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JOHN 
Text of a tribute delivered by Graham Daly at the 18th July meeting 

Last Saturday the Committee had its monthly meeting and the day before, as is my habit, I 
prepared to ring a number of active members to get updates for our agenda items. 

Accordingly, I rang Kate to find out how John was and to get some information or advice 
about some of the things that he has been involved with. I had seven points for discussion. 

And of course you know the rest. 

Now anyone who associated with John will know what he was like. Quiet, calm, kind, 
positive, gracious and hardworking in his roles as Treasurer and Public Officer for the 

Society. 

Some of you may only know John from his constant and warm presence seated at the door 
taking our money and signatures at every meeting. However, only those members who were 

on the Committee or otherwise active can really know how important John was to the 
functioning of the Society. All the more so over the last year when our organisation has seen 

a number of volunteers leave or step down from their roles.  

It was John who stepped up and did some things that some of the rest of us weren’t willing or 
able to do, from managing the Museum Roster to doing the PowerPoint for these meetings to 

dealing with the renewal of the museum lease to organising events like our last Christmas 
Party and the Vintage and Collectables Fair. His support and encouragement was always 

there. 

And of course we shouldn’t forget in this the great assistance and support that Kate provided 
all along the way. We think of her and her family today. 

John’s help and efforts were all the more remarkable given his health problems. Kate told me 
yesterday that he was always in pain. But knowing John he never complained or said 

anything about it. 

Although John was in hospital, news of his death still came as a great shock to me. We’re 
grateful that he lived long enough to win that Community Volunteers Award earlier this year 

and to enjoy our 60th Anniversary. The massive turn out for John’s funeral yesterday, 
including a contingent from the Society, only reflected the immense respect and affection in 

which John was held. 

A voluntary organisation like ours is only as good as its members and we can only survive on 
the work and commitment of people like John. John loved the Historical Society and he is 

one of a long list of people who built the Society and are no longer with us. 

It seems to me that the best tribute we can give to John and those who have gone before is 
to do what we can to keep the Society going and growing. 

Thank you John. 
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SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 

THE SOCIETY 
The SSHS has a proud tradition stretching back more than half a century and is an entirely volunteer and not-for-
profit organisation. Over the years the Society has taken on the responsibility of recording and preserving local 
history so that Shire residents can learn more about our past. 

 
WRITING FOR THE BULLETIN 

Since its beginning, the Society has fostered the skills of local writers and their work is recorded in the Bulletin – 
copies of which can be accessed on our website: www.shirehistory.org or for issues up to end 2020, at Sutherland 
Library - Local Studies. Members and non-members are invited to submit material for future editions and although 
we give local history priority, we are happy to accept stories on Australian history generally. We ask that you quote 
your sources and acknowledge any material used as well as obtaining permission from authors. Any enquiries 
contact the Editor:  Elizabeth Craig at elizabeth.craig@y7mail.com or phone 0491 096 642. 
 

Digital copies of the Sutherland Shire Historical Society Inc Bulletin are emailed to all Society members with online 
access. Print copies can be purchased at $10.00 each. Digital copies are also emailed to all Shire council libraries, 
the Mayor, Shire General Manager, all Councillors, local politicians, the Royal Australian Historical Society, National 
Trust of NSW, NSW State Library, National Library of Australia, University of Sydney, University of NSW, 
neighbouring local history societies, Shire high school libraries and some local businesses. Issues from September 
1966 are also posted on the SSHS website: www.shirehistory.org  

COPYRIGHT 

Copyright for material appearing in this publication remains the property of the individual writers and, apart from 
any fair dealing for the purposes of private study, research, criticism or review, as permitted under the Copyright 
Act, no part may be reproduced by any process without the written permission of the author. All enquiries should 
be made to the Editor. 

REGISTRATION 

SSHS BULLETIN – ISSN 1444-2930 (from February 2000); ISSN 2652-4000 (ONLINE) (from May 2019) 
Society publications are registered with the National Library of Australia in accordance with International Standard 
Serial Numbering and have an ISSN or ISBN number.  
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SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETINGS 
Monthly meetings are held on the THIRD Saturday of each month (except December) at 1.30 pm – at Stapleton 
Avenue Community Centre, 3A Stapleton Avenue, Sutherland (near the library). We welcome visitors to hear our 
guest speakers, mix with local history enthusiasts and share afternoon tea and a chat. There is a $5 entry fee which 
covers afternoon tea and a Lucky Door Prize.  

+ 

 

SUTHERLAND SHIRE MUSEUM 
Our Museum at 88 Venetia Street, Sylvania is open for visitors. Opening hours are:  
Tuesdays, 12.00 – 4.00pm, Thursdays 9.30am – 1.30pm, Saturdays 9.00 – 1.00pm. Entry is $5. To organise a 
group visit, please email Sue Burrell, our Visitor Services Manager at shiremuseumvisitors@gmail.com 
 

DONATING MATERIAL: If you have items of historical significance to Sutherland Shire such as artefacts, documents 
or photographs, that you wish to donate or lend to the Museum, please contact us at shirehistory@gmail.com. While 
we welcome such items, we have very limited space and have to adhere to our acquisitions policy which dictates 
what sort of items we can accept. If you do not wish to part with original items, we would welcome copies of 
documents and photographs. Temporary loans for specific periods for suitable items are also welcome. Cash 
donations and sponsorship assist us to improve the museum and perhaps you can keep the museum in mind when 
planning your estate.  

+ 

 

CONTACTING THE SOCIETY 
All correspondence and membership enquiries should be addressed to The Honorary Secretary,  

Sutherland Shire Historical Society, 88 Venetia Street, Sylvania NSW 2224  

Alternatively, email us at shirehistory@gmail.com; or phone us on 0424 600 150 
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SOCIETY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 2025-2026 

                                                                   ELECTED MEMBERS 
 

ACTING TREASURER/PUBLIC OFFICER Karen Leegwater (from 11.07.2026) 
  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS  
MINUTES SECRETARY Graham Daly 
 Carol McDonald 
 Stephanie Bailey 

 

                       APPOINTED POSITIONS  
 

  

MUSEUM MANAGEMENT TEAM Carol McDonald, Graham Daly 

MUSEUM CURATORIAL TEAM Kate Doherty; Carol McDonald; Leigh Wallbank; 
Cheryl Spencer 

MUSEUM VISITORS SERVICES MANAGER Vacant (from 30.06.26) 

BULLETIN EDITOR Elizabeth Craig 

BULLETIN   PROOF READER Lyn Scaysbrook 

PUBLICATIONS TEAM Pauline Curby (Convenor); Elizabeth Craig; Kim 
Hatherly 

WEBSITE MANAGER Stephanie Bailey 

SOCIAL MEDIA OFFICER Vacant 

ARCHIVIST Carol McDonald 

GRANTS OFFICER Vacant 

FUNDRAISING OFFICER Kate Doherty 
EXCURSIONS OFFICERS Greg Jackson, Christine Edney  
DATABASE MANAGER Bruce Edney 

WELFARE OFFICER Mary Small 

AFTERNOON TEA COORDINATOR Kate Doherty 

HONORARY SOLICITOR Michael Solari 

 

 

To contact a Committee member or office bearer, email or phone us: 

Email:  shirehistory@gmail.com, or for Museum visits: 

shiremuseumvisitors@gmail.com 

Phone: 0424 600 150 (leave a message) 

Your message or email will be forwarded on to the appropriate person, who will 
contact you directly. 
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60th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 

THIS NOTICE IS ISSUED ON BEHALF OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS ARE ADVISED THAT THE AGM AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR 2026-2027 WILL BE HELD ON 

SATURDAY 19th SEPTEMBER 2026 

COMMENCING AT 1.30pm 

STAPLETON COMMUNITY CENTRE, 3A STAPLETON AVENUE, SUTHERLAND 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

1. WELCOME, ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY AND APOLOGIES 

2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF THE 2025 AGM AS PUBLISHED IN THE NOVEMBER    

     2025 BULLETIN. 

3. ADOPTION OF THE ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2025-2026 FROM THE EXECUTIVE  

    COMMITTEE AS PUBLISHED IN THE AUGUST 2026 BULLETIN. 

