SSHS members on an ex crsian to St Mary®& Cathedral, 1969 [Photo: Clive Spencer]
(Note the formal dress style worn by SSHS excursionists of the 1960s)
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SSHS6 0" BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
COMBINED WITH
LAUNCH OF SUTHERLAND SHIRE CITIZENS HERITAGE FESTIVAL
18 APRIL 2026

Official speakers

Laura Cowell, Deputy May o Dav d Monc ieff, Federal Member Eleni Petinos MLA, Member
Sutherland Shire for Hughes for Miranda

HERITAGE
FESTIVAL

J \ [l <\
Bruc eHowell (SSHS) Eliz &deth Craig (SSHS) spok eabout Stephanie Bailey
s pk eonthe v &e ofthe the Soc ety his dry ov e60 years and (SSHS) MC
Matson Collec ibn of local ¢ tithe birthday ¢ & e

Aboriginal tools in = =
the Mus em

SSHS members and v dtors
under the new pergola at the
Sutherland Shire Mus a@m
watc fhe offic al proceedings

[Photos G. Daly and E. Cr ig]
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SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

THE SOCIETY
The SSHS has a proud tradition s retching back m are than half a century and is an entir lg v tunteer and not-for-
profit organisation. Over the y ars the Society has tak @ on the responsibility of recording and preserving local
his dry so that Shire residents can learn m are about our past.

WRITING FOR THE BULLETIN
Since its beginning, the Society has fostered the sk lis of local wr térs and their work is recorded in the Bulletin 1

copies of whic tt a be access d on our website: www.shirehistory.org or for issues up to end 2020, at Sutherland
Library - Local Studies. Mem bkers and non-m em bers are invited to submt material for future editions and although
we giv docal his dry priority, we are happy to acc et stories on Australian his dry generally We ask that you quote
your sources and ack owledge any material used as well as obtaining perms ®n from authors. Any enquir eis
contact the Editor: Elizabeth Craig at eliz &eth.cr ig@y W al.com or phone 0491 096 642.

Digital copies of the Sutherland Shire His dric &Society Inc Bulletin are emailed to all Society members with online
access Print ¢ pies can be purchased at $10.00 each. Digital ¢ pies are also emailed to all Shire council librar eis,
the Mayor, Shire General Manager, all Councillors, local politicians, the Royal Australian His dric &Society, National
Trust of NSW, NSW State Library ,National Library of Austr lga, Univ esty of Sydney, University of NSW,
neighbouring local his dry societies, Shir digh sc bol libraries and some local businesses. Issues from Septem ber
1966 are als qoosted on the SSHS website: www.shirehis dry org

COPYRIGHT
Copyright for m aerial appearing in this publication r mans the property of the indiv dual wr térs and, apart from

any fair dealing for the purposes of priv & study, r gearch, c iticism or r @ew, as permitted under the Copyright
Act, no part may be reproduced by any process without the wr tien perms ®n of the author. All enquir eis should
be made to the Editor.
REGISTRATION
SSHSBULLETINT ISSN 1444-2930 (f am February 2000); ISSN 2652-4000 (ONLINE) ( rbm May 2019)
Society public #ons are regis @red with the National Library of Australia in acc edance with International Standard
Serial Numbering and have an ISSN or ISBN num Ler.

SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETINGS
Monthly meetings are held on the THIRD Saturday of each manth ( xcept December) at 1.30 pm i at Stapleton
Avenue Comm wnity Centre, 3A Stapleton Avenue, Sutherland (near the library) We welcome v g tors to hear our
guest speak es, mix with local his dry enthusias ¢ and share afternoon tea and a chat. There is a $5 entry fee whic h
covers afternoon tea and a Lucky Door Priz e

