The paddle steamer Telephone with a collection of smaller boats at Parkesvale, ¢.1905
[NSW Government Tourist Bureau, State Library of Victoria]

See article about the Parkesvale Pleasure Grounds by Pam Forbes & Greg Jackson, page 15.

MINDFUL OF THE PAST — FOCUSED ON THE FUTURE

EMAIL: shirehistory@gmail.com; PHONE: 0424 600 150 SSHS WEBSITE: www.shirehistory.org
FACEBOOK: Sutherland Shire Historical Society



LOCAL HISTORY FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN AT MUSEUM

See article about the trial of a new resource pack for primary school children

by Sue Burrell, page 23.

N Ot Lt/ .‘ :
Children from Sylvania Heights Public School marvelling at old technology at the Museum on
30" May when they trialled a resource pack to teach them about our local history.

[Photo and permission, Margot Jacobs, Deputy Principal, Sylvania Heights Public School]

NAIDOC WEEK, GUNNAMATTA PARK

9. Sl |
Indigenous performances were held at Gunnamatta Park on 11" July to celebrate NAIDOC Week
(See President’s Report on page 7 for more information). [Photo: E. Craig]
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SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

THE SOCIETY
The SSHS has a proud tradition stretching back more than half a century and is an entirely volunteer and not-for-
profit organisation. Over the years the Society has taken on the responsibility of recording and preserving local
history so that Shire residents can learn more about our past.

WRITING FOR THE BULLETIN
Since its beginning, the Society has fostered the skills of local writers and their work is recorded in the Bulletin —

copies of which can be accessed on our website: www.shirehistory.org or for issues up to end 2020, at Sutherland
Library - Local Studies. Members and non-members are invited to submit material for future editions and although
we give local history priority, we are happy to accept stories on Australian history generally. We ask that you quote
your sources and acknowledge any material used as well as obtaining permission from authors. Any enquiries
contact the Editor: Elizabeth Craig at elizabeth.craig@y7mail.com or phone 0491 096 642.

Digital copies of the Sutherland Shire Historical Society Inc Bulletin are emailed to all Society members with online
access. Print copies can be purchased at $5.00 each. Digital copies are also emailed to all Shire council libraries,
the Mayor, Shire General Manager, all Councillors, local politicians, the Royal Australian Historical Society, National
Trust of NSW, NSW State Library, National Library of Australia, University of Sydney, University of NSW,
neighbouring local history societies, Shire high school libraries and some local businesses. Issues from September
1966 are also posted on the SSHS website: www.shirehistory.org

COPYRIGHT
Copyright for material appearing in this publication remains the property of the individual writers and, apart from

any fair dealing for the purposes of private study, research, criticism or review, as permitted under the Copyright
Act, no part may be reproduced by any process without the written permission of the author. All enquiries should
be made to the Secretary.
REGISTRATION
SSHS BULLETIN — ISSN 1444-2930 (from February 2000); ISSN 2652-4000 (ONLINE) (from May 2019)
Society publications are registered with the National Library of Australia in accordance with International Standard
Serial Numbering and have an ISSN or ISBN number.

SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETINGS
Monthly meetings are held on the THIRD Saturday of each month at 1.30 pm (except December) — at Stapleton

Centre, 3A Stapleton Avenue, Sutherland (near the library). We welcome visitors to hear our guest speakers, mix
with local history enthusiasts and share afternoon tea and a chat. Although Covid-19 restrictions have been lifted,

Covid is still a concern. Please do not attend a meeting if you are unwell, and wear a mask if unsure.

SUTHERLAND SHIRE MUSEUM
Our Museum at 88 Venetia Street, Sylvania is open for visitors. Opening hours are:

Tuesdays, 12.00 — 4.00pm, Thursdays 9.30am — 1.30pm, Saturdays 9.00 — 1.00pm. Entry is $5. To organise a
group visit, please email Sue Burrell, our Visitor Services Manager at shiremuseumvisitors@gmail.com

DONATING MATERIAL: If you have items of historical significance to Sutherland Shire such as artefacts, documents
or photographs, that you wish to donate or lend to the Museum, please contact us at shirehistory@gmail.com. While
we welcome such items, we have very limited space and have to adhere to our acquisitions policy which dictates
what sort of items we can accept. If you do not wish to part with original items, we would welcome copies of
documents and photographs. Temporary loans for specific periods for suitable items are also welcome. Cash
donations and sponsorship assist us to improve the museum and perhaps you can keep the museum in mind when
planning your estate.

CONTACTING THE SOCIETY
All correspondence and membership enquiries should be addressed to The Honorary Secretary,
Sutherland Shire Historical Society, 88 Venetia Street, Sylvania NSW 2224

Alternatively, email us at shirehistory@gmail.com; or phone us on 0424 600 150
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SOCIETY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 2023-2024

ELECTED MEMBERS

PATRON: Shire Mayor, Clr Carmelo Pesce
PRESIDENT Pauline Curby
VICE PRESIDENT Vacant
SECRETARY/PUBLIC OFFICER Elizabeth Craig
TREASURER John Doherty
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Creo Moore

Kim Hatherly

lan Kolln

APPOINTED POSITIONS
MUSEUM CURATOR lan Kolln
MUSEUM VISITORS SERVICES MANAGER Sue Burrell
shiremuseumvisitors@gmail.com

MUSEUM OFFICE MANAGER Creo Moore
MUSEUM GROUNDS MANAGER Kevin Curby
BULLETIN EDITOR Elizabeth Craig
BULLETIN PROOF READER Claudia Dixon
ONLINE ADMINISTRATOR Creo Moore
PUBLICATIONS EDITOR Elizabeth Craig
PUBLICITY OFFICER FACEBOOK Creo Moore
ARCHIVIST Carol McDonald
GRANTS OFFICER John Doherty
EXCURSIONS OFFICERS Greg Jackson, Christine Edney
DATABASE MANAGER Bruce Edney
SS HERITAGE FESTIVAL COMMITTEE REP Elizabeth Craig
WELFARE OFFICER Mary Small
AFTERNOON TEA COORDINATOR Deborah Burton
HONORARY SOLICITOR Michael Solari

To contact a Committee member or office bearer, email or phone us:
Email: shirehistory@gmail.com, or for Museum visits:
shiremuseumvisitors@gmail.com
Phone: 0424 600 150 (leave a message)

Your message or email will be forwarded on to the appropriate person, who will contact
you directly.




SSHS CALENDAR: SEPTEMBER - NOVEMBER 2024
(See website: www.shirehistory.org for updates)

SSHS MEETING - normally held at 1.30pm, 3" Saturday in the month
at the Stapleton Centre, Sutherland (except December)

Sutherland Shire Museum at 88 Venetia St., Sylvania is open:
Tuesdays 12.00 — 4.00pm
Thursdays, 9.30am-1.30pm and Saturdays, 9.00am — 1.00pm
For enquiries re Museum visits email shiremuseumvisitors@gmail.com

DATE
SEPTEMBER | Sat. AGM — and election of new SSHS Committee
2024 21st

SPEAKER: Chris Sims will be displaying Sutherland Shire images

OCTOBER Sat SPEAKER: John Oakes, a railway historian and author of Sydney’s
2024 19th forgotten lllawarra railways: Mortdale, Como, Waterfall, Coalcliff, will
discuss the building of the lllawarra Railway south of Mortdale.

NOVEMBER Sat SPEAKER: Leonie Patterson, will be discussing her new book: A
2024 16th History of the Loftus area, 1880-2023. She will have books for sale at
the meeting.
EXCURSIONS

There are no excursions booked at the moment, but there are two in the offing.

1.Greg Jackson has proposed a tour of ANSTO on either 28" September or 26" October. The tour
provides an in-depth look into the world of nuclear science and the work ANSTO does in the areas
of health, the environment and delivering solutions for industry. Depending on availability there will
be a visit to Australia’s only nuclear reactor OPAL, the Australian Centre for Neutron Scattering,
the ANSTO Nuclear Medicine facility and the Centre for Accelerator Science.

As Greg needs firm numbers before booking, could you let us know by emailing
shirehistory@gmail.com if you wish to attend the tour on 28" September.

2.Pauline Curby is planning to organise a tour of Heathcote Hall in the next few months. There are
no details yet. WATCH THIS SPACE.

Please note that for insurance purposes only SSHS members can attend
excursions.



58" ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

THIS NOTICE IS ISSUED ON BEHALF OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MEMBERS ARE ADVISED THAT THE AGM AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND
COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR 2024-2025 WILL BE HELD ON
SATURDAY 21st SEPTEMBER 2024
COMMENCING AT 1.30pm
STAPLETON COMMUNITY CENTRE, 21A STAPLETON STREET SUTHERLAND

1. WELCOME, ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO COUNTRY AND APOLOGIES

2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF THE 2023 AGM AS PUBLISHED IN THE NOVEMBER
2023 BULLETIN.

3. ADOPTION OF ALL ANNUAL REPORTS FOR 2023-2024 FROM THE EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE AS PUBLISHED IN THE AUGUST 2024 BULLETIN.

4. ADOPTION OF THE FINANCIAL REPORT AND BALANCE SHEET FOR 2023-2024 AS
PUBLISHED IN THE AUGUST 2024 BULLETIN.

5. MOTIONS TO AMEND THE SSHS CONSITUTION:
A. THAT TENURE OF THE FOUR ELECTED EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
POSITIONS BE LIMITED TO FOUR YEARS. THOSE POSITIONS INCLUDE:
PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT, SECRETARY, TREASURER.

B. THAT AMENDMENTS TO CUSTOMISE THE MODEL CONSTITUTION FOR
SSHS, AS INDICATED IN RED FONT IN THE DRAFT AMENDED CONSTITUTION
CIRCULATED TO MEMBERS WITH THE AUGUST 2024 BULLETIN, BE
ADOPTED.

6. MOTION:
THAT SSHS REASSESS THE ROLE OF PATRON IN OUR SOCIETY. IT MAY
INVOLVE NOT HAVING A PATRON, OR A DIFFERENT SORT OF PATRON TO
SUIT THE SOCIETY’S EVOLVING NEEDS.



7. ELECTION OF OFFICERS:

PRESIDENT

DEPUTY PRESIDENT

HONORARY SECRETARY/PUBLIC OFFICER
HONORARY TREASURER

COMMITTEE MEMBER 1

COMMITTEE MEMBER 2

COMMITTEE MEMBER 3

8. GENERAL BUSINESS

THIS NOTICE IS GIVEN IN AUGUST 2024 ELIZABETH CRAIG, SECRETARY

WHY CHANGE THE CONSTITUTION?