4. ADOPTION OF THE FINANCIAL REPORT AND BALANCE SHEET FOR 2025-2026 

 

5. ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 

 PRESIDENT 

DEPUTY PRESIDENT 

SECRETARY 

TREASURER 

PUBLIC OFFICER 

COMMITTEE MEMBER 1 

COMMITTEE MEMBER 2 

COMMITTEE MEMBER 3 

 
6. GENERAL BUSINESS 

         

THIS NOTICE IS GIVEN IN AUGUST 2026        GRAHAM DALY, MINUTES SECRETARY
   

(Please note, Annual Financial Reports will be emailed or delivered by 5 September, the 
required two weeks prior to the AGM.) 
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SSHS CALENDAR:  AUGUST – NOVEMBER 2026 
(See website: www.shirehistory.org for updates) 

 

SSHS MEETING - normally held at 1.30pm, 3rd Saturday in the month                                     
 at the Stapleton Community Centre, Sutherland (except December)                                      

                                                                                          
Sutherland Shire Museum at 88 Venetia St., Sylvania is open: 

 Tuesdays 12.00 – 4.00pm 
Thursdays, 9.30am-1.30pm and Saturdays, 9.00am – 1.00pm 

For enquiries re Museum visits email shiremuseumvisitors@gmail.com  

AUGUST 2026 Sat. 
15TH   

SPEAKER: Marie Palmer, a volunteer with the Harbour Trust, will 
speak to us about some extraordinary places on Sydney Harbour and 
their history.

Thurs 
27th  

EXCURSION Nan Tien Temple, Unanderra. Meet at Venetia St 
Museum at 9.30am for carpooling. See Website for lunch/tour/activity 
options. Email Christine on cmedney@gmail.com or ph. 0410 141 439 

SEPTEMBER 
2026 

Sat. 
19th  

--- AGM --- 
 

SPEAKER: SSHS Member, Carol McDonald’s topic will be ‘A Walking 
Tour of Sutherland’ 

OCTOBER 
2026 

Sat. 
17th  

SPEAKER:  Richard White, a former Australian history lecturer at 
University of Sydney, is well known as an authority on national identity, 
tourism and popular culture. He will speak on ‘Symbols of Australia’ 

NOVEMBER 
2026 

Sat. 
21st  

SPEAKER: Jean Campbell is a member of Family History Botany 
Bay. Her topic is to be confirmed. 

 

EXCURSIONS 
Other excursions coming up: 

                         September:    Nutcote (May Gibbs’ house) at Cremorne (by train and ferry) 
                         October:        Train Museum at Thirlmere (carpooling) 

Details and dates to be confirmed. 

Please note that for insurance purposes only members can join SSHS excursions  

 

SSHS Membership fees for 2026/2027 fell due on 30th June 2026 
 

Annual fees are $40 per person/$60 per couple 
(+ $40 pa to receive a printed copy of each Bulletin) 

 

Please email shirehistory@gmail.com for instructions on how to pay. 
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SSHS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 

GRAHAM DALY 

This year we saw our 
Society turn 60, and 
a definite highlight of 
the last twelve 
months was the lively 
60th Anniversary 
Celebration held at 
our own museum at 

Sylvania in April. At this event we also had 
the honour of launching the 2026 Sutherland 
Shire Citizens’ Heritage Festival, the year’s 
theme being ‘Change’. How fitting this turned 
out to be! 

Back in 1966, Sutherland Shire Historical 
Society was initiated by Sutherland Shire 
Council with an executive committee of 16.  
For many years we were based at 
Sutherland, with our museum ensconced in 
the Sutherland Memorial School of Arts Hall 
within a proverbial bull’s roar of the Council 
Chambers. How things have changed! 

Just over the last twelve months we have 
seen a number of our valued volunteers and 
office holders depart for various reasons. As 
if this wasn’t enough, John Doherty, our 
much loved Treasurer and master of all 
trades, unexpectedly passed away in July. 
See my tribute to him in this edition. 

Without a President or Secretary for the first 
time, our Society has continued to function 
and indeed thrive over the last year thanks to 
the energy, commitment and passion of a 
relatively small team of volunteers. I would 
like to acknowledge the efforts of John and 
my fellow committee members, Carol 
McDonald, Karen Leegwater and Stephanie 
Bailey, along with the essential contributions 
of Pauline and Kevin Curby, Christine and 
Bruce Edney, Elizabeth Craig, Sue Burrell, 
Greg Jackson, Leigh Wallbank, Kate 
Doherty, Kim Hatherly and all those who 
have volunteered at the museum and at our 
events. And thank you to all of our members 
who continue to support our organisation in 
your various ways. 

This year we had the pleasure of seeing our 
new museum pergola completed and all 
approvals finalised in time for the Society’s 
birthday. This brings to an end a long and at 
times painful process and we thank Kevin 
and Pauline for seeing it through. We also 
acknowledge the substantial grant from 
Sutherland Shire Council that made this 
asset possible. 

Pauline’s book Woolooware – a grand 
position was received enthusiastically when 
it was released in November and has sold 
widely. raising more than $2,000 for SSHS to 
date. Production of this publication was 
assisted by a grant from the Royal Australian 
Historical Society. Our Publications 
Committee hosted a successful history 
writing workshop for members in September 
and one or more local histories are currently 
underway. 

Elizabeth continues to produce the vibrant 
and comprehensive Bulletin every three 
months and Christine has taken over the 
reins of our quirky Reaching Out newsletter. 

The Council lease for our museum has 
recently been extended for one year, there 
being legal obstacles to a longer term at 
present. Thank you to John and Karen for 
organising this. See Carol’s Museum Report 
for this year’s activities at Venetia St. 

Our monthly meetings have been well 
attended, featuring talks covering a wide 
range of topics. including Shipwrecks of 
Sydney Harbour, Frontier Wars, Daniel 
Solander, Gough Whitlam, the Port Hacking 
Tombolo Proposal and History That Didn’t 
Happen in the Shire. Thank you to all those 
who make these regular events possible. 

Greg Jackson continues to take us to a 
variety of interesting historical destinations 
each month on the SSHS excursions. This 
year they have included Elizabeth and 
Experiment Farms, Vaucluse House, Old 
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Government House, The Rocks and the 
Justice and Police Museum. 

Two events that proved to be very successful 
in raising funds and the profile of the Society 
this year were the annual Vintage and 
Collectables Fair in June and a Bunnings 
BBQ at Kirrawee in February. These were 
organised by John, Kate and Michael 
Banasik respectively. 

Another highlight of the year was the Cook 
Awards won by John and fellow members, 
George Cotis and Colin Storey for their 
outstanding work as community volunteers. 
These awards were given by the Federal 
Member for Cook, Simon Kennedy MP in 
February. 

Our website has been upgraded with more 
links to historical resources for research and 
the replacement of images and redundant 
items. This process continues as we look to 
improve our digital presence generally. 

Your Society continues to face challenges, 
particularly with volunteer and visitor 
numbers, but we are not alone. Many 
community organisations are in the same 
boat. How we navigate the currents and tides 
of change will depend on all of us. 

If you feel you can contribute to helping our 
Society thrive, we would love to hear from 
you.

………………………. 

MUSEUM REPORT 

CAROL MCDONALD 

The Sutherland Shire Museum is an integral 
part of the Sutherland Shire Historical 
Society. 

In the past year we have hosted events at the 
Museum, particularly the launch of 
Sutherland Shire Citizens Heritage Festival, 
combined with the 60th anniversary of our 
Society. The event was very successful and 
supported by our members, visitors and local 
politicians. It was particularly pleasing that it 
was celebrated under the new pergola. 