SUTHERLAND SHIRE MUSEUM
Our Museum at 88 Venetia Street, Sylv aia is open for v g tors. Opening hours are:
Tuesdays, 12.00 i 4.00pm, Thurs dys 9.30am i 1.30pm, Saturdays 9.00 i 1.00pm. Entry is $5. To organis ea
group visit, please emal Sue Burrell, our Visitor Servd 8 M anager at shirem useumv s tors @m al.com

DONATING MATERIAL: Ify a have itemsof his dric &signific ace to Sutherland Shire such as artefacts, docum ents
or photographs, that y a wish to donate or lend to the M useum ,please ¢ atact us at shir lkis ary@gm al.com. While
we welcome s oh items we have v ey limited space and have to adhere to our acquis tions polic ywhic hdic ates
what s o of itemswe c a acc et. If y a do not wish to part with original items, we would welc me copies of
documents and photographs. Temporary loans for specific periods for suitable items are also welcome Cash
donations and sponsors fp ass § us to improve the mus @m and perhaps you can keep the m useum in mind when
planning your estate.

CONTACTING THE SOCIETY
All correspondence and members Ip enquir eis should be address d to The Honorary Secretary,
Sutherland Shir éis dric &Society, 88 Venetia Street, Sy U aia NSW 2224

Alternativ &, emdl us at shirehist ory@gmail.com; or phone us on 0424 600 150
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SOCIETY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 2025-2026
ELECTED MEMBERS

TREASURER/PUBLIC OFFICER J an Doherty

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
MINUTES SECRETARY Graham Daly

Carol Mc Dnald
Stephanie Bailey

CUUKWVCPV'VT GCUWT GT ™*Gz/ Qhtielq'o go dgt+ Karen Leegwater
APPOINTED POSITIONS

MUSEUM MANAGEMENT TEAM J bon Doherty Carol M donald, Graham Daly

MUSEUM CURATORIAL TEAM Kate Doherty Carol Mc Dnald; Leigh Wallbank ;
Chery Bpenc e

MUSEUM VISITORS SERVICES MANAGER Vac at (from 30.06.26)

BULLETIN EDITOR Elizabeth Craig

BULLETIN PROOF READER Ly rSc § srdok

PUBLICATIONS TEAM Pauline Curby (Conv eor); Eliz &eth Craig; Kim
Hatherly

WEBSITE MANAGER Vac at

SOCIAL MEDIA OFFICER Vac at

ARCHIVIST Carol Mc Dnald

GRANTS OFFICER J ban Doherty

FUNDRAISING OFFICER Kate Doherty

EXCURSIONS OFFICERS GregJ a k 8,&hris ine Edney

DATABASE MANAGER Bruc eEdney

WELFARE OFFICER Mary Small

AFTERNOON TEA COORDINATOR Kate Doherty

HONORARY SOLICITOR Mic kel Solari

T oc atac & Committee member or offic éearer, email or phone us :
Email: s irehis ary @mail.c m, or for Museum vgts :
s remuseumv g tors @mail.com
Ph o n @424 600 150 (leav ea mes age)

Your mes sge or email will be forwarded on to the appropriate person, who will
c atacty a direc ly.




SSHS CAL BNDAR: JUNE 7 AUGUST 2026
(See website: www.sh ieh story.org fo ru p ates)

SSHS MEETING - normally held at 1.30p m 3" Satu d & in th emo nht
at the Stapleto nCo nmu nty Centre, Suth elan d(except December)

Suth eland Shire Museum at 88 Ven ¢ia St., Sylvaniais o @n:
Tu sd §s 12.007 4.00pm
Th usd §s, 9.30am-1.30pm and Saturd &s, 9.00am i 1.00pm
For enquiries re Museum vis ts email shiremuseumvisitors@g _nail.com

JUNE 2026 Sat. SPEAKER: Brad Manera, Military his darian will speak on a s bmarine
20th dis a dr off Middle Head in 1891 when a planned detonation went horribly
wrong.