ELIZABETH CRAIG

Item number 5 of this Agenda contains motions to amend the Constitution. Here is a bit of
background to explain why we feel the Constitution needs amending.

Motion A to limit tenure of the four elected executive positions to four years, is an attempt to
keep the Committee — the Engine Room of the Society — from becoming stale. It forces
succession planning and hopefully will attract new blood with fresh ideas and enthusiasm.
There is nothing to stop a member of the executive from standing for another position on the
Committee after that four years’ service, if they wish.

Motion B was triggered by the fact that we are already taking Motion A to the AGM, and we
thought we would make the most of the opportunity to amend our Constitution so that it better
reflects our Society. See our website: https://www.shirehistory.org/membership.htm] to view
our current Constitution. It is a ‘Model Constitution’ issued by the Department of Fair Trading
for all associations like ours. It is generic and contains nothing specific to our Society — not
even our name.

Our proposed amendments include adding the name of the Society and our objectives at the
beginning, and then making other changes to various clauses about the role of different
committee members to suit our own circumstances (see Secretary’s Report on page 10).

A copy of the proposed amended Constitution is being emailed to you with this Bulletin. The
changes proposed are all in red font. A printed copy will be available to view at the August
and September meetings.




PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2023-2024

PAULINE CURBY

As reported in the last
Bulletin, we submitted
an application to
Sutherland Shire
Council, through the
Community  Grants
program  for the
{ construction of an
) outdoor wet weather
area (pergola). Our application was
successful and we are now preparing to
submit a DA to Council. While the grant will
cover the construction of the pergola, many
volunteer hours of work will be needed for
tasks such as demolition of the existing
structure and levelling the site. Expenditure
over and above the grant funding for items
such as paving will also be needed to
complete the pergola. Despite the work
required we are excited about the
improvement this structure will bring to our
existing facilities.

On 11t July Elizabeth Craig and | attended
the NAIDOC Week celebrations held in
Gunnamatta Park. This well-attended event
chaired by Sutherland Shire Council's
recently appointed CEO Clare Phelan,
highlighted the NAIDOC Week theme for
2024, ‘Keep the Fire Burning! Blak, Loud and
Proud’, Featuring performances from First
Nations artists, workshops, stalls, live music,
and a barbecue, the day reflected the
resilience and strength of Aboriginal
communities in Sutherland Shire.

As usual Sutherland Shire Historical Society
is busy on many fronts. Greg Jackson has
been running excursions, sometimes in
collaboration with other groups. We find the
cross-fertilisation of ideas — especially with
the ‘plants people’ — very stimulating. Sue
Burrell has been doing a sterling job bringing
school groups to the Museum to trial her

primary school resource pack. Now the trial
period is completed an assessment will be
done so the program can be finetuned for
future use. (See Sue’s article on page 23.)

As the number of inquiries has increased, we
are pleased to announce that our archivist
Carol McDonald now has an assistant to help
with the workload. Frances Mclnnes, a
welcome addition to the VS team, has fitted
in seamlessly. Meanwhile Leigh Wallbank
continues to scour the Observer for
interesting stories to send Murray Trembath
for inclusion in the Leader. This is excellent
promotion for the Society as are the press
releases highlighting speakers at our
monthly meetings. Another way to promote
our activities is through the work of a patron
and/or sponsors. The executive will be
proposing that we reassess the role of the
patron at the AGM in September.

There is still much work to be done at the
Museum: changing displays, accessioning
items, digitising records and the mind-
numbing task of sorting files. Bruce Edney
spends untold hours in the office knocking
our records into shape while Creo Moore
maintains the Museum’s smooth operation,
especially the important work of organising
the volunteers.

After a long hiatus the publications
committee is meeting again. Our first project
is a reprint of Liz Adams’ bestselling Kareela
Lucky and Liveable. We will be using some
of the profits from the sale of the first sold-out
printing for this limited edition. We are also
making preparations for a series of suburban
histories focusing initially on ‘neglected’
suburbs that have not been the subject of a
history. It is intended that these histories will
be short overviews following a template,
without being unnecessarily rigid.



Treasurer's Report - John Doherty
Sutherland Shire Historical Society and Museum- Profit and Loss July 2023 to June 2024

INCOME FY 2024 FY 2023
Membership Subs. $2,470.00 $2,765.00
Bulletin $438.00 $405.00
Museum Entry Fees $2,102.40 $1,739.50
Donations $1,087.00 $315.90
Afternoon Tea $1,109.65 $523.75
Kareela book sales $-00 $94.00
ECE 1770 book sales $686.24 $490.00
Matson Collection book sales $75.00 $895.00
Other books $468.00 $725.50
Erroneous payment to SSHS $-00 $1,000.00
Miscellaneous $-00 $63.65
Museum Exps $99.00 -
Grants $-00 $15,840.00
Research Fees $30.00 -
Fund Raising $1,929.00 $2,359.00
MEB Cup $30.00 -
Christmas Party $620.00 $445.00
Xmas luncheon June24 $717.00 $1,085.00
Fixed Deposit Interest $195.46 $20.49
$12,056.75 $28,766.79

EXPENSES FY 2024 FY 2023
Bank fees $684.00 $684.00
Stapleton St Hall hire $651.00 $585.90
VS Museum Rent $694.57 $1,291.48
VS Museum INSURANCE (SSC) $608.63 $583.58
RAHS Insurance $520.20 $475.20
Museum Exp $1,878.07 $1,279.53
Bulletin printing & postage $1,021.59 $949.20
Marketing and Promotions $-00 $163.30
Stationery & postage $300.95 $103.45
Matson Collection Book $-00 $3,340.00
Murphy's Lore $126.00 $-00
Tom Thumb 11 $144.00 $-00
Payment to Authors $175.00 $-00
Newsletter Printing, etc $-00 $358.85
Shed #2 $-00 $242.00
Gen Exp $521.04 $975.35
Refund of erroneous payment $-00 $1,000.00
Volunteer Parties $28.00 $-00
Purchases re SCP Grant $9,932.32 $-00
Rescue & Restart Grant $2,455.73 $-00
Debit Donations re Polo Shirts $981.48 $-00
Website/ Kiosk/Fbook $316.80 $26.40
Christmas Lunch - Mid year $717.00 $1,050.00
Christmas Party $452.41 $324.25
Fund Raising $165.05 $-00

[ $22,37384 | $13,432.49
Net Operating Profit/Loss -$10,317.09 $15,334.30
Retained profits at the beginning of Financial year $39,288.29 $23,953.99
Retained Profits at the end of Financial year | $28,971.20 | $39,288.29




SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC
ABN 17 083 299 572
BALANCE SHEET
July 2023 to June 2024

CURRENT ASSETS

]MB Term Deposit 200855539 $5,339.10 $5,143.64

IMB Everyday Unlimited 2007983933 $23,482.10 $33,994.65

Petty Cash $150.00 $150.00

$28,971.20 $39,288.29

EQUITY

Retained Earnings $39,288.29 $23,953.99

Current Year Earnings/Loss -$10,317.09 $15,334.30
$28,971.20 $39,288.29

Balance at end of Financial Year

DECLARATION
The Management Committee declared that the Society is not
a reporting entity and this is a special financial report.

The Commiitee of the Society declares that:

1, the financial statements as set out on pages 1 & 2

present fairly the Society's financial position as at 30th June, 2024
and it's performances for the year ended on that date.

2. in the Committee's opinion there are reasonable grounds
to believe that the Society will be able to pay it's debts as and when
they become due and payable

This declaration is made in accordance with a resolution of the Committee.

Assistant Treasurer

President
x A M x e FfPeal
Pauline Curby Creo Moore

Dated: Z/{ / j 0% Datec;: 37? _@219_




TREASURER’S REPORT 2023-2024

JOHN DOHERTY

The Society’s net operating loss for 2023-
2024 was mostly due to grant money
received in the previous financial year. It
must be acknowledged that fund raising (in
its many forms) and membership
subscription did greatly help to keep the
Museum on an even keel and meet our
financial commitments: such as rent, our
insurances, printing of the Bulletin and
overall Museum expenses.

| do thank our dedicated group of volunteers
for their wonderful and generous
contributions and also special thanks to our
members for your continued support. You
are the lifeline of the Society. We have
welcomed in a number of new members
during the year who have gone on to become
museum volunteers. There is lots of work to
be done and all help is most appreciated.

SECRETARY’S REPORT 2023-2024

ELIZABETH CRAIG

Changing technology has meant the
Secretary’s job is no longer as onerous as it
once was. Correspondence is now mostly by
email, and the job of dealing with mail has
largely moved to the Online Administrator
who forwards incoming messages to the
appropriate person to handle. Messages to
members are emailed by the Online
Administrator.

Online banking has meant we receive almost
no cheques, so updating the Membership
Register has become the role of the
Treasurer, who keeps the Online
Administrator and the Bulletin Editor in the
loop. Emailed invoices are forwarded to the
Treasurer to deal with directly, tabling
payments at monthly Committee meetings.

The President now looks after the Agenda for
monthly ~ meetings, after  consulting
Committee members. But the Secretary still
takes minutes at meetings.

The Secretary is also Public Officer, and
keeps the Department of Fair Trading
updated about changes in the Society’s
Committee - after an AGM for instance - and
to our Constitution.
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You will have noted in the Agenda for next
month’s AGM (page 5), we are proposing
motions to change the Constitution. See the
Box on page 6 for the background to the
decision to make those amendments.

Other changes afoot

Our membership has grown to 97 and
several new members have enthusiastically
joined the group of volunteers in various
roles. There is a real sense of vibrancy and
purpose in the Museum particularly, and
volunteers feel as if they are contributing to
something worthwhile.

We are working on generating that feeling in
publications too, led by published authors
such as Pauline Curby and Kim Hatherly.

A few of us are stepping off the Committee at
the AGM to make way for fresh blood. | have
been on the Committee on and off for 20
years, and | do feel stale. | will remain an
active member, and would like to continue
with the Bulletin.

So do give some thought to joining the
Committee. | hope I've sold the once
dreaded Secretary’s role. We need you!