The Museum provides visitors with a variety 
of offerings. Our latest exhibition on the 
history of Physical Culture in the Shire drew 
interest. One lady was thrilled to see a photo 
of herself included in this display. Volunteers 
provide interesting and enlightening guided 
tours.  

We also research enquiries from the public 
and have a comprehensive library consisting 
of books, photos and files of local interest 
and sale items. 

Thanks must go to Sue Burrell for her 
enthusiastic support as Museum Visitor 
Services Manager. Sue resigned at the end 
of June and is greatly missed. Under her 
watch the Museum hosted a number of 
school groups, including six classes from 
Sylvania Heights Public School and two aged 
care groups, as well as individuals. Sue was 
ably supported by a group of dedicated 
volunteers. 

The other person who will be sadly missed is 
John Doherty who passed away recently. Not 
enough thanks could be given to John for his 
work not only as Treasurer, but also for his 
dedicated support of the Museum. It is 
pleasing that in February this year John 
received a Cook Community Award for his 
services to local history. It was well deserved! 

The Museum could not function without 
volunteer support. Anyone wishing to support 
the local history of the Shire would be 
welcomed. Even for just a couple of hours a 
month you could help preserve and promote 
the history of this wonderful Shire. 
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 

ELIZABETH CRAIG 

This has been a sad month, losing two of our 
esteemed members, John Doherty and Joan 
Tangney. You will have seen Graham Daly’s 
beautiful tribute to John at the beginning of this 
issue. I’m sure he spoke for all of us. 

Joan may not have been as well known to 
newer members as health issues have 
prevented her taking an active role for several 
years, but still the 98-year-old lady kept abreast 
of what the Society was doing and generously 
donated money to be used as the Executive 
Committee saw fit. The last project she funded 
was the guide uniforms. There will be a tribute 
to Joan in the November Bulletin. 

We have a very different kind of contribution to 
the Bulletin this month  ̶  photos of unidentified 
1960s Woolooware Public School students. 
We ask readers to let us know if you recognise 
any of the students in the photos. They are 
reproduced from a selection found dumped on 
a Central Coast road. (See story page 31.) The 
aim is to return the original photos to their 
owners.  

Ed Duyker was surprised and delighted to see 
that the Dutch Australian Cultural Centre 
(DACC) had republished his article which 
originally appeared in the May 2026 Bulletin, ‘A 
Dutch Colonial Coin in the Garden’.  
(https://dutchaustralianculturalcentre.com.au/a
rchive/dutch-australian-history/netherlands-
east-indieshistory/a-colonial-coin-in-the-
garden/).  

DACC have acknowledged SSHS Bulletin as 
the source. SBS Dutch Radio also interviewed 
Ed, mentioning the historical society. A nice win 
for Ed and SSHS! 

Stephanie Bailey has taken on responsibility 
for the SSHS website. She now updates the 
events page, and is posting a swathe of fresh 
images.  She is also working out a design for 
the Research Page where important research 
articles on the Shire that are too long or 
otherwise not suitable for the Bulletin. 
Thankyou Stephanie!  Check out our website. 
You might have some images or ideas you 
could contribute to it. (www.shirehistory.org) 

Kim Hatherly has been keeping an eye on our 
Facebook accounts until we have a social 
media officer. She responds to questions and 
posts material. Thank you too, Kim! Take a 
look. There are some interesting items posted. 
(Facebook: Sutherland Shire Historical 
Society.) 

Thank you too, to all the contributors to the 
Bulletin for the last year. It’s so good to be able 
to make your valuable research on our Shire’s 
history accessible to everyone. I look forward 
to more in the coming year. 

As well as writers, if any would-be editors 
and/or designers are out there, please contact 
me.  As I have said before the Bulletin needs 
refreshing, but I don’t have the skills to do that. 
Email me at elizabeth.craig@y7mail.com  

 

Publications for sale at meetings 

SSHS Bulletin, August 2026 - $10 

Caretakers of our Past: the first 50 years of SSHS (2016) by Elizabeth Craig - $10 
Woolooware – a grand position (2025) by Pauline Curby - $20 
The Matson Collection, Sutherland Shire Museum (2023) by Bruce Howell - $25 
East Coast Encounters (2020), Edited by Pauline Curby - $30 

Kareela, Lucky & Liveable, 2nd ed (2024) by Elizabeth Adams - $30 
The Gymea Story: the history of Gymea & Gymea Bay (2025) by Kim Hatherly - $35 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 
This photo of my home in Burraneer Bay Rd, Burraneer was probably taken in the fifties 
or earlier, when professional photographers used to sell their work to residents. 

I have lived there since 1962. Andrew 
Stenhouse (my father-in-law) built the 
house in the thirties and family members 
have occupied it ever since. Several 
alterations and additions have been built 
over time, but part of the original house 
remains.  

Council has changed boundaries of the 
suburbs over the years, so the address 
has changed from Cronulla to 
Woolooware, and now to Burraneer, and we just missed out on possible inclusion in 
Pauline Curby’s latest book, Woolooware, a grand position.  The U3A group of which I 
am a member is currently reading that book. 

Congratulations for all you do in preserving the history of the Shire. 
                  Beryl Stenhouse, Burraneer 

 
 
I have recently read Laurie Burgess’ article on George Bass’ involvement in the naming 
of Gymea (SSHS Bulletin, November 2024). In that article he gives a brief account of the 
naming of the Gymea lily by the Portuguese botanist, de Sera (p.12). De Sera just 
placed dory (Anglicised form of the Greek doru = spear) in front of anthos (= flower) to 
form ‘doryanthes’. To remove any doubt about the meaning of doryanthes, de Sera 
provided a Latin translation, hasta (= spear) floralis (= flower-like). 
 

Burgess unfortunately gave the wrong etymology for ‘doryanthes’. He wrote that that the 
word, ‘doryanthes’ is derived from dorat(os) (= spear’s) and anthos (= flower). If that 
were so, the genus Doryanthes would be called the genus Doratanthes.  
 

In his defence, he is not alone. This error is found across sources such as government 
websites (The Australian National Botanical Gardens website, https:// anbg.gov.au/) and 
those of private garden groups (J and L Cronin 2025, ‘Doryanthes Palmeri’, published by 
the Australian Plants Society, website – (https://resources.https;// 
resources.austplants.com.au/). To compound their error, the Cronins cite dorad(os), 
probably borrowed from Spanish but certainly not from Greek. 
 

Garriock Duncan 
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EDWARD PERCY SIMPSON  
In the background of the development of Sutherland Shire 

LAURIE BURGESS 

Apart from some brief mentions in publications about the history of Sutherland Shire, the impact 
of Edward Percy Simpson, usually referred to as E. P. Simpson, on the development of the Shire 
has been largely overlooked. 

