in training at Sutherland
Hos fal.

George Miller died s ddenly at his home on 5" Oc dber 1976. It was s & that the s d news of
his death spread dike a bushfire6throughout the area that afternoon. Patients knew that in him
they had a friend as well as a doc d@r i a man on whom they c ald depend for advice on s o al
and family matters as well as on medic haffairs And he knew the families well, hav rig as sted

at the births of not only the ¢ Hdren but, in many ¢ & e at their parents births as well.
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George was survyied by his wife Mary, their s» ¢ Hdren, ten grandc Hdren and three great
grandchildren, all livng in the Sutherland Shire at the time. His younger brother, Dr Laurenc e
Miller, a s aior lec urer in Educ &on at Queensland University died in Brisbane in 1997.

Editor® note: Mary died in 2007. Eldes ts a, George, a former loc &magis fate and popular
member of Sutherland Shire Historical Society pas sdeaway in 2017. Dr Miller& other ¢ Hdren,
J bn, Marie, Naomi, Madeleine and Berniece, all still reside in the Shire.

SYDNEY HIGH SCHOOL, PREFECTS, 1934.

Back Row— J. Buggie, J. P. Quinn,
2 . 580 Ve ML L

A. R, Cutler, B, Macpherson, R B. Blackett, P R. K. Moove.
M. P Hemv, A, Delav C qu Wood, J. w (B Erite.
LB Jones Fg

_afeMullen, Isg., A, H Loomea (Vice-

ayoldId dH.L

The Record is the annual journal of Sy dey High School In the 1934 edition, school prefec ¢ mcluded AR.
Cutler (top row, third from left), later to become Sir Roden Cutler, NSW Governor and George Miller (firs teft
in bottom row), who became a prominent Sutherland Shire doctor. [s pplied by John Miller]
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NAMING OF ROSE STREET, SOUTH CRONULLA

PETER MOORE

| was reading an article by Laurie Burges stitled d&cdward Thorne of South Cronulladin a
pas topy of the SSHS Bulletin, Volume 17-Number 4: Nov enber 2013, when | notic d that
he did not have a deriv #on of the naming of Ros eStreet. | checked on the Sutherland
Shire Counc liwebsite relating to the naming of Shire roads and this site did not have an
explanation of the name. Ros eStreet runs between EWOS Pde. and Harbour St. and is
opposite Oak Park .
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Edward Thorne owned a cons derable amount of land in South Cronulla mainly around the
Oak Park area, which he s drted to ac gire from 1898. He was a busnes s am from the
Newtown area and owned a tailoring shop in King Street. He dev #ped his land in South
Cronulla and ¢ as ruc ¢d cottages for holiday letting and a weekend retreat for his family.

Birth s arc hresults in NSW only s bw two ¢ Hdren Stanley (1885) and Mabel (1887), but
his death notic @n April 1931 in the Sy dey Morning Herald (SMH) lis ¢ s X children: May ,
Ethel, Stanley [Edith, Mabel and Ella. | ¢ aied out a s arch of death rec ads and found a
Rose Thorne - with a father Edward and a mother Annie - died in 1908, whic hwas a family
matc hl then went to Trove and found that an artic é in the SMH dated 27t Oc dber 1908
which reads :

FATALITY AT CRONULLA
WOMAN DROWNED IN WELL

The Kogarah police were informed at 11o&lock last night of the death of Rose
Thorne, aged 28, who was drowned in a well. She had been living with her
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parents at Cronulla and was drawing a bucket of water from a well 11 feet deep
and containing 7 feet of water. Whilst drawing it, the boards on which she was
standing being wet caused her to slip, and the weight of the bucket pulled her
into the well. Her father, Edward Thorne, a tailor, in business at Newtown, had
left her at 12:30p.m. and returned at 3p.m. He did not notice her absence, as
she had previously stated her intentions of going to the post-office. At 6
o&lock she was still missing. He went to the well and came upon the body. He
obtained assistance, and brought her to the surface, but life was extinct. An
inquest will be held.

Rose was interned at Rookwood on the 28thOc dber 1908 in Zone B AAAA 179, and on
291 April 1944 her sis ér May was also interned with her. Her parents Annie (20/2/1928)
and Edward (23/4/31) are interned nex tto them in grave 180. Another ss dar Mabel
(11/1/47) is interned on the other s de in grave 178.

As Laurie Burgess pointed out, the Thorne& had a house in Harbour St. ¢ 8ed Cronulla
House, whic hwas s tuated near the intersec ibn of Harbour and Rose Streets .

Therefore, it is mos tik & that when Edward Thorne s bdivided his land he named the new
s reet Ros eafter his late daughter.