MUSEUM REPORT

IAN KOLLN

The job of curating our local Sutherland Shire Museum

I  have been
learning curating
‘on the job’ at our
Museum.

Initially, the
Society had no
museum venue.
Artefacts  were
kept in members’
homes, and only
brought out for special exhibitions — a
‘Museum in a Suitcase’.

Then Society members successfully lobbied
to save the bankrupt Sutherland Memorial
School of Arts on East Parade, and in 1989
we were granted use of it as our museum.
Our first official Curator, Allan McGrath was
appointed in 1994. There we stayed until
2020 when Council repurposed the building,
and the museum moved to its current
premises at 88 Venetia Street, Sylvania.

There was no comprehensive listing of our
display untii we moved into our new
premises. Our database now lists all objects
on display, in storage... with some still to go.

Duties of Curator:
y Accession new donations and
acquisitions
; De-accession those items that do not
fit our accession policy.

Y} Referee disputes on policies for
accession and de-accession.

Y Set up new educational and interest
displays.

Y} Represent the Museum on behalf of
the SSHS in local and other forums

Y} Guide visitors around the Museum

Prepare status reports on items selected for:
Yy Conservation
Y Repair
y loan out boxes for schools and
community groups
Y touch table items for use in Museum
educational tours

Coordinate with volunteer members and
experts who assist with the above actions.

Liaise with professional organisations who
can provide advice and training.

To assess if donated items fit into our display
and collection criteria, we ask all donors to
complete a detailed form for the item, and its
link to the local community, with their
authorisation to use that story in the
Sutherland Shire Museum.

Many volunteers, past, present and future
assist with these tasks, without which our
Sutherland Shire Museum would not exist.

If you can assist, please contact lan by phone on: 0466 215 289
or email: iankolin@yahoo.com.au



FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

ELIZABETH CRAIG

This fatter than normal Bulletin is thanks to
all the annual reports that always precede an
AGM, and some great articles which | felt
could not wait. One was by new member,
Frances Mclnnes, who transcribed some of
her mother's memories about growing up in
Yowie Bay in the 1940s and 1950s (page
19). According to Kim Hatherly, an ardent
local history researcher and writer, Frances
is ‘Miranda Royalty’, being descended from
the Jesson and Corbett families, who had
much to do with the shaping of Miranda.
Frances has promised more articles on her
local ancestors.

| was thrilled to receive a couple of letters to
the editor, one by Graham Daly, commenting
on articles in the previous Bulletin, and one
by Laurie Burgess in response to Pauline
Curby’s query in Reaching Out (June/July
2024) about ‘plantations’ shown in early
Shire survey maps in Caringbah Road.

It's great to have feedback — gongs, criticism
or more information - about articles we
publish, and | encourage you to make the
effort and send in your opinions.

Cost of printing the Bulletin

Like me, many people prefer to read the
printed version of the Bulletin, rather than
online. Up to now we have charged $5 each,
which used to cover the printing, but not

postage. Now it doesn’t even cover printing,
and with all the expenses the Society is
incurring, the SSHS Committee has decided
it is time to raise the charges.

As of the AGM in September, the cost of
each printed Bulletin will be $10, regardless
of whether you pick it up at a meeting, at the
Museum, or it is posted to you. If you pay the
annual fee this month, you will be charged
the old rate of $20. After the AGM it will be
$40.

The digital Bulletin emailed to you is free, and
you can access all of the Bulletins published
since the first one in 1966 at our website:
https://lwww.shirehistory.org/bulletins.html.

Thank you to all contributors to the Bulletin
this year. We have some wonderful
researchers and really good writers in our
membership, and it is a source of pride to me
to be part of the process of creating a very
valuable online cache of well-researched
articles of local history that anyone can
access for free.

I look forward to more contributions from you
over the coming year. If you have any
guestions about something you'd like to have
published in the Bulletin or Reaching Out,
please contact me at:
elizabeth.craig@y7mail.com

or phone on 0491 096 642.

PRICE RISE FOR BULLETINS

As of our AGM on 215t September, the cost of printed Bulletins will rise from $5 each
(%20 annually) to $10 each ($40 annually).

If you pay your annual subscription before the AGM you will be charged at the old rate
of $20.
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,

Thank you for publishing a number of interesting and thought-provoking articles in the latest
Bulletin [May 2024].

| found George Cotis’s ‘The Case to Rename Port Hacking’ [p.8] to be well argued but
ultimately unconvincing.

Of course it is important to acknowledge our area’s earlier history and Aboriginal presence by
adopting Dharawal location names where appropriate. Sites without current names or with
names that are not well used are prime candidates in my view. That is why I’'m happy to agree
with George on the naming of Deeban Shoals.

However, major geographical features like Port Hacking need to be treated differently. After
more than two hundred years of use, the name ‘Port Hacking’ has developed its own history
and heritage.

The emotive argument that using this name disrespects the long Aboriginal history of this
waterway is a double-edged sword. It could equally well be argued that removing it ignores the
associations and connections that multiple generations of non-Aboriginal people in their
thousands had and continue to have with Port Hacking.

Henry Hacking's link to this location is well established by the fact that he informed Matthew
Flinders of its existence and the latter went on to explore and name it. The fact that this estuary
is not a true port, and named after a colourful character (to say the least) only adds to its
name’s uniquely Australian appeal in my opinion.

Putting forward the dual name of ‘Deeban Port Hacking’ may seem a reasonable compromise
but it looks cumbersome and ridiculous to me.

George gives the game away by suggesting that the common name will eventually disappear if
placed behind the Aboriginal name. In this case | suggest that most Shire locals will take the
alternative approach.

Other articles that caught my attention included Greg Jackson’s ‘The Acclimatisation Society
and The Royal National Park’ [p.11], Laurie Burgess’s ‘Rocks in the Water’ [p.22] and Elizabeth
Craig’s ‘Return of the Gweagal Spears’ [p.31].

| think that the latter article would have benefitted from quoting someone who was actually there
when the spears were collected from Kurnell. | understand that the journals of Joseph Banks
and James Cook give a rather different account of the incident than the Gweagal speaker
quoted at length at the return ceremony. This is not to justify what they did, but surely the key to
avoiding misunderstandings in future is to tell the whole truth rather than just one version of it.

This reminds me of the supreme ironies of history.

The Gweagal people would not have these treasured artefacts to show and celebrate if they
hadn’t been ‘stolen’ in the first place!

Also, if introducing foreign animals was one of the key reasons for the founding of the Royal
National Park, would we now have this precious protected area at all if The Acclimatisation
Society had never existed?
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Returning to the subject of place names, | noted Laurie Burgess’s article refers to fifteen
tributaries of the Hacking River being given non-local Kamilaroi names by the same geniuses in
the National Park Trust who introduced exotic species to the park.

| would like nothing better than to see these creek names being replaced by suitable Dharawal
names if they can be found. Surely that is an appropriate way of honouring the previous
inhabitants of the area and their descendants!

Graham Daly

Dear Editor,

Pauline Curby in ‘Reaching Out’, Newsletter No. 22 — June/July 2024 poses some questions
regarding the area around the intersection of Caringbah Road and Oleander Parade in
Caringbah.

On the matter raised of ‘plantations’ shown on plans available in the Local Studies area of
Sutherland Library:

Deposited Plan No. 5605, lodged 11 June 1909, surveyed in January to April 1909 by Surveyor
Louis Curtis on behalf of Holt-Sutherland Estate Co Ltd, was a subdivision of land at Highfield —
the old name for Caringbah — and was named as The Village of St Mervyns. The survey was
located in the area bounded by Woronora Road [President Avenue], Kurranulla Road
[Kingsway], properties along the eastern side of Dolans Road, Burraneer Bay Road, and Port
Hacking Road. Some roads in the subdivision also had early names: Jackaranda [Jacaranda]
Road and Caringabah [Caringbah] Road.

Included in the subdivision were several plantation areas, defined by survey within the road
reserves for Caringabah Road and Oleander Parade. Whilst these plantations were not
provided with lot numbers, it was obvious they were intended to be excluded from any vehicular
carriageways. This was acknowledged for a number of years, as can be seen in the 1930 aerial
photographs available in ‘Shire Maps’ on the Sutherland Shire Council website, where the
gravel-surfaced roads were constructed (mainly) to pass on both sides of the defined
plantations, including a roundabout at the intersection of the two roads.

By 1943, the aerial photo shows that the plantation areas had generally been left in their natural
state, with evidence of tree cover. The 1955 photo, however, shows that as the area developed
with residential homes, the local road engineers had apparently overlooked the approved
intention and constructed Caringbah Road, between Gannons Road and Oleander Parade,
straight through the plantations, including the roundabout. By 1970, Oleander Parade had also
been constructed straight along its centre. Only in Caringbah Road, between Oleander Parade
and Yathong Road can be seen, nowadays, a wide nature strip area retained as a concession
to the original intention.

With regard to the name St Mervyn, my investigations show that its origin relates to an owner of
a residence in the ‘Pre-Shire’ who was involved with the Holt-Sutherland Estate Company
Limited. That story, however, would take much more space than available here, and | will
therefore construct it as a separate article for your consideration.

Laurie Burgess
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PARKESVALE PLEASURE GROUNDS
PAM FORBES & GREG JACKSON

This is Part 1 of two articles on the Parkesvale Pleasure Grounds. This article deals with the
history of the site. Part 2 discusses the archaeological remains and will be published in a later
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An ideal holiday resort. Parkesvale Pleasure Grounds on the beautiful George’s River,
NSW Government Tourist Bureau, 1905 [State Library of Victoria]

Introduction

From the late nineteenth century until World War | a popular leisure activity in Sydney was
attending pleasure grounds, of which there were over 20 in the Georges River Basin alone.
Starting with the Sir Joseph Banks Hotel on Botany Bay in 1844, pleasure grounds spread along
the shores of Botany Bay and up the Georges River, especially after the coming of the Railway
in 1886.1 Probably the largest of these pleasure grounds was Parkesvale. situated opposite Picnic
Point, in what is now the Georges River National Park.