So who was E. P. Simpson? 
Edward Percy Simpson was a leading Sydney solicitor, 
businessman, renowned sportsman and a director of the Sun 
newspaper. Born in Sydney in 1858, he was a son of Robert 
Percy Simpson, a prominent NSW grazier and pastoralist, whose 
wife was a daughter of Randolph John Want, a legal practitioner. 
Edward’s mother’s family obviously had an influence on his 
career when he was articled to R. J. Want in the firm of Want, 
Johnson & Want, solicitors. Simpson became a practicing 
solicitor in 1881 in the firm of Want, Johnson and Scarvill, later a 
partner when that firm became Want, Johnson and Co., and 
further as Minter, Simpson and Co.  His business ventures 
involved holding management positions with Pacific Coal Co., 
Mort’s Dock and Engineering Co. Ltd., Austral Malay Rubber Co. 
Ltd, Colonial Sugar Refining Co. Ltd., British Tobacco Co. of 
Australia and numerous other companies.1  

Simpson’s participation in the Holt-Sutherland Company was also apparent when he undertook 
a large land subdivision of land he owned at Herne Bay (later Riverwood) in 1886 into 260 lots 
as ‘Tivoli Park Estate’ (although it proved ‘slow to sell, being at a distance from shops and 
transport links’).2  
 

Simpson was twice married. At Wynella, Goulburn, on 7 April 1886 he married, with Roman 
Catholic rites, Anna Maria Alexandra Guerry de Lauret, daughter of a French marquis who had 
migrated in 1830 and settled near Goulburn. 3  They had three children, an eldest daughter, 
named Vera de Lauret Simpson, a son, Edward Telford Simpson, and a daughter, Helen de 
Guerry Simpson. 4 

A biographer commented on that first marriage:  

Handsome, but an austere and intimidating figure, by 1910 Simpson had been deserted by 
his wife, who refused to divorce him; for many years 'E.P.' lived in a de facto relationship, 
which restricted his social life.5  

That appears confirmed by reports that Mrs E. P. Simpson was living overseas — she was in 
Paris in February 1910, and making arrangements to attend the forthcoming Sydney wedding of 
daughter Vera.6 However, when the wedding took place in May 1910, the Sydney Gossip wrote: 
‘The bride only had her father to act as host — her mother, Mrs. E. P. Simpson, being still in 
London.’7  

In 1926 Mrs Simpson was living happily in England with her daughter Helen, a novelist, but came 
to Australia that year and stayed for six months with her son. She also spent some time with her 

The late Mr E.P. Simpson, 
Sydney Mail, 1 July 1931, p.25 
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daughter, Vera and a childhood friend, after which she returned to London. 8 Mrs Simpson died 
in a London nursing home on 14 March 1931.9  

On 23 March 1931, less than a fortnight after his first wife died, E.P. Simpson married Mary 
Constance Earle at McMahons Point, Sydney.10 That second marriage was not destined to last 
long. On 29 June 1931, at age 74, Edward Percy Simpson died at his home in McMahons Point 
Sydney, after being seriously ill for some time.11 

It transpired that Simpson, who had significant wealth, was a little mean to his second wife, as 
according to his will most of his assets were to go to his children.12  Mary Simpson took the matter 
to court where the contents of the will were disclosed. Edward Percy Simpson had bequeathed 
just £200 of his estate of £91,000 to his widow, Mary Constance Simpson, along with the 
dividends on 6000 shares in the Holt Sutherland Co., Ltd.13  After establishing that the dividends 
on the shares could possibly fall, the judge ordered that any shortfall below £800 per annum from 
the dividends would be made up from the estate.14 

Edward Percy Simpson and the Holt-Sutherland Estate 
In July 1881, Thomas Holt leased much of his land to the Holt-Sutherland Estate Land Company, 
a consortium of share-holding investors, one of whom was Edward Percy Simpson, involved with 
the legal firm of Want, Johnson and Scarvill. 15  

Shire historian Maryanne Larkin in Sutherland Shire A History to 1939, gave an insight into 
Simpson’s attitude towards his investment, quoting him from correspondence records of Minter, 
Simpson and Co. in 1888:   

Our object in going in to it, especially as we have only a 56-year lease, is to get some return 
from it at once. 16  

Larkin suggests that Simpson was frustrated by an excessively cautious management of the 
company. The directors and manager were apparently not pleased when he gained the support 
of other shareholders for a scheme to offer the Holt-Sutherland Estate holdings for sale in 
England. The 1890s was not the time for such action as an economic depression and drought in 
New South Wales and other eastern colonies made the English investors wary and the plan 
failed.17 

A list of shareholders of the Holt-Sutherland Estate in early 1889 revealed that only James 
Murphy (with 89) held more individual shares than E. P. Simpson (with 82). However, Simpson 
also held a quarter interest of 11 more shares held jointly with members of his legal firm.18 That 
holding was important as the position of director of the company depended on the number of 
shares held.19 Over the years, in conjunction with the reforming of the company under slightly 
different names in 1899, 1916 and 1933, his share-holding increased, as more shares were 
released. At the time of his death, as specified in his will, he held 6000 shares in the Holt 
Sutherland Estate, Ltd. 

There were few published mentions found of Simpson’s tenure as a director. In August 1908 it 
was indicated: ‘Mr E. P. Simpson, a director of the Holt-Sutherland Estate Company.’20 It was 
also mentioned in July 1910 that he was re-elected a director at the half-yearly meeting of the 
Holt-Sutherland Estate Company, Ltd.21 There followed, now and then, mentions of his re-election 
up to at least July 1923.22 

There appeared to a bond between Simpson as director of the Holt-Sutherland Company and 
another of his directorships —of Richardson and Wrench. Obviously, there was no thought of any 
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conflict of interest. There was also another connection with Simpson’s legal firm, which did appear 
with Richardson and Wrench in court matters and it was mentioned in 1922 that Minter, Simpson 
and Co were the appointed solicitors for Richardson and Wrench.23 In April 1889, when 
Richardson and Wrench became a limited liability company, Edward P. Simpson (of Want, 
Johnson and Co.) was appointed as an assistant director, was re-elected in 1891 as a director 
and early in 1900 became chairman of directors of Richardson and Wrench, a position he still 
held in 1930, and likely until his death in 1931.24 

When the Holt-Sutherland Estate Land Company commenced subdivisions of 99-year leases of 
the Holt-Sutherland Estate in late 1881, the selected firm to organise the sales was Richardson 
and Wrench, a company whose name appeared on many subsequent subdivisions of the Holt-
Sutherland Estate. 25  

In a brief mention of E. P. Simpson in his role as a legal representative of the Holt-Sutherland 
Estate Company, it was discussed by Sutherland Shire Council in October 1907: 

Mr. E. P. Simpson, of Minter, Simpson & Co., asked the Council on Monday to suggest a block 
of the [Holt-Sutherland] Company's land in place of the reserve at Turriell Point, which it is 
suggested to exchange. The Council decided to leave it to the Company to make the offer.26  

It also seems that Simpson was able to provide some influence in the Holt-Sutherland Estate 
Company from his position as a director. In one of the few public statements reported in the 
newspapers in late 1915 relating to the proposal to construct a tramway from Sutherland to 
Cronulla, which had the potential to be of value to his company, the Daily Telegraph wrote:  

Mr. E. P. Simpson, a director of the Holt-Sutherland Estate Company, said he considered it 
was reasonable to expect those who benefited by the construction of the line in the way of 
enhanced value of their property to give something towards the estimated deficiency of £900 
per annum. He would not mind recommending his company to give a guarantee that would be 
regulated by a comparison of the sales made during the past few years, but he did not think 
they would be benefited much, for they had not much more land to sell here. If the tram went 
to Kurnell he believed they would derive a great advantage, for their land between Cronulla 
and Kurnell now was absolutely unsaleable, and the tram would help to get it sold. There 
would, he thought, be a large tourist traffic, for the surroundings of Cronulla presented features 
the most picturesque in his opinion around Sydney.27 

Simpson’s influence seemed at play in a proposal in late 1915 to construct a golf course at 
Cronulla, although it may have also related to Simpson’s prowess as a sportsman. 