JULY 2026 Sat. SPEAKER: Pam F obes & Greg J ak sné topic is a his dry of Sydney in
18th ten s fpwrecks

AUGUST 2026 | Sat. SPEAKER: Marie Palmer, a v tunteer with the Harbour Trus twill
15th s pakto us about s me extraordinary plac e on Sydney Harbour
and their history.

EXCURSIONS

Greg J ak snpour ex arsions leader is ¢ wently overseas
The next excursion to be announced at the July meeting or by email to members

Please no € that for insu ance p upo ®s on ¥y memb @s can join SSHS excursion s

SSHS Memb eship fees fall due this month

Annu dfees are $40 per p eso n$60p eco u |
(+ $40 p ato receive ap i &d co p pf each Bu letin)

With your Bulletin is a Membership ren eval form for 2026-2027
inclu dni ginstructio s on how to p &




EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT

STEPHANIE BAILEY

Greetings all!

o Since our last
Bulletin in February
the Easdr long
weekend, Anzac
Day and Mother®
Day have all come
and gone. On behalf
of the Exec tive Committee, | hope y a
found time to enjoy and obs eve thes e
s pcial oc asions with y ar friends and
family .

There was als oplenty to delve into during
the Sutherland Shire Citizensé Heritage
Festival T not leas of all the Open Day at the
Museum on 2 May. Many thank 40 Graham
Daly who repres ated SSHS at the Fes it &
planning meetings. This muc Hoved
¢ oxmunity tradition has been running for
more than 30 years! On 18 April, it was my
priv lege to MC the event hosted by SSHS at
the Sutherland Shire Mus em. We not only
launc Bd this y ar& Heritage Fes iv & but
c &=brated an extraordinary milestone in the
his ary of the Sutherland Shire His dric &
Society T our 60" anniversary !

The proceedings were opened with Bruce
Howell® mov ng and thoughtful
Ac kowledgement of Country. We then
heard s peches from Laura Cowell (Deputy
Mayor, Sutherland Shire Councl), Eleni
Petinos (Member for Miranda, NSW
Legislativ eAs smbly )and Dav d Moncrieff
(Member  for  Hughes, House  of
Representativ 8). Eac h express d their
pers aal connec ibns to the history of our
local area, their apprec ation and admiration

L

for the Suther and Shire Historic &Society,
and their desire to see our s ociety and
C axmunity c atinue to thrve long into the
future. It was pleasng to s e thes e
repres atativ 8 from the thr e tier sof
gov enment i local, state and federal i not
only c atributing to the day& official
functions but taking the tim eto engage with
attendees and explor e the mus em&
dis fays and c bec ibns By the way jfy a
hav ed yet checked out the new dis [ay
highlighting Phy &al Culture ( Ry #) in the
Shire, | encour gey ato do so.

For me though, the anniv esary celebr @on&
highlights came fr m SSHS membkers. Br ¢ e
Howell s pke about the inc rdible Mats a
Collection of Aboriginal ar ifacts ( &ld at the
Museum) and why it& s oim portant. Then
Elizabeth Craig ( ddierng on des fie her
rec ataccdent)keptusallc aptiv eedass b
rec anted the fas mating histor fthe earyl
day sof SSHS, the sgnific at challenges it
has facd ov e the years, the
acc mplis ments it achieved, and the
¢ tourful char eter svho& ebeen s @ han
integral part of our c becive story. And
finally, John Doher ytand the St Geor gand
Sutherland Com nmunity of Uk lele M wsic ans
(SSCUM) had ev e yne tapping their feet
and snging along while a magnificent
afternoon tea was s e ed. And what a cake!
Many thanks to Car lo Mc Dnald, Kate
Doherty, and ev ey ae who pr wded a plate
or who helped in some way to mak ehe 60"
annivers gy c &bration such a memor ble
and enjoyable s ocss. It was trly
wonderful to s e so many member sand
gues & gather @ together at the Mus am