Creo and | found Rose® grav eat Rookwood. Thus ends the mys éry in the naming of Ros e
Street.

)
:

Ros erhorne® grave at Rook wod Cemetery [Photo: Creo Moore, 2019]
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The Land of My Fathers
Letters of Priv &8 J enes Blac Wwood

The Land of My il Dicd of wounds in Franc e
Fathers Dec enber 2nd, 1916, Aged 20

Letrers of Private

By Don Rothnie, 2018
Pric e $40.00

Av dable from

- SSHS Museum on Saturday mornings

- and from Don Rothnie. Phone: 0409 820 815 or email:
bardon@bigpond.c m.au

Spec fications of book:
A4 s 4e; 84 pages plentiful images in colour and black & white

BOOK REVIEW

ELIZABETH CRAIG

J aes Black wod was a member of the family which founded J Blac wood and Son Ltd,
Indus rial Engineer Supplies 140 years ago. James s eved with the Aus ralian forc e in World
War | in Egypt and in France where he was k lied in late 1916. He regularly wrote home to
his family about his experiences and his letters gngaging, articulate and evoc #ve, prov de
a v\ d first-hand pic ure of life for s tiers in that grim war: the endless marc bs on blis @red
feet through the s Rlled, often swampy country denuded of trees and greenery, the horror of
life in the trenches and on the battlefield, the friendships he made and friends he los .tAfter
being wounded on the Somme, he was repatriated to England to ¢ av &s e, and he writes
of the dnfinite pleasure of s eing with mine own eyes the land of my fathers.6J aes
Blac lwood& affec ibn for his family and his great apprec ation of letters and parc & from
home is obv aus. He writes with a mature hand and a philos phic &outlook that s ems
S wpris ng in a young man of 20.

Don Rothnie, who is currently SSHS& hardwork ng Secretary, worked for Blackwoods for 41
years and in 2016 wrote a his dry of the ¢ mpany Blac Wwoods the firs 120y ars Don was
able to ac csesPrivate J ames Blac wood& letters and he pains dk ngly trans dbed and
¢ mpiled them along with his military rec ads ,for this beautifully presented book . As
Lieutenant Colonel Mark Weller (ret@) wrote las tear in his foreword to this book gt is highly
appropriate that Don Rothnie has ensured that [thes detters Will s e the light of day again in
the ¢ atenary year of the end of this terrible conflic .6
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SSHS EXCURSION TO AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM (ANMM)
6 Augus 2019

ELIZABETH CRAIG

Greg J a K a, SSHS member and his wife, Pam Forbes are
marine archaeologis € and v tunteers at the ANMM. They led
s»iteen of us on a truly interesting and enjoyable ex ars an of the
Museum. We s fit into two groups.

Pam led our group over the replic aof Cook& Endeavour. This
was an eye opener for us all, as we tried to imagine 94 sailors
¢ owded on to that tiny s Ip, along with animals and s pplies,
inc uding 29 k s of rope! The marines s dpt in hammocks in dim
guarters with s gh a low ceiling (1.2m) that we needed to bend
double when mov nig through. In ¢ atras tvas the Great Cabin, a
relatively lux tous well-lit and airy ¢ &in designed for the ¢ atain
to dine, work and relax in. However, Cook had to share it with the
wealthy J @ gh Banks and his entourage who used it to work on
the botanic &specimens they ¢ bected.

Pam (on left) explaining the ropes to SSHS members on the ¢ amped
HMB Endeav ar

The marinesoe Ius ship&c & The Great Cabin used by Captain Cook and Bank& group

Later Greg took our group behind the sc aees where artefac ¢ are s dred when not on dis [y (eg
piec e of Endeavour ballas rec o eed from Barrier Reef waters in 1970, a ¢ hir from the Dunbar
(sunk in Sydney Harbour in 1857 with 121 of the 122 on board killed i the State® wors peac &me
s fpping dis a @r ev €), and the kayak owned by Aus ralian, Andrew McAuley who tried to ¢ os ghe
Tasman alone in 2007 and dis ppeared about 30kms from NZ. We saw works bps where models
are made of s Ips in readines or res dration, and we s & the William Bligh ex bition where vis tors
are as kd to ex aine the dis fay and dec de whether Bligh was the brute he is portrayed as, or was
he a hero1 or s mething in between. | ¢ eéainly modified my opinion!

Altogether, it was an illuminating and pleas wable tour of our maritime history, and we all apprec ated
the efforts by Greg and Pam. The brilliant sunny day was a bonus too!



SSHS EXCURSION TO AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM (ANMM)
6 Augus 2019

[Photos: Elizabeth Craig]

SSHS Excursionists exploring the $41MB Endeav ar6