At a recent meeting held in Sydney it was decided to form a golf club at Cronulla, near Sydney. 
Mr. Arthur Rickard agreed to hand over free of any cost the lease of 98 years which he had 
acquired from the Holt-Sutherland Company of 100 acres, which carried a low ground rent …. 
E. P. Simpson wrote commending the project, and offered [his] assistance.28  

It is of note that, amongst a number of high-level sporting achievements in golf, Simpson had 
been amateur champion golfer of New South Wales in 1901, 1902 and 1907. He also achieved, 
during his lifetime, top level results in athletics, football, rowing, billiards, yachting, tennis, and 
shooting.29 
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Edward Percy Simpson as a landholder in Sutherland Shire 
In her book Pictorial History – Sutherland Shire, Pauline Curby recounts that E. P. Simpson in 
the early 1880s had a holiday home near the historic residence Moombara on the northern shore 
of Port Hacking, part of the Holt Sutherland Estate at Turriell Point. This was advertised for 
auction by Richardson & Wrench on 9 November 1901.30  

Meanwhile, Simpson had moved to the opposite side of Port Hacking. In September 1888, he 
had contracted to purchase the lands formerly owned by Charles Gogerly on the southern side 
of Port Hacking, and was issued with title to the land on 14 February 1890.31  In December 1895, 
Simpson employed surveyor Stuart Dobbie to divide the southern part of the land into five lots. In 
1896 he sold those lots, apparently as private sales, but kept, at that time, the northern area 
which included the cottage ‘Mount Telford’. 32  

He also arranged for surveyor Dobbie to subdivide the northern part into seven lots which was 
completed in August 1896.33 However, no action was taken until late in 1905, when Richardson 
and Wrench Ltd. was commissioned to auction that subdivision. On that land was his cottage 
‘Mount Telford’, 

‘… containing 4 bedrooms and dining-room, together with kitchen, 2 servants' rooms, 
outhouses, and boatshed. The grounds . . . tastefully laid out, with tennis court, etc, etc.34  

The location of that cottage can be seen within Lot 2 of the auction plan (see below). The auction 
of separate lots was unsuccessful, and E.P. Simpson advertised the property for sale or lease in 
November 1906.35 Lots 2 to 7 were sold as one parcel in December 1906.36 Lot 1 was retained 
by E. P. Simpson until 1914 when, after problems with rights of way from the National Park were 
resolved, was also sold to the same person 37 That ended Edward Percy Simpson’s ownership of 
a property in the Shire. 

  
     Subdivision of northern part of Simpson’s land and extract showing ‘Mt. Telford’ 

                                         [National Library collection]38 
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Other activities by Edward Percy Simpson in Sutherland Shire 
Simpson’s influence on local matters as a representative of the Holt-Sutherland Company was 
evident when he was elected Vice President of the Progress Society in Miranda in early 1902. 
The Secretary was directed to draw to the attention of the Holt-Sutherland Company the bad state 
of the Malvern-road (Kingsway) and Boulevarde, the mail route – and the busiest road in the 
district. A petition to the government was to be prepared to take over the Malvern-road.39  

Then in October 1902 E. P. Simpson was elected as one of the vice presidents of a new progress 
association to focus on the needs of the districts of Port Hacking, Lilli Pilli, and Tareel [Turriell] 
Point, which had hitherto been overlooked, while Sutherland, Miranda, and Cronulla had received 
much attention.40   

Did Simpson leave any lasting memorials to his presence in the Shire? 
There is a rather obscure link with E.P. Simpson in the naming of ‘The Village of St Mervyns’. a 
subdivision of land at ‘Highfield’, the old name for Caringbah. It was surveyed in early 1909 for 
the Holt-Sutherland Estate Co Ltd. and advertised for auction sale by Arthur Rickard & Co. Ltd. 
on 22 January 1910 as St. Mervyns Estate, although it referred to St Mervyns, the Garden Village 
in the accompanying brochure.41  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Auction plan and extract of brochure, St. Mervyns Estate 
[NSW State Library collection]42  
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The link with Edward Percy Simpson was that St Mervyns was also the name of his home in Point 
Piper built for him in 1887 and where he lived until 1917.43  

St Mervyns, Point Piper was designed by the 
architect John Horbury Hunt who was 
responsible for a number of prominent 
buildings in the Woollahra area, and also for 
ecclesiastical commissions such as Grafton 
Cathedral, with wide distorted pointed arch 
windows, tall gables and a shingle tile roof.  

Large and forbidding, St Mervyns has been 
described by Horbury Hunt's biographer as 
being ‘oppressively heavy and sombre without 
any touch of gaiety and lightness’. 44  

 
 

In many ways St Mervyns could be likened to its owner, Edward Percy Simpson, who one 
contemporary source described as a handsome but austere and intimidating figure. 

Subdivision of St Mervyn’s began in 1924 and by 1927 little was left of its extensive grounds. The 
house itself appears to have been converted into flats in about 1930, and finally demolished to make 
way for the modern unit building ‘St Mervyns’, at No.8 St Mervyns Avenue in 1965.45 

Conclusion 
Whilst Edward Percy Simpson occupies only a small amount of space in printed histories of the 
Shire, he did appear to have a background influence on the development of Sutherland Shire as 
a resident at Port Hacking and through his involvement in the Holt-Sutherland Estate.  

Editor’s note:  A more comprehensive account of E.P. Simpson’s life and influence on the Shire 
through his connection with the Holt-Sutherland Company can be found on the Research Page of 
Sutherland Shire Historical Society website: https://www.shirehistory.org/research-page.html. 
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ABORIGINAL PEOPLE AND THE WORONORA WATER MILL 

GREG JACKSON & PAM FORBES

There is no recorded historical evidence about interactions between Aboriginal people and the 
convict workers at Lucas Woronora Mill, but we can assume there must have been. By the 1820s 
the number of Aboriginal people in these areas would have been reduced by introduced diseases, 
but there is plenty of evidence of Aboriginal people in this area. The Aboriginal resistance leader, 
Pemulwuy, had roamed these valleys twenty years before the Lucas’s two mills were built, and 
his associate Kogi moved around the area containing Lucas’s Brisbane Mill on land that is now 
the suburb of Voyager Point, near where Harris and Williams Creeks join the Georges River.1 
The authors have located axe sharpening grooves approximately 400 metres upstream from the 
Woronora Mill and axe sharpening grooves are very common along Mill Creek about three 
kilometres north of the Woronora Mill. However, the date of this evidence is unknown. The last 
Aboriginal person living in a traditional manner on the Woronora is reported as being in the 1870s 
– 1880s. 2 

The number of Aboriginal people living near Lucas’s Mills was not great. Robinson quotes Peter 
Turbett’s estimate that there were about two hundred living in the Georges River-Port Hacking 
area at that time.3 A request by the Colonial Secretary in 1827 for details of the number of 
Aboriginal people in each district returned only 20 for the Liverpool district (nine men, six women 
and five children).4 The Liverpool district contained both of John Lucas’s watermills at that time. 
This figure may be inaccurate as indigenous persons would be very difficult to locate in the vast 
expanse of land that was then the Liverpool district. There were not many people at all in Sydney’s 
southern districts, with Martin reporting that in 1836 a total of 101 European persons lived in the 
Parish of Holsworthy, where the Brisbane Mill was located, and just nine resided in the Parish of 
Sutherland, where the Woronora Mill was built.5 This low population density may be because 
most of this area had a low agricultural value. 

The Woronora Mill was on Dharawal land and the presence of the mill building and convicts on 
their tribal land may have been resented by the local Aboriginal people, resulting in the burning 
of the Woronora Mill, following its closure in 1828.6  

 

 

Image 1 shows several Aboriginal 
people spearing fish in the 
Woronora River about 200 metres 
upstream of the mill at the Pass of 
Sabugal in about 1848.7 

 

 



19 
 

Archaeological evidence may also throw some light on the possibility of Aboriginal–convict 
interaction. Beside the Woronora Mill is a small river flat, with an area of around 650 square 
meters. This area has been cleared of field stones for agricultural purposes   ̶ probably for the 
mill’s convict workers. The stones collected were used to make a rubble wall approximately 25 
metres long, and would have originally stood about 1.2 metres high, running from the base of the 
steep escarpment to the riverside, blocking access along the riverbank. This wall, shown in 
Images 2 and 3, is not a serious defensive feature but may be a statement from the convicts to 
the local Aboriginals that this arable land and the crops on it belonged to the white man, and not 
to them. 