under the new pergola (which has jus t
rec & d its Oc cpation Certific & from
Council T hurrah!) to enjoy the festiv ties ,
eac hother® company, the delic aus food, a
glas sof bubbly, and ev @ the gorgeous
weather. And if you were wondering why the
Museum& garden is looking s obeautiful,
then send y ar thanks to our resident dlant
Nurse@ J lie Donno, for k eping the plants
happy; and d&hief Yardbird§ Kevn Curby
who has been bus yplanting s me new
s glings in the Aussie Garden.6Kev n, along
with Greg Jac kos and Chris Foran, hav e
als a mpleted the paving in the old garden
s etion under the prevaus s hding area.
Bravotoy a all!

You may have heard too that there were
s me well-deserved award winners at the
rec at Cook Community Awards . This
annual event celebrates and rec gnises
outs dnding indiv duals who volunteer their
time and skills to make significant
c atributions to the local community.
Congratulations to John Doherty
(Outstanding Contribution to Loc &aHistory ;)
George Cotis OAM (Lifetime Commitment to

the Environment); and Colin
(Champion of the Env ronment) .

Stor e

At the May meeting, Dr Stephen Gapps
dis csusdehow his wor las a public historian
is helping to br nig Frontier War his dr eis into

broader rec gnition as Austr & Fir sWar s .

Then on Friday 22 May, Gr @ J a kos led
S X SSHS excur snists to The Rocks wher e
they vis ted Susannah Place, the hertage-
lis ed former gr cery stor eand wor &&
c ttage qnow a historci house mus em.
Later they walked up the r ad to visit the
Arc helogic &Education Centr gThe Big Dig
T an interesting day out.

SSHS had a stall at the Shir e/intage and
Collectables Fair on Sunday, 7 J une. It was
another succ s alif fundraising day .SSHS
made $884.50 fr m the goods donated by
members Thank you to the donors, and also
to thos ewho tur @d up to man the stall.

Later, at our gener lameeting in June,
military histor ain, Br @& M anera, will examine
the Eas ér Encampments held at Mddle
Head in the late 19" Centur yinc uding the
tragic ev ats that unfolded in 1891 dur ng an
offic al demonstration of subm a nie mining.

J @in Doher yt Colin Stor yand George Cotis OAM, with Simon Kennedy Federal member for Cook as
they receiv eheir awards on 28 February 2026 at Tradies, Gy mea. [Images: Cook Elec dr laOffic &



SUTHERLAND SHIRE CITIZENS HERITAGE FESTIVAL 2026

GRAHAM DALY

As mentioned in the May Committee
Report, the ¢ &bration of the Soc aty&
s ieth anniv es g on Saturday 18 April
als amark d the beginning of thisy ar®
Heritage Fes it &

The Ausralian Heritage Fesiv §
s pns ced by the National Trus tis held

for a month ev ey y ar from April to May .

For the Sutherland Shire, a number of
¢ oamunity ¢ ltural groups jnc uding the
Sutherland Shire Historic & Soc aty, get
together to plan and c ordinate the
ev ats that will ¢ &ebrate our his dry and
heritage during this month.

At the Nov enber meeting of the
Sutherland Shire Citiz es 6 Heritage
Fesiv & Committee | happened to
mention that SSHS would be ¢ &brating
its s> ieth anniv es ay in April. We were
promptly invted to launc hthis y ar®&
Heritage Fes iv &at the s ane time!

The Heritage Fes iv Awas s ceduled to
run from 18 April to 18 May and the

operativ etheme was &hanged That is :

&How has his d@ry ¢ Bnged us and how are
we ¢ hnging his ary 8When we c as der
how muc hhe Soc ety has ¢ Bnged ov e
the las sxyy ars and sitl c atinues to
c hnge, how appropriate this theme is for
our annivers ay !