Parkesvale: Historic Background

On 30" March 1900, three enterprising brothers Henry, Ebenezer and Fredrick Sandbrook
officially opened the Parkesvale Pleasure Grounds, named after five-time premier of NSW, Sir
Henry Parkes (or possibly his son Varney Parkes). The Sandbrook brothers were well-to-do
builders from Camperdown and had substantial land holdings in Illlawong in southern Sydney.
They bought 160 acres of waterfront bushland opposite Picnic Point and developed it as a
substantial pleasure ground. Access to this area was only by boat, and in 1901 they purchased
the substantial paddle wheel ferry Telephone to bring passengers from Como station on a forty-
minute boat ride along the Georges River to Parkesvale, stopping at the much smaller Lugarno
Pleasure Grounds (now in lllawong).?2 The Telephone was said to be a splendid sight as she
steamed along the river, flags flying from the bow and stern, crowded with passengers.
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Offering summer houses and a dance pavilion, merry-go-rounds and swings, fishing and boating
in a bush setting, Parkesvale was widely marketed by the newly formed state tourist authority.3
The site was partially cleared, although the wildflowers were an attraction with the picnic area
and facilities set in the natural beauty of the bush. The Sydney Morning Herald reported on the
31st March 1900 that the pavilion was a ‘charming building’ in an ‘Americanised Queen Anne’
style with a red tile roof and the amenities include ‘up-to-date’ sanitary arrangements. This style
often utilised Tudor-style woodwork, elaborate fretwork, verandas, and Australian motifs. The
pavilion had a fine floor and piano. Other descriptions mention a caretaker’'s cottage ‘modern
rustic houses and arbours for the convenience of picnic parties’ and a large shelter shed.*

Parkesvale was initially very popular, with the Sydney Morning Herald (Tuesday 2" October
1900), announcing that between 800 and 900 people had attended Parkesvale the previous day
with dancing to a live band under ‘an efficient M.C.’. Parkesvale operated seasonally for three
days per week and excursions could be arranged for clubs, church groups etcetera.

On arrival, passengers could set up their picnics among the various vantage points around the
grounds. Refreshments could be bought, although no alcohol was sold, and hot and cold water
were free. At night dancing and other entertainments were enjoyed in the large on-site hall.
Patrons would then be ferried back to Como station to catch the waiting steam train back to
Sydney.

The popularity of this pastime was short lived with the Telephone ceasing operation around 1910
and the grounds gradually dismantled. The area continued to be used for pleasure, using smaller
propeller-driven ferries and private launches up till 1914.5 The site is now part of the Georges
River National Park, and is about a one kilometre walk south-east from Sandy Point’s Community
Hall. Its position on the southern bank of the river protected it from residential development, and
with no road access considerable archaeological evidence has survived.

Access to Parkesvale

As well as access from Como station, the railway stations at Fairfield (opened 1856), Canley Vale
(1878) and Bankstown (1909) fed passengers into passenger services on the river, allowing
excursionists to cruise down river from as far as Liverpool.6 Reports praised the scenery and
amenities available on the Georges River and noted the abrupt change in the river as it reached
the wilder sandstone areas. The river cruise not only provided transport, but it was also part of
the appeal of the excursion and continued to be highlighted in reports. Problems raised however,
included access to the river, transport cost, and obstructions to navigation. While Parkesvale was
too far to row to from Como, many powered private vessels from up and down the river can be
seen in the image on the front cover.

From the 1900s, ships with internal combustion engines and propeller drives (launches) replaced
steam-powered paddle wheelers.” A handbill for the Georges River Ferry Company, which
appears to have purchased Parkesvale Pleasure Ground around 1911, advertises a daily motor
launch service and more frequent services on weekends and holidays.8 It also gives an entry
price to the grounds for visitors ‘on private launches and boats or public launches other than the
company’s’, implying other services are operating.

Parkesvale was advertised for sale in 1906, but advertisements for the pleasure ground continue
until 1908.° Telephone’s services were discontinued in 1907 due to ‘want of dredging’, but articles

describe launch trips, implying Parkesvale continued operating using launches.® In 1910 there
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was still a proprietor and caretaker at Parkesvale, and in 1911 Parkesvale was described as a
‘going concern’ with ‘extensive buildings and improvements, and additionally was running ferries
daily for commuters with passenger numbers increasing.!! Parkesvale was still reported
operating in 1914.12 The number and type of newspaper articles containing ‘Parkesvale’ found in
Trove searches suggests that the pleasure grounds ceased operating around World War | but
that the area remained a popular picnic spot after that.

PARKESVALE EN FETE—PICNIC STEAMER, YACHTS, ETC

Image 1: Telephone at Parkesvale, c1905. Note the service buildings above the river flat. [NSW
Government Tourist Bureau, State Library of Victoria]

In 1911 the Australian Government considered Parkesvale as the site for its Naval College.!?
It was later rejected and a site on Jervis Bay for HMAS Creswell was chosen.

Sand mining at Parkesvale from the 1950’s caused considerable destruction of the
environment and heritage. Image 2 shows a 1970s aerial view of the sandmining in operation.

Image 2: 1970s aerial from Shire Maps, showing sand dredge working in river (bottom right), and
infrastructure on the old pleasure ground. An access road for sand truck runs north-east along the
spine of the ridge to the point. [SSC]
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Conclusion

The pleasure ground at Parkesvale was typical of the many pleasure grounds that sprang up
around Sydney between the second half of the 19" century and World War 1. They have left
a lasting legacy with many, such as Como and East Hills, being converted into riverside public
parks. This period corresponded to a time of affluence and reduced working hours for the
average Australian.

Following World War 1 things changed: motor car ownership became common, and people
looked further afield for their leisure, discovering the delights of the beach, and although some
pleasure grounds continued post-war their number and size gradually dwindled. Parkesvale
had a short life. Problems hastening its demise may have been caused by its owners, the
Sandbrook brothers — all good Congregationalists — refusing to serve alcohol and banning
dancing on Sundays. Post war, a lack of vehicle access also posed a deterrent to patrons.
Their large ferry, Telephone, was also a problem. It was too big. Silting of the river, particularly
at Como, at the confluence of the Georges and Woronora Rivers, made operating the ferry
increasingly difficult on low tides. Probably a combination of all these things contributed to
Parkesvale ending, not with a bang but a whimper.

! Butler, M 2011, Botany, Dictionary of Sydney, http://dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/botany;
Lawrence, J, 1998, Pictorial memories St George, Rockdale, Kogarah, Hurstville, Kingsclear Books,
Sydney

2 See SSHS Bulletin in February 2015, Where is the SS Telephone? This article is also available
online from: https://www.academia.edu/10122061/Where_is_the SS_ Telephone

$ Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate 5" October 1901.

4 Sydney Morning Herald 18/4/1900, p.8, Liverpool Herald 17" November 1900, p.7; Cumberland
Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate 12" October 1907 p.4; Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers
Advocate 14™ April 1909, p.1; Andrews, G 1994, Ferries of Sydney (3™ edn), Sydney University
Press, Melbourne, p.20

> The Sydney Mail and New South Wales Advertiser 7" April 1900,

¢ Australian Town and Country Journal 13" July 1904, p.39

" Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate 30" May 1914, p.5

& Sunday Times 5" March 1911, p.3

° e.g. Sunday Times 11" August 1906, p.2 and Sydney Morning Herald, 20" March1908

10 Sunday Times 5" March 1907, p.3; Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate, 21°
December 1907, p.3 and 14" May 1910, p.7

1 Evening News 8™ October 1910; Sunday Times 5" March 1911, p.3

12 Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate, 30" May 1914, p.5

13 National Archive of Australia, Naval College site ‘Parkesvale’ on George's River suggested.
NAA: MP472/1, 18/11/4192;
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcod
€=830648&isAv=N
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MEMORIES OF YOWIE BAY DURING THE 1940s and 1950s
AS TOLD BY ELAINE GILCHRIST TO HER DAUGHTER, FRANCES McINNES

Growing up in Matson Crescent, Yowie Bay during World War Il my mother was sure she would
be the cause of the Australian Army surrendering to the Japanese. Much to her horror one of her
many chores after dinner each night as a six-year-old was to shake the crumbs off the family’s
white tablecloth out the window of the small kitchen. She was never sure if the Japanese had
come into Yowie Bay in their submarines and were just waiting for the signal of the white flapping
flag. It was a terrifying thought for the young Elaine Saunders, and she can remember it still
clearly today.

Elaine Gilchrist nee Saunders, born in 1935, is one of several grandchildren descended from
Frederick Jesson Corbett who established a poultry farm in Willarong Road North in the 1890s.

During the war years Elaine and her brother Arthur lived with their mother Freda Saunders in a
rented cottage called Carinya in Matson Crescent. Her father Stewart had enlisted in the
Australian Army Canteen Services as a Technical Storeman in June 1940. One set of
grandparents, Arthur and Adeline Saunders, owned the house next door on the waterfront. This
house was eventually ‘swapped’ with the local taxi driver for a more convenient location in
Caringbah Road just after the war.

Elaine Saunders, 1940, posing at her grandparents’ Elaine and her mother picnicking on the
Matson Crescent home. jetty at Carinya at high tide, 1941

[Photos courtesy: Frances Mclnnes]

Luckily most of mum’s memories from that time were of a simple and easy life. The family didn’t
have a lot, but were happy and safe. Growing up surrounded by bushland — minus the numerous
snakes -- would be a wonderful life indeed!

At high tide Elaine would climb out of her bedroom window, jumping straight into the water. Fishing
rods were occasionally hung from various windows, always in the hope of getting a bite. She
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remembers the boats being taken up the river to Audley, including their own small rowboat. This
was to prevent the Japanese making use of them if they landed in our area.

Elaine has fond memories of the billycans full of milk, the ice cart deliveries and being given free
chunks of ice to suck on. She recalls bread and dripping sandwiches and card games. There was
a little corner shop on Matson Crescent and ‘Tarzan’ — actually Bill Lawes, the shop owner, who
was always available for deliveries in his boat — announcing his arrival with a call like Tarzan.

Walking with her mother and brother through the bush (where the Camellia Gardens are now),
up to the dirt road of President Avenue and on to Caringbah was a regular trip. President Avenue
stopped at bushland just after Kareena Rd heading west, and then started again at Kiora Rd, the
other side of the tract of bush. All the southern side of President Avenue heading up to Caringbah
was bushland and grassy paddocks and at the top of President Avenue was an old timber hall
(present site of Caringbah Inn). Mum doesn’t remember ever seeing this timber hall in use, but
she does know it was used in the late 1920s and early 1930s by Port Hacking Brownies.

Elaine and Arthur went to school at Miranda Public, walking from the western end of Matson
Crescent along a track around 200 metres from home. This track went through bush and past the
old quarry before reaching Karimbla Rd and Miranda Railway Station.