Image 2: Part of the large rubble wall at the northern end of the site running from the escarpment 
base down towards the riverbank. Scale divisions on the ranging pole are 0.5m.[Photo G. Jackson] 

The layout of this agricultural area of the Woronora Mill could be seen as adopting a defensive 
stance with a hut at either end of the field, a rock wall at one end, the river to the east and a steep 
escarpment to the west. Figure 3 shows a scale drawing of the site with the agricultural land 
outlined in green. The small scale of operation and the limited number of people at the Woronora 
Mill, however would have tended to reduce the possibility of conflict. Although Lucas’s Woronora 
Mill grant was 150 acres, the actual area of occupation was very small, totalling less than one 
acre. Image 3 shows a plan of the mill and its associated agricultural land. 
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Figure 3: Plan of Woronora Mill 
and nearby archaeological 
features. It shows an area of 
approximately 650 square meters, 
45 metres west of the Woronora 
Mill site cleared of field stones, but 
containing some bedrock and large 
floaters. The bases of two small 
huts are in this area. 

 

 

If there were hostile interactions between the local Aboriginal people and the Europeans at the 
Woronora Mill, the lack of any written history describing this interaction is indicative of much of 
our colonial history. Aboriginal people are very often simply ignored in the records, with no 
mention of the injustices they suffered. In this vast underpopulated area relationships between 
convicts and the local Aboriginal people  ̶ hostile or otherwise  ̶ would quite possibly go 
unobserved and unreported. The silence tells of apathy bordering on a cover-up by officials who 
should have been concerned with the welfare of the Indigenous people.  

The authors would like to acknowledge the valued contribution of Bruce Howell to this article. 

 
1 Goodhall H. Cadzow A. 2014 a, Aboriginal People on Sydneyôs Georges River from 1820, Dictionary of 
Sydney, accessed 2 
http://dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/aboriginal_people_on_sydneys_georges_river_from_1820 
2 The story of this site is covered in:  
https://www.academia.edu/34375043/Was_this_the_home_of_one_of_our_last_traditional_Aboriginal_P
ersons 
3 Robinson D.   History of Woronora to 1940 pp 5-6. Self-published by David Robinson, Woronora, NSW 
4 Biographical Database of Australia, accessed 21/06/2015,  
http://www.bda-online.org.au/ 
5 Martin R. M. 1839, History of Austral-Asia: comprising New South Wales, Van Diemans Island. Swan 
River, South Australia, &c, Whittaker and Co, London. 
6 The Sydney Morning Herald 14 March 1843 
7 From the Joseph Lebovic Gallery, drawings by Capt. R. M. Westmacott c1848. The original is held in 
the NLA. 
https://www.joseflebovicgallery.com/pages/books/CL187-23/after-robert-westmacott-brit-aust/group-of-
four-lithographs-from-sketches-in-australia-from-drawings-by-captn-r-m-westmacott 
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óGEORGEô ILYA CHAPOFF, AKA ĠAPOV (1912ï1989) 

Refugee, Painter, Sculptor, Woodcarver, Potter 

EDWARD DUYKER 

 

Thirty years ago, in the National Library of Australiaôs News, I published an article entitled 
óSutherland: Towards a Literary landscapeô.1  One of the many local writers, past and present, that 
I referenced, was the childrenôs author óJohn Mysteryô and his óAdventure Castleô in Illawong.  (See 
box on John Mystery, page 25). The following year, Derrick Moors published a separate 
biographical article on John Mystery in a special issue of the La Trobe Library Journal dedicated to 
Australian childrenôs literature, and alerted me to the identity of the sculptor who had carved a 
large dragon, a fish and a stone Bible in the grounds of what had once been the ócastleô at 
Illawong. 2   He was Russian-born artist Ilya Chapoff.  
   
So who was Ilya Chapoff, initially even more of a mystery than John Mystery?  Names in Cyrillic 
script are not always consistently transliterated in Roman script.   The sculptorôs surname óʐʘʧʦʚô 
could be rendered as either óChapoffô or óĠapovô.  According to east Slavic custom, a personôs 
fatherôs name is also incorporated as a middle name, thus ɼʤʠʪʨʠʝʚʠʯ = Dmitrijeviļ.  However, to 
complicate matters further, during his early years in Australia, our sculptor ʀʣʴʷ ɼʤʠʪʨʠʝʚʠʯ 
ʐʘʧʦʚ aka Ilya Dmitrijeviļ Chapoff, aka Ġapov, also went by the name óGeorgeô! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

My first useful biographical lead came from an article by 
Robin Duff, based on a lengthy interview and published in the 
St George and Sutherland Shire Leader in March 1971.  This 
informed me that Chapoff was born in Russia, left at an early 
age for Turkey, lived in Czechoslovakia where he studied fine 
arts, fled to Austria after the Communist coup dô®tat of 1949, 
then emigrated to Australia with his (unnamed) wife.  
According to Robin Duff, in 1951 Chapoff answered an 
advertisement by Basil Sinclair/John Mystery for an artist and 
sculptor who wanted to create a childrenôs fairyland on his 
five-acre property at Illawong.  Chapoff soon learned that 
ónatural rocks and cliff facesô were to be his ómediaô.  He was 

paid Ã10 per week to sculpt, but also to do some gardening.  It took him 18 months to complete 
the 36-foot dragon, the fish and the Bible.  He also partly completed an elephant.  His eccentric 
employer also wanted him to sculpt three witches, but this went against Chapoffôs Russian 
Orthodox Christian beliefs.  Unfortunately, the commission ended when Sinclair was forced to sell 
his property in 1953.3 

Ilya Chapoff, 
 [Source: Refugee Organisation Documents 1950] 
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                Chapoffôs stone carving of a fish at                            Edward Duyker with Chapoffôs dragon 
                           óAdventure Castleô                                    at óAdventure Castleô, 1999 [Photos: E. Duyker] 

With the bare bones of this biography, I set out to learn more about Chapoff from his (and his 
wifeôs) immigration records in the National Archives in Canberra and from the Academy of Fine 
Arts in Prague.4  I learned that Chapoff was born on 20th July 1912, in the port city of 
Novorossijsk, on the Black Sea.  During the Civil War, in the wake of the Bolshevik Revolution, 
this strategic port was the supply hub for the White Russian forces commanded by General Anton 
Denikin.  As the Red Army advanced on Novorossijsk, some 50,000 óregisteredô civilian refugees 
were evacuated to Crimea and Constantinople on British and other allied vessels by 22 March 
1920.  Chapoff, his mother Daria (n®e Volvik) and his brother appear to have been among them.  
They were very fortunate to escape to Turkey (Constantinople), because the actual number of 
refugees in Novorossijsk numbered about half a million.  The protracted evacuation by an allied 
flotilla was a catastrophe.  It was impossible to transport all the civilians and remaining troops 
before the Red Army captured the port, and it has been suggested that priority was given to the 
families of White Russian troops, so as to raise their morale by guaranteeing the safety of their 
loved ones.5  In November 1922, Daria Chapoff and her two sons left Turkey for Prague.  
Although thousands of those stranded in Novorossijsk were executed by the Red Army, Chapoffôs 
father Dmitrij was apparently not one of them.  The last word Ilya had from him was in 1930.6  His 
fate is unknown.   