By the way | unders and that the las time
SSHS hos ed the Heritage Fes iv § the
y ar® theme was &ontinuity !6

As it turned out, the launc hof the

Heritage Fes i &in ¢ ajunc ibn with our

anniv esary at the mus em was a great

S u cses The par it pating gr ops wer e
well repres ated on the day ,inc uding

Family His dary Botany Bay ,Continuum

Arts , Port Hac lng Potters , Southern

Bras sBand, Austt lgan Plant Soc ety ,
Spinners and Weav es and Suther aind

Mus a Club.

A s pcal thank y a to Bill Lewis fr m
Southern Bras sBand who pr wded an
enormous promaional banner for the
mus em& fenc ealong with an A-fr e
and other ac cutr & ents for the festiv &

The v dous gr wps s dged their own
ev ats ov e the c ar s ef this month,
mos totably on Saturday ,2 May when
Sy dey Bus Mus a@m, in ¢ ajunc ibn with
the Tramway M us @m, ran their Her tage
Bus around the Shir eagain. Many
organisations held their open day n this
date inc uding Woronora Mema al Par k
whic h hosed numeous sdlls and
dis fay s from partic pating gr ops
drawing attention to our heritage. For our
part, there was fr @ admis n to the
mus e@m on the day and s me of our
dis [ay s highlighted the theme of
Change. Thank sto Carol Mc Dnald for
her work on them.

We look forwar db seeing what nex v ar
has in s dre for Sutherland Shir €itiz aso
Fesiv d

H:" From left: Bill Lewis Souther Bras 8and Maav d
i Mooney Continuum Ar st ,

Noele Watk ns Family Histor Botany Bay,
JIi Mc Elland, Sutherland Music Club

N | [Photo: S. Bailey]



FROM THE EDITORG& DESK

ELIZABETH CRAIG

60 years old!

If y a hadnd already notic d, this edition of
the Bulletin is dev ted almos tentirely to
c &ebrating our 60" anniv es ay. It is quite
illuminating to s e jus thow muc hc hnge
there has been s nce 1966. For a start look
at the image on the front ¢ ¥ e of an
ex crsion to the cty by SSHS members of
the 1960s i froc k sandbags and glov e for
the women and ties and suits for the men.
Now it is more lik & that both men and
women would be wearing pants, s pak es
and a bac kap Ks e the image on the bac k
c u eof an ex crsian in 2024).

Artic ds throughout this Bulletin des dbe the
many way s the Society has c hnged,
depending on the v gion and s Kld of leading
members the opportunities and res rictions
of tec hology, regulations ,and c hAnging
s oalv es .

| s @ this edition as a kind of s pplement to
Caretak es of our Pas ti the his dry of the
Soc ety Hfirst 50 y ars .It foc 8 sseon the
ac ivties , memorable highlights and
ac kev enents of the Socety and its
members in the dec de snc ehen. It& by no
means ¢ mprehensiv eThere was s amuc h
| would lik eo have inc uded, but it& jus not
pos dle in an edition of the Bulletin. Perhaps
s meone will one day write Volume 2 of
Caretak es of our Pas !t

There are two non-60" anniv es ay artic ds in
this edition: a delightful piec ec atributed by
Ed Duy kren trac kg down the origin of a

Dutc hc tnial ¢ o his wife found in his
garden in Sy \ aia (page 17). The other is
about the Cronulla-based word ac @imed
¢ mpos € J ban Antill, who was a mem ber of
SSHS during its firs two dec des (page 25) .

Change i Heritage Fest vial t éme

With the theme of this y ar& Hertage
Fes i Abeing @hanged it m ade a good deal
of s es efor the Socety to launc hthe
Sutherland Shir eev at in ¢ ajunc ibn with
our own 60" anniv e ary c &br @on on 18
April. (See Graham Daly 9r ort on page 7.)