Elaine started school in 1941 when the school was situated on the eastern corner of the Kingsway
and Kiora Rd. St Lukes Church of England was also on the eastern side.

At that time Miranda had very few shops. There was a large co-op in what is now Jackson Ave
opposite the school, and an old tram shed still stood on the school grounds.! Opposite the school
on the Kingsway heading west was Billy Macs Butcher, a milk bar and ice cream shop and a
paper shop interspersed with grassy paddocks. On The northwest corner of The Kingsway and
Kiora Rd was the large Penprase general store supplying everything that a farmer or housekeeper
would need. Scattered up the Kingsway on the northern side were various small shops, including
a cake shop, dentist and haberdashery shop for all our sewing and knitting needs. There were
no shops on the southern side of the Kingsway where Westfields Miranda is now located.
Opposite the school in Kiora Rd was the ‘new’ School of Arts. The original School of Arts had
been down the end of Kiora Rd near the Sixways in the 1920s.

Miranda Public School was the closest to the family home and all Elaine’s relatives had gone
there previously, having walked from the family poultry farm.

Elaine’s memories from Miranda Public School

We wore whatever clothes we owned, no school uniforms at all. Many of the boys didn’t wear any
shoes, but would find some as well as a tie for the annual school photo. We were allowed to swap
our shoes for slippers on wet and cold days, but most of us didn’t own slippers. There were no
such things as canteens or tuckshops; we just ducked under the wire fence and ran across to the
shops — not that we ever had much money. | remember one of my friends being very popular as
her family had some connection with the Americans, and she often came to school with chewing
gum to share. A special treat indeed.

The school was only a small school but must have grown over the years, as | remember at least
one class being conducted across the road in the School of Arts building.

20



Miranda Public School, 3" class, 1944
Elaine is in the third row, fourth girl from the right
[Courtesy: Frances Mclnnes]

There were air raid shelters built in the playground away from the school rooms on the eastern
side of the yard near St Lukes Church, and | remember doing drills and marching up and down.
We had masks and a piece of thick rubber we had to put in our mouths to stop us biting our
tongues. Thank goodness we only ever practised.

In our younger years we played on a small area on the eastern side bounded by a simple wire
fence. There was also a small field there which we used for exercise classes and races. From 4"
Class onwards the girls played on the ‘Kingsway corner’ of Kiora Road and the boys ran wild at
the back of the school. The very smelly toilets were right at the back of the school, and we had
to get through the boys’ cricket and chasing games, so toilet visits were few and far between.

The older girls played vigoro in the school yard.? We always seemed to have strong players when
| was there, possibly through the abundance of tennis courts in the area and the girls were
certainly encouraged to play ball games.

We never left the school for excursions of any kind, but we didn’t lack for fun. There was always
competitions and games with and against the boys, especially in the later years. Popular games
were rounders, skipping, jacks, hopscotch, ‘fly’ and ‘countries’.

We never had any homework due to the war and lack of supplies - not enough pencils, exercise
books to waste, so we were very lucky.

Our school lessons were very routine. Each morning we recited the multiplication tables, and in
6" Class | remember we had to recite the rivers and towns of the NSW coastline. In 5th and 6™
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classes the girls had sewing lessons with a visiting teacher. | have no idea what the boys were
doing in this time. | did very well in these lessons. We always had to bring some items to hem,
and poor mum had to keep finding me tea towels to sew as | was very quick. | won the sewing
prize at the end of each of the last two years of primary school.

One of the highlights of the school year was the fancy dress ball which was held in the School of
Arts hall. We had many dance practices before the big event, with barn dances and polkas being
popular. There were many categories of fancy dress that you could enter — including the funniest
—and much time, discussion and preparation went into these events. If your parents could spare
the money and you were out of ideas, there was a lady right down the end of Taren Point Road
near the punt who hired costumes out. | remember getting a drummer boy outfit off her once, but
mainly remember the long hot walk from Matson Crescent down to her place and back. | was
lucky in that mum always had great ideas. | won the most original one year dressed as a ‘Modern
Mother’. | wore tennis clothes, had a dolly in the stroller and tins of food and a tin opener tied to
the side of the stroller.

Another highlight was the Christmas breakup party which was held in the classrooms and
schoolyard. Shoesmith’s Bakery which was up the Kingsway, nearly at Kareena Road, gave
everyone a plain bread roll. That was very exciting.

Apart from school we had many train trips into the city (my grandparents next door, the Saunders,
worked as caretakers for the Masonic Lodge in Castlereagh St). | always remember mum hiding
her old shoes in the bush near the railway station on the walk from Matson Crescent and wearing
her good shoes on the train.

| can’t remember what happened at school when peace was declared. My only memory was Ma
saying to my mother, “You must bring the children into the city, never mind the chickenpox!” That
explains my lack of school memories at the time | think, as | wasn’t there.

We watched the celebrations unfold from the window of the Masonic Hall in Castlereagh St.

It was amazing — the streamers, paper confetti and the sheer joy on people’s faces. | will never
forget it.

Elaine Saunders went on to marry Ronald Gilchrist at Our Lady of Fatima Church, Caringbah in
1955, and they brought up five children together in Ultimo St Caringbah. She was heavily involved
in the Brownies and Girl Guides, being a Brownie leader from 1965, then starting up 3" Caringbah
Guides in the early 70s. Elaine now lives up at John Paul Village in Heathcote.

1In 1965, when the school was closed and moved westwards along Kingsway, the waiting shed was
moved to become part of the Sydney Tramway Museum at Loftus, and is still standing at the
entrance.[Miranda Public School: 100 years, 1893-1993]

2Vigoro was a game invented in 1901 by Canadian, John George Grant. It originally contained elements

of tennis and cricket, and was introduced into the school curriculums in Australia’s eastern states from
the 1920s. Now it is more similar to a combination of tennis and baseball. [www.vigoro.com.au]
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PRIMARY SCHOOL SELF-GUIDED RESOURCE PACK TRIAL

SUE BURRELL

SSHS MUSEUM VISITORS’ SERVICE MANAGER

From late May to the end of June, our
neighbour, Sylvania Heights Public School,
agreed to trial our new Resource Pack
activities at the Museum.

On Thursday, 30" May, Margot Jacobs, the
school's Deputy Principal, brought to the
Museum two groups of special needs
students: ‘Sealions’ and ‘Hermit Crab’
classes. Then in June, Jennifer Saunders,
Stage 1 (K-2) Co-ordinator, organised for five
classes (‘Sugar Gliders’, ‘Lizards’, ‘Bilbies’,
‘Honey Bees’ and ‘Platypuses’) to visit the
Museum on Tuesday afternoons and

Thursday mornings.

Sylvania Heights Public School students at the
Museum on 30th May. [Photo and permission:
Margot Jacobs, Deputy Principal]

Each group comprised of about twenty-two
students and they were able to complete
three of the four activity sheets available for
teachers to choose from. Because we have
a confined space, the students were divided
into three groups, the Indigenous Australians
section, Inside the Museum and Outside the
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Museum. We were lucky with the weather on
each occasion, and the smaller groups
rotated through each  section in
approximately 15-minute intervals. making
for a more enjoyable experience for
everyone.

Many thanks to our volunteers on the day
who stepped in to supervise when the
number of accompanying adults was low.

If you want to view the activities, they are
now available on the website:

https://www.shirehistory.org/schools-and-
pre-schools.html

To finish off as a ‘thank you’, we allowed each
student to hold the Sydney 2000 Olympic
Torch (very apt with the Paris Olympics
underway).

The trial proved to be well received, with
comment coming back from Mrs Jacobs:
‘....thank you for a wonderful excursion!’. We
have asked for additional feedback from the
Stage 1 teachers to fine-tune our offering
going forward. This Resource Pack will
provide a gateway for our local schools to
engage with our local history, either in the
classroom or at the Museum — or both.

My thanks also go to the SSHS Executive
who provided proof-reading and continuous

support in this process. This form of
engagement will hopefully solidify our
important role in educating the local

community and beyond about the Shire’s
history.



THE FINAL CHAPTER IN THE ‘HOTHAM HOUSE’ STORY

KIM HATHERLY

A six-year-long battle to protect an historic Gymea home from destruction has come to an unhappy
end.

Known locally as Hotham House, and built in 1912 by Albert and Isabella Tildesley as the residence
for their highly successful Hotham Mammoth Poultry Farm, the house has been a Gymea landmark
for more than a century. (See images of Hotham House on the back cover.) It was subsequently home
to Frederick Turner and his family, then to Joseph and Nita King; each further developed the business
through innovative methods and improved production processes. The Tildesleys, Turners and Kings
were significant figures in the early 20th century poultry industry in the Shire and the state.

Hotham House was first slated for demolition in 2018 when Macquarie Health, owner of President
Private Hospital on whose grounds the house stands, submitted a Development Application to
Sutherland Shire Council to construct a new gym and parking area. Its intention to demolish the house
to make way for the car park was met with immediate community opposition. Our Society and many
concerned individuals commenced a spirited campaign to save the house, submitting rigorously-
researched submissions to Council, then to its heritage consultants, outlining the history of the
property and highlighting its heritage values.

We were successful in gaining local heritage listing for the house from Council, which consequently
rejected Macquarie Health’s Development Application. After a COVID-related hiatus, Macquarie took
a new, vastly expanded application to state government level, thereby bypassing Council influence,
calling the project a ‘State Significant Development’. Again, so many objections ensued, by the
Society and individuals, that the matter was sent to the NSW Independent Planning Commission for
a ruling.

Initially, this Commission required Macquarie to submit plans that included the retention of the house
(which it failed to do); the Society and community members wrote further submissions; the Planning
Commission denied Macquarie’'s Development Application; Macquarie appealed the decision in the
Land and Environment Court.

The Court then held a conciliation conference at which this writer made (yet another) personal
presentation on behalf of the Society, alongside Council representatives. Macquarie offered no
compromises at that conference and no agreement could be reached between it and the Planning
Commission.

However, almost a year later, by the time of the required follow-up court hearing, the Planning
Commission had made the (baffling) decision to discontinue its opposition to Macquarie Health's
application. The court had no option but to rule that Macquarie could proceed with plans, including
demolishing the house if they wished.