 

Ilya Chapoff attended the Russian Orthodox Parish School in Prague (receiving his Leaving 
Certificate), then attended a school for wood carvers (1933ï36, receiving a diploma), before 
passing the entrance examination for the Academy of Fine Arts in June 1936.  Unfortunately, lack 
of funds forced him to defer his studies until the winter semester of 1938ï39 and, coincidentally 
the beginning of the German occupation of Czechoslovakia.  He studied sculpture under Professor 
Bohumil Kafka and, in the summer semester of 1939, painting under Professor Vil®m Nowak.7  
 

Between 1941 and 1945, as war raged on the eastern front, Chapoff was part of a group of 
Russian artists who painted murals in the Dormition Church, Olġany Cemetery, Prague.  He is 
known to have painted the crucifixion scene.8  The church, which is surrounded by the graves of 
White Russian ®migr®s, was designed by Vladimir Brandt and constructed between 1924 and 
1925.  The interior murals were based on designs (1926ï28) by the famous Russian book 
illustrator Ivan Bilibin who died of starvation, in 1942, during the Siege of Leningrad.   
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International Refugee Organisation documents preserved among Immigration records in Canberra, 
indicate that Chapoff arrived in Austria on 27 September 1949.  While residing in the Landeck 
Displaced Personsô Camp, on the Inn River, in the French sector of the Allied-occupied Austrian 
Tyrol, he met Ingeborg Elisabeth Bewersdorf (1917ï1990), a German Protestant nursing sister 
who had studied in Berlin and M¿hlhausen (Thuringia).  She was originally from Nakel, near 
Bromberg (now Bydgoszcz in Poland).  During the Second World War, she had worked as a 
paediatric sister.  After the war, she returned to M¿hlhausen, then worked as a theatre sister.  She 
and Chapoff married on 22 April 1950 and resided together at Landeck, prior to their acceptance 
for resettlement in Australia.  
 

At Landeck, Chapoff also appears to have completed a six-month course as a mechanic. When 
processed by Australian authorities in Innsbruck, he was described as fluent in Russian, Czech, 
German and French.  His English was also described as ófairô. This remarkable linguistic agility 
perhaps explains why he was employed by the Landeck camp police dealing with a large polyglot 
population of refugees.  Thirty-seven-year-old Chapoff had blue eyes, brown hair, was 178 cm tall 
and weighed 78 kg. 9   
 

Ilya and Ingeborg Chapoff arrived in Australia aboard the Protea, on 9 December 1950, and were 
initially accommodated at Bonegilla Migrant Camp.  They were soon joined by Ilyaôs mother Daria 
who arrived aboard the Oceania in January 1953.10  When Ilya applied for Australian citizen 
(conferred on 25 October 1956), he was employed by McCormickôs pottery factory on Forest 
Road, Lugarno, and he and his family were residing at 44 Bonaparte Street, Herne Bay (now 
Riverwood). His wife Ingeborg was naturalised on 8 May 1958.11  They had three daughters: 
Victoria, Vera and Bettina. 
 

When interviewed for the St George and Sutherland Shire Leader in 1973, Ilya Chapoff was 
somewhat melancholy about his prospects as an artist: 

 

Though the field of art has opened up in Australia now, I feel that perhaps it almost too late for 
me . . . But I am devoting the rest of my life to art for artôs sake, although I think perhaps my best 
days are behind me.  I shall just work from home as best I can and see if I canôt make a living this 
way.12  

 

Chapoff also carved statues of the Roman god Bacchus for the wine cellar of the author, 
photographer and publisher Oswald Leopold Ziegler (1900ï1984) in the suburb of Seaforth.  As a 
potter, his work continues to draw the attention of collectors of twentieth-century Australian 
ceramics.    
 

By 1980, Ilya and Ingeborg Chapoff had moved from Punchbowl in Sydney, to 3 Coutts Place in 
the Canberra suburb of Melba.13  In October 1984, when photographed by the Canberra Times, 
prior to a demonstration of wood carving at St Francis Xavier High School, Ilya was bespectacled 
and sported a substantial white beard.14  He died in Canberra on Thursday, 19th January 1989.  
His funeral was held at the Russian Orthodox Church of St John the Baptist, Narrabundah, and he 
was buried in Gungahlin Cemetery.15  His widow, Ingeborg, died on 22nd August 1990.16 
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In 1999, former SSHS President Dawn Emerson and I urged 
Sutherland Shire Council to list, as Heritage Items on the Local 
Environment Plan, Ilya Chapoffôs sculptures and the meagre 
remnants of John Mysteryôs ócastleô: the castellated retaining wall 
and pathways spread over nos. 15 and 17 Cranbook Place, 
Illawong.  This listing was formalised in 2009.  The refugee 
Chapoffôs stone óBibleô cover is inscribed with the potent words 
óLove ye one anotherô (John 13:34). 
 
 
 
 

Chapoffôs stone óBibleô bearing the words, óLove ye one anotherô 
 [SSLLS] 

 
 
 

 
1 óSutherland: Towards a Literary Landscapeô, National Library of Australia News, ISSN 1035-753X, vol. 
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Sutherland Shire Historical Society Quarterly Bulletin, vol. 3, no. 2, May 2000, p. 14ï17]. 
2 Moors, D., óJohn Mystery: ñThe Nationôs Story-Telleròô, La Trobe Library Journal, no. 60, Spring 1997, 
Special Issue on Australian Childrenôs Literature, pp. 31ï39; SSL LS, John Mystery 
3 Duff, R., óSculptor Explains His Unfinished Fantasylandô, St George and Sutherland Shire Leader, 17 
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4 National Archives of Australia, CP 533/1, Bundle 748ï759, Protea 9/12/1950, no. 370, I. Chapoff; 
A446/178, item 55/5727, & óI. Chapoffô, A 2571. 
5 Kopisto, L., The British Intervention in South Russia 1918ï1920, Historical Studies from the University 
of Helsinki XXIV, Helsinki, 2011, pp. 168ï9. 
6 Ilya Chapoff declared this (in German) during his IRO (International Refugee Organisation) medical 
examination, on 6 June 1950, a copy of which is held by the National Archives of Australia, loc. cit. 
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Fine Arts, Prague], 4 October 1999. 
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https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo-the-crucifixion-mural-painting-by-russian-icon-painter-ilya-shapov-
99529405.html 
9 National Archives of Australia, CP 533/1, Bundle 748ï759, Protea 9/12/1950, no. 370, I. Chapoff; 
A446/178, item 55/5727, & óI. Chapoffô, A 2571. 
10 National Archives of Australia, Series K269, item 30133654, Incoming passenger list to Fremantle 
"Oceania" arrived 9 January 1953.  
11 óCertificates of Naturalisationô, Commonwealth Gazette, no. 27, 8 May 1958, p. 1443. 
12 Duff, op. cit., p. 2. 
13 See the electoral roll for the former Federal Seat of Fraser, Australian Capital Territory, 1980.   
14 Article on the Three Schools Art and Craft Exhibition and Sale, Canberra Times, Thursday, 4 October 
1989, p. 16. 
15 Deaths & Funerals, Canberra Times, 21 January 1989, p. 10. 
16 Ryerson Index, referencing Sydney Morning Herald & Canberra Times, 25 August 1990. 
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Who was John Mystery? 

 
Lester Sinclair, known as John Mystery 

[AI (Google Gemini) generated sketch based on Sinclair family photos published by Derrick Moors 
(La Trobe Journal, Spring 1997).] 

John Mystery, whose real name was Lester Basil Sinclair (1894 ╖ 1974), was born in 
Yorkshire and came to Australia as a teenager, via New Zealand (where he had joined 
a circus), and later Gallipoli.  In 1942 he bought a stone cottage on a 5-acre block in 
Fowlerôs Road at the tip of the Illawong Peninsula, and decided to aggrandize his 
modest cottage as a turreted make-believe ócastleô he called the óAdventure Castleô.  
Here, he wrote many childrenôs books including the Woolly Sisters and the Blinky Land 
series, abridgements of numerous European classics and the well-known Bumper 
Books and Cobbers Annuals.  He was also a composer of numerous patriotic songs.  
During the import restrictions of the Second World War, he was one of the most widely 
read childrenôs authors in Australia. 

 

For more information on John Mysteryôs childrenôs books, see: 

 óJohn Mystery: óThe Nationôs Storyteller,ô by Derrick Moors, La Trobe Library Journal, No. 60, 
Spring 1997, https://latrobejournal.slv.vic.gov.au/latrobejournal/issue/latrobe-60/index.html  
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EXCURSION TO FAIRFIELD AND LIVERPOOL MUSEUMS  

GREG JACKSON 

On Friday, 24th July I led an excursion for SSHS members to view the Fairfield City Museum 
in Sydneyôs Western Suburbs. Five persons attended. On the return trip we also visited the 
Liverpool City Museum. 

 

SSHS Excursionists at Fairfield Museum [Photo: Christine Edney] 

Both these museums made us very envious. They are in large modern purpose-built buildings 
with excellent exhibition spaces with permanent Council employees in attendance. The Fairfield 
Museum had considerable grounds with several re-erected heritage buildings including a school 
room, a garage, a blacksmiths forge and a newspaper printing business.  

The Liverpool Museum was no less impressive with a permanent and a temporary exhibition 
space. The temporary exhibition at our visit was on the history of the Liverpool Hospital. The 
Liverpool district is our westerly neighbour, and we share many common historic interests, 
especially the Georges River which would have provided the only original access to Liverpool 
when it was founded by Governor Macquarie in 1810.  

The weather for this excursion was brilliant, and all participants had an enjoyable day out. 
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VAUCLUSE HOUSE and the WENTWORTH FAMILY 

       GREG JACKSON and ELIZABETH CRAIG 

Editorôs note: In the May/June edition of the SSHS Bulletin, an excursion report on a visit to 
Vaucluse House was published. This article is a follow-up of that report, delving into more of the 
history of Vaucluse House, especially during the Wentworth familyôs time, and Greg Jacksonôs 
investigation of the house site using LiDAR. 

Built as a small cottage in the early 19th century by Sir Henry Brown Hayes, who had been 
transported to New South Wales in 1802 for kidnapping the daughter of a wealthy Irish banker, 
Vaucluse House was bought in 1827 by explorer, lawyer, politician and son of convicts, William 
Charles Wentworth. He greatly expanded the original house in a Gothic Revival style and is what 
we see today. He extended the property to 515 acres (208 hectares), but it has now been reduced 
to 28 acres (11 hectares), still a substantial holding in Sydneyôs Eastern Suburbs. It preserves 
the 1850s lifestyle of the wealthy Wentworth family, including their gardens and servants' 
quarters.  

In 1829 William Wentworth, married Sarah Cox, the daughter of ex-convicts, for whom he had 
acted as a lawyer. They had their first two children out of wedlock - considered scandalous in 
Colonial Australia. While William was applauded for his roles as a politician and explorer, their 
social standing was greatly affected ï especially Sarahôs. The couple eventually had ten children, 
who they tried hard to shield from social notoriety. More information on their lives can be found in 
The Wentworths ï Hidden in Plain Sight, by Dr Grace Blakeley-Carroll, 2015.1 

The family lived in the house from 1827 to 1853, before moving to England for their childrenôs 
education. They were back at Vaucluse House briefly in 1861, returning to England in 1862, where 
William died ten years later. As per his wishes, his body was returned to Australia, and after a 

Vaucluse House [Wikipedia]Ю
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state funeral on 6 May 1873, William was laid to rest in a vault excavated from rock on the 
Vaucluse estate. A chapel was eventually built over the tomb.  Sarah died in England in 1880. 

The house and nearly 30 acres (nine hectares) was eventually resumed by the NSW 
Government.  Most of the original Vaucluse estate had been subdivided and sold when the 
contents of the house were put to auction in 1900. An honorary board of trustees was appointed 
to manage the property. Many purposes for the site had been suggested: a kindergarten, a 
country club, and (after World War I broke out) a convalescent hospital and war museum.   

However, in 1915, the trustees agreed that it would be used as a museum ófor Australian Historical 
records and objects at Vaucluse House.ô 2 It has been in the care of various state government 
departments over the years, and is now looked after by Museums of History NSW. 

Vaucluse House features an extensive kitchen wing, stables and outbuildings, surrounded by 
formal gardens and grounds located on the south-eastern shores of Port Jackson.  It is one of 
the few 19th-century houses near Sydney Harbour retaining a significant part of its original 
setting.  

To learn more of this property further LiDAR was used to explore its grounds with some interesting 
results.3Ш

LiDAR is a remote sensing technology that uses laser beams to measure precise distances in the 
environment. The data is collected by planes, helicopters, and now drones. In archaeology LiDAR 
technology can be used to remove the vegetation from an aerial image to give a óbare earthô image 
showing what is under the trees, bushes and grass. It can also be used to create a contour map which 
may be useful to archaeologists. 

Starting at the harbour shore, the northern extremity of the Vaucluse House estate:  

 

 

Image 1: The structure 
on the left may be the 
remains of a boatshed. It 
is approximately 14m x 
14m. The hexagonal 
object, right, is possibly a 
rotunda and is about 11m 
across. Their location on 
a modern aerial is shown 
in Image 2 on the next 
page.Ш
Ш
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Image 2: An aerial showing the 
location of the features from Image 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking further south with LiDAR. 
 

 

 

 

Image 3: The large rectangular object NNW of 
the fountain may be raised flower beds or the 
remains of a building. It is approximately 43m 
long and 15m wide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ш
Image 4: Vaucluse House is at the 
bottom of this aerial; the large 
feature from Image 3 is flagged. 
 
Ш
Ш
Ш
Ш
Ш
Ш
Ш
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Image 5:   SE of the house and 
south of the stables a row of 
rectangular features can be seen 
running in a straight-line SE. They 
are about 15m x 15m. They may 
be the remains of a row of 
cottages with yards between 
them. The staff at Vaucluse, 
numbered over 40, and were 
mostly assigned convicts, so 
considerable accommodation 
would have been required. A site 
inspection during our visit 
revealed some low mounds at this 
location. This is an indication of 
buildings now long destroyed. 
Ш

Ш
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Ш
1 The Wentworths ï Hidden in Plain Sight, by Dr Grace Blakeley-Carroll, 8 December 2015, 
https://www.portrait.gov.au/magazines/50/the-wentworths-hidden-in-plain-sight 
2 https://mhnsw.au/stories/general/vaucluse-house-centenary/ 
3 For information on LiDAR see: 
https://www.academia.edu/145608085/Using_LiDAR_in_Australian_Archaeology  
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WHO ARE THESE PEOPLE? 

These photos of Woolooware Primary School students taken in the 1960s are amongst a 
collection donated to the Sutherland Shire Historical Society by a woman whose grandmother 
found them some years ago abandoned on a road in Budgewoi on the Central Coast of NSW.   
She said they were in the gutter near some furniture and speculated they may have come from 
a deceased estate.  They were such good photos she couldnôt leave them, and hoped to reunite 
them with the ownersô families. She just didnôt know how.  

When Katherine, the donor saw Pauline Curbyôs 2025 book, Woolooware ï a grand position, she 
hit on the idea of sending the photos to the Society to see if we could help. We thought we would 
try featuring a few of them in the Bulletin. Maybe they will ring a bell with some of our readers.  
So here they are. 

If you recognise any of these students please let us know at shirehistory@gmail.com, or phone 
us on 0424 600 150 where a message will be taken and relayed to Pauline Curby or Elizabeth 
Craig. 

We have the original photos to pass on to the relevant families. 

      

Undated images, but these studentsô faces appeared in several photos in the collection  
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Woolooware Infants School, Kinder 2, 1963 

 

 

Woolooware Public School 4C, 1963   
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Woolooware Public School, 5B, 1963 

 

 

First Catholic holy communion (undated and unknown church) 

Although not of a Woolooware Public School class, this photo was found with the collection. 



THEN AND NOW  

 LUGARNO FERRY LOOKING NORTH 

The Lugarno ferry operated from this location, now Illawong, from about 1887 until 1973. It was 
powered by hand until around 1928 and then replaced by a diesel-powered ferry. The original 
ferry crossing, built by convicts in 1843, was located 300m downstream and is visible at low tide. 
The photo is looking north from Illawong towards Lugarno. (Greg Jackson) 

 
Lugarno Ferry looking north from Illawong towards Lugarno in 1922. [SSLS collection] 

 

 
The same scene in 2024 [Photo: P. Forbes] 
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