An extremely disappointing and unsatisfactory outcome as far as |, the Society and a large number
of local residents are concerned, but the Planning Commission’s continued opposition to the property
owner’s plans was our only hope of saving the house. Once the Commission chose to stop fighting
Macquarie’s appeal, no further avenues remained open to pursue.

Regrettably, as has been seen with Willow Grove at Parramatta and other sites around the state,
heritage listing and acknowledged heritage values are frequently not enough to preserve items of
historical importance to the community.
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BOOK REVIEW

EDWARD DUYKER

Dharawal Words, Phrases and Activities
sl Compiler and editor: Jodi Edwards

lllustrator and designer: Merindah Funnell, elder Aunty Barb

Simms

Dharawal Publications, Yowie Bay, Sydney 2022

= 34 pages

Cost: $10

wisnme et EMail: contact@dharawalwords.com.au to purchase a copy.

This book by Jodi Edwards is intended as a resource for children, educators and the community
in general. It offers Dharawal words for body parts, kinship and human classification, equipment
and technology, language, dreaming and ceremony, landscape and natural items, animals, plants
(including trees and ferns), numbers, days and weather, adjectives, suffixes and other
miscellaneous words. These are a precious window into our ancient local past. There are also
some whole sentences in Dharawal. They literally speak to us in a way that petroglyphs, hand
stencils and stone tools cannot.

A future edition will hopefully move the adverbs included under the heading ‘Adjectives’.
Hopefully, it will also substitute ‘Mammals’ for the current heading ‘Animals’, before the headings
for ‘Reptiles’, ‘Birds’, ‘Fish and Sea life’ (marine invertebrates). After all, they are all animals.

Ant = bidhura, fly mirrang and grasshopper = djilwir could perhaps be separated from the
‘Landscapes and natural items’ section to establish a separate insect list for ease of reference.
Jodi Edwards does not offer a Dharawal word for centipede. According to the remarkable
German-Australian linguist Jutta Besold there is a south-coast word: djillingari. The English word
we use, comes from the Greek and means a hundred legs. That is about double the number of
legs a centipede really has. A Dharawal purist might reject a loan word, but the language might
still offer an alternative: Marri yirran dhurra = very many legs.

The current limits of Dharawal are tragic proof of how much has been lost as a result of colonial
dispossession, massacres, introduced diseases, the stealing of children and assimilationist
policies that actively discouraged the use and transmission of the language. However, this is
greater reason to celebrate what words we do know and how we can use them.

Understandably, there are uncertainties surrounding pronunciation and phonology. How the
French surgeon Joseph Paul Gaimard (1793-1858) recorded words at Jervis Bay for his fellow-
French speakers, in November 1826, was different from how Narellan-born R H [Robert Hamilton]
Mathews (1841-1918) rendered the words he heard and collected for English speakers.?
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As Diana Kelloway Eades pointed out in her pioneering work on Dharawal and Dhurga
Languages of the New South Wales South Coast (1976), Mathews had no symbol for the central
vowel [8] in his transcriptions. The International Phonetic Alphabet, a product of the late
nineteenth century, is used by professional linguists, but would be an uncomfortable fit for a
children’s book or a layman’s vocabulary.

It would seem that Jodi Edwards has used many of the reference words and spellings offered by
Jutta Besold in her Language Recovery of the New South Wales South Coast Aboriginal
Languages (2012). It would also seem that she has used other spellings proposed by Jakelin
Troy in The Sydney Language (1993). If so, perhaps this could be made clear in a revised future
edition.

The book does not offer numeration beyond the number five, but there are other numbers that
could be added. According to Jutta Besold, language in the lllawarra offers the following:
walibiwali = six (variant: wallibeewalli);
walibiwali midha = seven (variant: wallibeewalli mitta);

mirabula = eight.

One striking omission is a section on colour, especially since Dharawal Words, Phrases and
Activities is also a colouring book with bold black and white designs by Wiradjuri artist Merindah
Funnell. But could such a section be created? | might have too vivid an imagination, but from a
sentence such as Warra binji munda gari nhari. [= That's a red-bellied black snake.] p. 21, can
we infer the following words after excluding the words for belly and snake:

munda = black;

warra = red?

Does the sentence Galinhdjan wara nundar nhari. [= That’s a red blue crimson rosella.], on page
25, suggest the following:
warra = red,;

nundar = blue?

Jodi Edwards might have her reasons for excluding other words, but once again, Jutta Besold
alerts us to:
gudja = unripe, ‘green as a tree’ (with the variant gudya collected by Mathews);
ngurung ngurung = red;
murag = black (with the variant mourak collected by Gaimard at Jervis Bay in 1826);
ngurnda = black (variant: ngurn’da, ngunda collected by Mathews);
djilawarawara = white (jillawaraura collected by Mathews);

djilawaray = grey.

However, Jodi Edwards does include yarawalang = grey hair, which appears to have a shared
etymology with the latter two words.
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Bruce Howell informs me that the Dhurga word for white, warra warra or wurra wurra, has recently
been used to provide an interpretation for ‘Warra warra wai’ recorded at Kurnell in 1770.

Jervis Bay was a meeting point for more than one language group. Perhaps this is why Jodi
Edwards excluded the following words and variants collected there by Joseph Paul Gaimard in
1826:

ban = white (variant: pann );
dhala = blue (variant: tola ).

Dala and tola were apparently also homonyms for ‘circle’. Could this have been
etymologically linked to the circular horizon of the blue sky?

When the Hon. Linda Burney, Minister for Indigenous Australians, launched Dharawal Words,
Phrases and Activities, at ANSTO, Lucas Heights, on 8 October 2022, she expressed satisfaction
that indigenous languages are no longer treated as restricted intellectual property. Yet a mere
two days later, when | asked the National Library of Australia to consult Diana Kelloway Eades’
book, on my behalf, to see if it included the Dharawal words for beetle, gastropod and centipede
(for another project), | was very surprised to be told that, since my request might:

‘pertain to material that contains Australian Indigenous cultural and intellectual property, it has
been referred to the Library’s Indigenous Engagement team for review. This process may
involve identifying cultural sensitivities or protocols associated with the material and/or
consultation with the people/community represented in the collection material. At this stage, we
are unable to advise on the length of time this process may take to complete . . .’

On 13 October, | was informed that the book was not available because of ‘essential building
works’. Under the circumstances, | am very grateful to my erudite Wiradjuri friend Bruce Howell
for making Diana Kelloway Eades’ book and several other published Dharawal and Sydney
language sources available to me, along with very constructive comments. For languages to
survive, they need to be used. Dharawal Publishing explicitly excludes Dharawal words from its
copyright statement. It is to be commended for doing so. Nevertheless, teachers and other lay
readers would benefit from a scholarly introduction or an appendix (perhaps drawn from Jodi
Edwards’ doctoral dissertation) to explain how these words have been handed down to us and
rendered in Latin script.

! Those who wish to know more about Surgeon Joseph Paul Gaimard and his visit to Jervis Bay in
1826, might like to consult my Dumont D'Urville: Explorer & Polymath (2014). Gaimard was an
important member of Dumont d’Urville’s first Astrolabe voyage which also sailed along the coast of
what is now the Sutherland Shire. | can also recommend Martin Thomas’ The Many Worlds of R. H.
Mathews: In Search of an Australian Anthropologist, Allen & Unwin, Crows Nest, 2011.
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THE LAST VOYAGE OF THE SANTA ISABEL
GARRIOCK DUNCAN

In 1909, Lawrence Hargrave promoted his theory that a lost Spanish vessel, the Santa Isabel,
under the command of a certain Lope de Vega, had reached the shores of Port Jackson in 1596.
The crew established a short-lived settlement. Some time later, a second Spanish vessel, the
Santa Barbara, perhaps on a rescue mission, arrived. Before the end of 1600, both ships
departed north, presumably in an attempt to reach some part of Spain’s Pacific domains. The
Santa Barbara was lost first, being wrecked on what is now known as Facing Island, near
Gladstone, Queensland. The Santa Isabel disappeared somewhere in the Torres Strait.*

To put Hargrave’s theory in some context, the fifty-year period, 1480-1530, had seen significant
expansion of European activity, essentially that of Portugal and Spain, in opening up the unknown
world for exploitation. Some of the events of the period may still be familiar:

* 1488 Bartholomew Diaz (Portugal) rounds the Cape of Good Hope?;

* 1498 Vasco de Gama (Portugal) reaches India;

* 1492 Christopher Columbus (Spain) ‘discovers’ the islands of the Caribbean;
* 1513 Vasco Nuiiez de Balboa (Spain) reaches the Pacific;

*1519-1522 Magellan’s (Spain) expedition circumnavigates the world;

* 1521 Hernan Cortés (Spain) conquers the Aztec Empire;

* 1532 Francesco Pizzaro (Spain) destroys the Inca Empire.3

This activity had been given moral justification, virtually divine sanction, by the so-called ‘Decree
of Discovery’, i.e. the papal bull, et Caetera (‘fand Other Matters’) issued by Pope Alexander VI in
1493. The bull stated that all lands of the earth should be governed by Christian nations, i.e.
Catholic, regardless of indigenous will.4

However, full exploitation of the Pacific’'s resources by Spain, which was to be conducted from
Peru, could not take place until the return journey east, i.e. from the Philippines to Peru, was
possible. This return journey was called the vuelta and was first completed by the Afro-
Portuguese mariner, Lope Martin (Spain) in 1564.5 Significantly, Alvaro de Mendafia de Neira
(Spain) discovered the archipelago, later named Isles of Solomon in 1568.6 Mendafia was eager
to return to colonise the archipelago but internal bickering in Callao, Peru kept him from returning
till 1595.

Mendafa's return expedition, which had set out from Callao in Peru in 1595, was dogged by
misfortune — principally poor navigation on the part of the chief pilot, the Portuguese navigator,
Pedro Fernandez de Quiros (Spain). In fairness to him, Quiros was operating without any charts
of real worth. Mendafia had estimated the distance from Peru to the Solomon Islands to be
about six and a half thousand kilometres, whereas the distance was actually twice that length.
The expedition consisted of four ships. The two smaller vessels were the frigate, Santa Catalina
and the galet (a galley type vessel but also sporting sails), San Felipe. The two larger ships
were the flagship, San Geronimo, commanded by Mendafia, himself, and the second lead ship,
the Santa Isabel, under the command of Vega.’ Lope de Vega, married to Mendafa'’s sister,
was a senior member of the expedition and the second in command.
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The first landfall was the island of Fata Hivu of the Marquesa Islands group. After another
month's sailing, the expedition was back on track, reaching the volcanic island of Tinakula in the
Santa Cruz Islands, about 40km from the Solomon lIslands, during an eruption. As night was
falling, Mendafia ordered the two smaller ships to sail ahead to scout the island. The two larger
ships would join them at daybreak. During the night, however, Mendafia, in the San Geronimo,
lost contact during with Vega in the Santa Isabel. When day dawned no trace of the Santa Isabel
was found. After a fruitless search, the three remaining vessels continued on.2 It is at this point
that Hargrave’s theory cuts in.

As some of his ‘evidence’ was open to reasonable questions — the rock carvings and the
Proclamation — Hargraves needed indisputable evidence. This was supplied, it seemed, by a
report from the attempt to found the colony of North Australia.® A Lt Colonel George Barney of the
Royal Engineers seems to have been Hargrave’s informant. An ancient shipwreck had been
found on Facing Island, about 12km east of Gladstone. ‘Ancient’ in this context meant prior to
1770. This ‘hard physical’ evidence was some weather-worn timbers, a cannon, stamped 1596
and bearing the name, ‘Santa Barbara’, and, on a nearby rock face an apparent human face and
scratchings, which were interpreted as the date, 1660. The significance of this find for Hargrave’s
theory is obvious. Unfortunately, however, no attempt was made to bring any of this material to
Sydney.1°

It was the cannon which was the most significant. Cast in 1596, it bore not the name of a ship but
an invocation to Saint Barbara, patron saint of artillerymen and miners — both groups who used
explosives. A number of weapons of Iberian origin have been found in Australia. In the absence
of any alternative, i.e. Spain, all such finds were considered to be of Portuguese origin. The
earliest find dates back to 1884 and the most recent to 2010.12 However, the best known were
found in 1916, during World War I, on what is now known as Carronade Island in Napier Broome
Bay, off Western Australia’s north-west coast.!® There is a more plausible explanation — that the
guns relate to some unknown Portuguese mariner.

Journalist Peter Trickett, who in 2007 revised Kenneth G Macintyre’s 1977 theory of the pre-Cook
Portuguese discovery of the east coast of Australia, made in his book a passing comment about
the seizure of two Chinese junks, which together were armed with 17 guns of Portuguese origin.
Trickett showed no signs that he recognised the significance of this detail, namely that a
Portuguese or Spanish cannon found on Australian shores was not necessarily evidence of
Portuguese or Spanish activity.1* Amongst Asian sea-faring nations, there was a booming trade
in obsolescent or even obsolete European weaponry. In fact, the Carronade Island guns, though
of European design, are of South East Asian origin and are dated late 18™ century. It is most likely
that the guns on Carronade Island had been placed there by Macassans engaged in the sea-
cucumber (trepang) trade. °

There is a less romantic and much more prosaic version of this tale. The context, as mentioned
above, was the surveying, involving Lt Colonel Barney, of the site for a settlement at Pt. Curtis to
be the ‘capital’ of the new colony of North Australia. In February 1912, the Sydney Morning Herald
published a lengthy letter by James Henry Watson, at the time President of the Royal Society of
New South Wales. The letter began as the review of a recently published book. The book detailed
the 1853 discovery of the presumed wreck of the Santa Barbara on Facing Island. The 1596
cannon was found at South Tree Point. The assumption was that in the late 16" or early 17t
century a Spanish vessel, the Santa Barbara, entered Port Curtis and was wrecked. Also, there
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were allegedly signs of a definite attempt to found a settlement, but no human remains were
found. No mention of a second Spanish vessel!

Watson then started to strip away the layers of assumption. The surveying of the settlement site
was carried out from September to November 1846. In January 1847 the first contingent of
settlers set out from Sydney. Additional groups would be despatched with one group landing on
Facing Island. No signs of a previous settlement were found. Apparently, during this period Facing
Island was much tramped over. Ultimately, the attempt to found the colony was abandoned.
However, Facing Island was visited again in 1856 as a result of the loss of the schooner, Sable
Chief. Still, no-one mentioned any finds let alone a Spanish wreck. This is probably why no
physical evidence of the wreck was brought to Sydney. However, Watson can supply details about
the missing wreck. In 1869, the Prince Regent, carrying timber, sprung a leak near Gladstone
and was abandoned. Further proof that the Prince Regent is the fabled Santa Barbara is that part
of the ballast of the Prince Regent was an antique Spanish canon — in 1869 just a piece of scrap
iron.6

In Hargrave's defence, the fate of the Santa Isabel was unknown in his day. That is no longer so.
The probable fate of those on board the Santa Isabel was finally revealed during an
archaeological dig carried out during 1970-1971. Excavations at the town of Pamua, on San
Cristobal Island, revealed evidence of Spanish occupation. It could only have been the survivors
of the Santa Isabel. How or why the Santa Isabel became separated from the rest of Mendafa's
flotilla will ever remain unknown. Likewise the ultimate fate of its survivors, but it was not likely to
have been pleasant.'’

About a decade after Vega's alleged arrival in Port Jackson, there was some Spanish activity in
northern waters — the voyage of Luis Va(e) de Torres in 1606. Torres sailed west to east through
the strait, which still bears his name. Australia may have been visible on the starboard to the
south but no landing was recorded. However, the earliest verifiable Spanish visit to Port Jackson
can be dated to 1793. In that year, two corvettes of the Spanish Royal Navy called into Port
Jackson. The ships were the Descubieta (‘Discovery’) and the Atrevida (‘Daring’), under the
overall command of Alessandro Malaspina whilst conducting a ‘scientific’ survey of the Pacific
(1789-1794). After a friendly stay of some weeks, the vessels departed to continued their
mission.18

! Lawrence Hargrave, 1911, Lope de Vega, Sydney.

2 The assignment of nationality reflects the country, which mounted these voyages. see: Miriam
Estenson 2006, Terra Australia Incognita: the Spanish Quest for the Great South Land, Allen &
Unwin, p.63.

% In comparison, Francis Drake completed England’s first circumnavigation of the world in 1580.

4 https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources/spotlight-primary-source/doctrine-discovery-1493/.

> Donna Sarkar, 2021, ‘The Forgotten Tale of a Black Mariner During the Age of Exploration’,
https://www.discovermagazine.com/planet-earth/the-forgotten-tale-of-a-black-mariner-during-the-
age-of-exploration/

6 C Jack-Hinton, 1962, ‘The Discovery, Rediscovery and Exploration of the Islands of the Solomons,
1568-1838’, pp.1-3 (https://openresearch.repository.anu.edu/bltstream/1885/117939/3/b1649970-
Hinton_v.3.pdf/ ).

" *Alvaro de Mendafia de Neira, 142?-1595, Pedro Fernandes de Queiros’,
https://library.princeton.edu/visual materials/maps/websites/pacific/mendana-queiros.html/
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8 Estensen 2006, pp.60-61.

® For a chart of the area, see: Hargrave 1911, p.4.

10 Hargrave 1911, p.5.

11 peter Trickett 2007, Beyond Capricorn, East Street Publications, p.44.

12 ‘Bronze gun on Darwin beach may be 250 years old, test shows’, The Guardian, 12 December
2013.

13 Kenneth G Mclntyre 1977, The Secret Discovery of Australia, Souvenir Press, p.57.

1 Trickett, 2007, p.42.

15 Jeremy Green, ‘The Carronade Island Guns and Australia’s Early Visitors’, The Great Circle, 4[2],
October 1982, pp.73-83.

16 James H Watson 1912, ‘The Spaniards at Port Curtis’, Sydney Morning Herald, 29 February, p.12
(https://trove.gov.nla/newspaper/article/1533915/ [04/11/2021]).

17 Estensen 2006, 72-73. See also: J Allen 1972 and R C Green, ‘Mendafia 1595 and the Fate of
the Lost 'Almiranta’: an archaeological investigation’, Journal of Pacific History, pp.73-91.

18 | Olicelli 2013, ‘Alessandro Malaspina: an Italian-Spaniard at Port Jackson’, Sydney Journal, 4(1),
pp.38-48.

Spanish galleon San Geronimo, followed by the Santa Isabel and the rest of the fleet near the
erupting Tinakula volcano in the Santa Cruz archipelago in 1595, by Carlos Parrilla Penagos
[Source: https://ltwilliammowett.tumblr.com/post/668027045398331392/santa-cruz-islands-the-galleon-
san-geronimoj
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EXCURSION TO ROYAL NATIONAL PARK SAWMILL

GREG JACKSON

On Friday, 215t June Greg Jackson and Pam Forbes led an excursion to the site of the old sawmill
in the Royal National Park. Members of the lllawong Wildflower Group and the National Park
Association combined for this excursion.

Excursionists visiting the sawmill site in the Royal
National Park [Photo: Jack Pratts]

We met at Loftus Oval car park and carpooled down to McKell Avenue below Waterfall where the
sawmill was operated by James Foster of Waterfall from around 1903 and was powered by a
Robey 18hp semi-portable engine.

The boiler from this engine lies in the bush beside the
upper reaches of the Hacking River. Beside the boiler
are the remains of a timber-lined pit for the circular saw
blade and, no doubt, other related structures are in the
nearby bush. James Foster owned both a bullock team
and eight heavy draught horses, and these would have
been used to install the sawmill and move logs to the
mill and sawn timber to market. This area still abounds
in durable hardwoods: turpentines (Syncarpia
glomulifera) and blackbutts (Eucalyptus pilularis), and
the surrounding woodland contains evidence that these
quality hardwoods were logged extensively. A small
community of loggers and their families would have
lived at this location.

A sawmill was still operating at this site in 1922

providing sawn Ilumber and pit props for the _ S
Metropolitan Coal Company, before being closed b Boiler from the Robey 18hp semi-portable
P pany, 9 y engine, used to power the sawmill. [Photo:

public pressure. Greg Jackson]
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EXCURSION TO DELARDES RESERVE, 14™ JULY 2024

GREG JACKSON

For NAIDOC Week Graham Avery, the Sutherland Shire Council Natural Areas Aboriginal
Heritage Officer, joined us on an excursion to the Albert Delardes Reserve, lllawong. The activity
was held in conjunction with the National Parks Association and the Menai Wildflower Group, and
started with a walk through the eastern end of the Georges River National Park to Delardes
Reserve. In the reserve Graham had prepared a traditional Aboriginal smoking ceremony and
then led a walk to a large Aboriginal midden discussing bush tucker and the midden’s
significance. Lloyd Hedges, from the Menai Wildflower Group, spoke about the geology of the
region and the reason for the unusual plant species in this reserve.

Greg Jackson and Pam Forbes discussed the reserve’s considerable European history still
evident. Sir Thomas Mitchell’s lllawarra Road crossed the Georges River into Delardes Reserve
in 1843, and a pleasure ground called ‘Lugarno Park’ was established here around 1900. The
remains of both the old ferry crossing and the pleasure ground are still evident in the reserve.
The enormous Lugarno Power Station proposed here in the 1950s would have turned this reserve
into industrial squalor. Fortunately, it was cancelled at the last moment.

The excursionists were treated to morning tea, provided by the Menai Wildflower Group, and
driven back to their cars.

The success of these NAIDOC Week activities was a tribute to the organisers, Anthony Jackson,
Lloyd Hedges and Graham Avery.
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After the smoking ceremony at Delardes Reserve. Botanist Lloyd Hedges talking to the assembled

group. Graham Avery is far right. [Photo: Greg Jackson]
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CLARICE NELSON (1885-1977)
An Unassuming Woman

PAULINE CURBY

Miranda resident Clarice Nelson stitched this sampler in 1898 when she was twelve years old.
Now showing its age, this classic piece demonstrates the needlework skills females were
expected to acquire in the 19t and early 20" centuries. Young girls learnt a variety of stitches,
some of which we see on the sampler.

Clarice Nelson, the seventh of eight children, was born on 29" December 1885 when her family
was living in the inner Sydney suburb of Forest Lodge.! Her parents, English migrants Joseph
Nelson and Sarah Hammond had married 18 years earlier after meeting at a concert in the old
school room of the Redfern Congregational Church.? They were to remain deeply involved in this
church. Their devotion never wavered.?

The family ran a number of businesses, including the Waterloo Tea Warehouse and a grocery
store in Botany Street, Redfern. Family memories refer to several business failures, exacerbated
by the 1890s depression.* Mired in tough conditions and with a large family to support, they
decided to try their luck in an outlying district south of the Georges River.

Connected to Sydney in late 1885 by the lllawarra railway, this area — now Sutherland Shire —
was beginning to attract attention. The Holt-Sutherland Company, which had a monopoly of
land in the district, advertised extensively in Sydney hoping to attract potential tenants to take
up leaseholds. The Company’s offer of three-acre leases of farming land at a rental of two
pounds per acre per annum, seemed a good bet to Joseph and Sarah, as a lease would be a
less onerous financial burden than purchasing land.®

After Joseph made an initial foray into this unfamiliar territory, the family followed a few months
later. So, in 1893 at the age of seven little Clarice, her mother and the other children joined their
father in the small village of Miranda. This must have seemed like the back of beyond as there
were few services or infrastructure and no local government authority until 1906. It would be two
years before a Congregational Church was established in the village. On the contrary, unlike
Forest Lodge, Redfern and most of the inner city, Miranda boasted clean air, open space and a
chance to attain modest prosperity.

The Nelsons hoped to achieve this when they acquired a four-acre lease on the north side of Port
Hacking Road, opposite what is now Junction Street. Encouraged by an agent’s over-optimistic
spruiking when they toured the Holt Estate, Joseph decided to go into mixed farming, even
though, according to his youngest son Wilfred, he had no money. In common with other economic
refugees from the inner city who set out to run small farms, Joseph had no farming experience
either. Not unexpectedly life was fairly basic, especially in the early years when the family lived
in a bag humpy.®

Meanwhile the two girls, Edith and Clarice, enrolled at the recently opened Miranda Public School
but, according to Wilfred’s memoir, they did not stay because of the ‘ruffian tactics by some of the
boys’. This was of serious concern to Joseph and Sarah as it meant the girls left the public school
to attend a small private school on Port Hacking Road run by a Mrs Walcott. The family must now
have been in a position that allowed them to pay the sixpence a week each pupil was charged.

This was not an insignificant sum as it is roughly equivalent to $25 today.” Wilfred was also a
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pupil there when he reached school age.® According to Sutherland Shire Museum’s donation
form, Clarice’s sampler was completed at Miranda Public School, but it may well have been done
when she attended Mrs Walcott’s establishment.

To local residents the Nelson endeavour must have looked promising, as Joseph obtained
support from local timber merchant William Burns, even though, as Wilfred later recalled, Burns
was a Catholic. In those sectarian times your particular branch of Christianity was important. Not
only did Burns help Joseph when they first arrived in Miranda, but later lent him money.®

The Nelsons returned to the grocery business in a small way in 1904 when they opened a shop,
nicknamed the ‘Pill Box’ next to the Anchorage, as their home was now called. This must have
been successful because 10 years later a larger store Highfield Cash Store — operated by JT
Nelson and Sons, Grocers and Provision Merchants — was established on the Kingsway in what
became the suburb of Caringbah.1° This is reputed to be the first shop in this part of Sutherland
Shire.

BR"EERS &Tﬁﬂ\?i’ﬁdﬂ“ﬁfﬂtmms

Nelsons’ Highfield Cash Store, Caringbah with a delivery vehicle in front [Source: SLL]

Caringbah was a village by this time — a busy hub at a junction of three roads. At the southern
end of Port Hacking Road, you could take a boat to the National Park and, after 1916, at the
northern end of Taren Point Road a newly opened punt service conveyed passengers over the
Georges River to Sans Souci. The most significant road was the Kingsway, as this was on the
tram route that opened in 1911, and ran from Sutherland Station to Shelly Park in Cronulla, at a
time when Cronulla was booming and known as ‘the Manly of the south’. The move to Caringbah
was a success, and the Nelsons operated this business for many years.!

Sarah and Joseph died in 1927 and 1928 respectively, and afterwards Clarice, Edith and Wilfred
managed the shop until they retired in 1947. In 1935 their eldest brother Joseph Samuel, who
had bought the Caringbah land in 1914, transferred the title to his three youngest siblings. They
sold the site in 1956 just as the population of Sutherland Shire was exploding.1?
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The three siblings retired to Vista Street Caringbah, ‘continuing their active interests in the
Congregational Church’ including teaching Sunday School at Miranda.'® Colleen Wood, their
great niece recalls visiting the older Nelsons in Vista Street,

where they kept chooks and grew tomatoes. They invited our family to dinner, but my mother
was not impressed when all they served each person was one boiled egg and a raw
tomato.4

When Wilfred died in 1980, he was the last of the Nelson family in Sutherland Shire. Edith had
predeceased him in 1974 at the age of 92, while Clarice died in 1977 at the age of 91. An article
in SSHS Bulletin noted that Miranda Congregational Church was crowded for Wilfred’s funeral,
with Rev. Ray Best declaring he ‘was held in love and respect throughout his long life’.1> The
SSHS Bulletin report on Clarice’s death was more restrained, noting that she was a member of
an ‘old pioneer settler family in the Shire’ but with no reference to her personal qualities.'® Colleen
Wood comments on her great aunt’s quiet, unexceptional life:

My memories of Aunty Clarrie are that she was a very quiet, kindly lady who kept her
thoughts to herself. ... Edith had taught herself to play the harmonium (pedal organ), but
Clarice did not seem to have any particular talents’.t’

Clarice Nelson’s recently discovered sampler, donated to Sutherland Shire Museum in 1978,
but only recently on display, is a way of remembering this unassuming woman.

Acknowledgments:
Lois Aspin, Kim Hatherly, Greg Jackson, Anne McCutcheon, Cheryl Spencer, Colleen Wood
(great niece of the Nelson siblings).

! Australian Town & Country Journal, 23 January 1886, p.44.

2 SSHS Bulletin, February, 2013, p.10.

3 On one occasion Wilfred Nelson claimed they were Baptists. SSHS Bulletin, February, 1983, pp.4-6.
4 SSHS Bulletin, August 1989 p.483 & February, 2013, p.10.

5 SSHS Bulletin, November 1980, p.393; Maryanne Larkin, Sutherland Shire, a history to 1939,
Sutherland History Press, Jannali, 1998, p.25.

6 NSW Land Registry Services, Lease No 541072 and Certificate of Title Vol 5252 Fol 53 for Lot 79 DP
2949; SSHS Bulletin, February, 1983, pp.4-6; Larkin, p. 25.

" This is a very rough estimate using https://www.measuringworth.com/datasets/auswages/result.php,
accessed 8 May 2024.

8 SSHS Bulletin, February, 1983, pp.4-6.

% The loan was to establish a grocery business in Redfern. At some point Wilfred and Clarice looked after
this during the week and came home to Sutherland Shire at weekends. SSHS Bulletin, August 1989
p.483 and February, 1983, pp.4-6.

10 SSHS Bulletin, February, 2013, p.11.

11 SSHS Bulletin, November 1980, p.393.

12 NSW Land Registry Services, Certificate of Title Vol 2453 Fol 89 for Lot 24 DP 6523.

13 SSHS Bulletin, November, 1977, p.111 and August 1989 p.483.

14 Colleen Wood, email, 8 May 2024.

15 SSHS Bulletin, November 1980, p.393.

16 SSHS Bulletin, November, 1977, p.111.

7Colleen Wood, email, 8 May 2024.
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CLARICE NELSON - an unassuming woman (cont.)

feather stitch stem stitch o
satin stitch mitred corner

back iy
Bt stitch
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?‘ buttonhole
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i ' herringbone
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back stitch drawn threads

Clarice Nelson's Sampler [Photo: Anne McCutcheon]

») Bt N .
Members of Miranda Congregational Church
Back: Wilfred and Clarice Nelson, unknown
Front: Unknown, Edith Nelson, ca 1970s [SSL]

Back: Clarice and Joseph Samuel Nelson
Front: Wilfred and Edith Nelson, ca late 1930s
[Source: Colleen Wood]



HOTHAM HOUSE — THEN AND NOW
THEN —1930s ...

Hotham House, which has local heritage listing, was built in 1912 as the residence for a poultry farm
in Gymea. [Photo: 1930s. Larry Humphrey]

... and NOW |

After a long battle to save this unique piece of the Shire’s history, it seems slated for demolition.
[Photo: Kim Hatherly, 1923]

See the story of the battle to save Hotham House by Kim Hatherly on page 24.
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