Late Bulletin

| do apologis efor the May Bulletin ¢ ening
out a month late. It was delay d by myother
c mmitments put it brought hom eto me that
I s buldreally hav e back p editor. In the 60
y ars of its pr duc ibn there has never been
amis sdeedition. If anyone would like to giv e
ita go, pleas det mek ow. | do hav e folder
full of articds r ady to be edited and
publis bd, s o maeral is av dable.
Eliz &eth.c aig@y "al.c s is my emal
addres sfy a would like to dis csust.

Thank y a for y ar inter & tin the Bulletin,
partic larly over the las tten y ar ssnc el
bec ae editor. Producngithasgiv emes o
muc renjoy rent.

Membership renewal is now due

Dond forget it is time to r mew y ar SSHS
members fp this manth. Ar eewal form has
been included with the Bulletin.



MEETING OF TWO CULTURES, 2026
Dr EDWARD DUYKER

On 29 April 2026, along with many other local res dents, | attended the M eeting of Two Cultures 6
¢ amxmemoration at Kurnell. The ev at mark d the 256th anniv es a wf the landing of Lieutenant
J aes Cook RN and the ¢ ew of HMB Endeav ar on the eas t as of Aus ralia.

Coming les sthan a week after indigenous s evd enen and traditional ¢ g adians deliver ng
Melc me to Country Wwere booed on ANZAC Day by a tiny, dis @s pc ful m nor ty, our Shir event
was dignified, meaningful and joy dl. Sutherland Shire Counclis ¢ atinued effor st to fos ér
rec ac liation with indigenous Aus rialians des ev e our s pport.

This y ar a sgnificant number of primary
s cool ¢ Adren from the Shire and ac os she
bay were pres at. | was quite moved to s e
one c id of Asan des cné srnging the
Dharawal v eson of Adv ac eAus ralia Fair
from memory !

The new Dis cvoey Centre is s itl not open, but
we were giv @ an update by Ben Khan, Area
Manager, South Sy dey, National Park sand
Wildlife Servd e The Gweagal s pars

repatriated from Cambridge will s on be on Aboriginal danc eat M eeting of Two Cultur &
dis fay there. [Source: J. Boyd, SS M ayor FB]

There were a number of s dlls prov ding information on loc &flora and faunaandinv av e pces.
Sutherland Shire Library also had a s dll, as did the Captain Cook Soc ety. Caringbah Rotary
prov ded a free saus ge s 2 bhnd there was als @ood quality es p &s @ &ee.

I s it hav eroblems with the name of the ev at. | dond believ éhat 'The Meeting of Two Cultures 6
is ac crate. The Poly es ans Tupaia and Tay &, who tried firs to s pak with the Gweagal c dn
of the Dharawal on the s bre of Botany Bay in 1770, des ev eac kowledgement. If y a want to
k pw more about Tupaia and his s gnific ac eto the Endeav ar ex pdition, | ¢ a rec ommend
J an Druett's fine biography publis kd in 2011.

Poly Bs an c liure was v ey different from both the Dharawal and the Europeans on board the
Endeav ar. Although we c a generalise about European c itur ethe Endeav arv g ge als o
offers an opportunity to ¢ &brate a broader ¢ itural div esty on our s bres mor ¢han two and a
half ¢ aturies ago. The ex pdition included the Swedes Daniel Solander and Herm an Sp°ring,
the Venetian Antonio Ponto, the Braz lian Manoel Pereira, the Ork my is dnder For ¥ Suther and
and the Americ as J on Gore and J anes Matra. They were all pr & at at Botany Bay in 1770,
like the c Uuurally div es eEnglish, Iris hSc tish, Wels hand Channel Islander ¢ ew m em kers of
the Endeav ar. J e ph Bank sAfrican (or Wes tndian) s ev ats Thomas Ric mond and George
Dorlton had already died at Tierra del Fuego. But then a half-Dutc hhalf- Jvaaese Alex ader
Samarang joined the crew in Batav a and other Sc adinav ans and Dutchm en joined the cr w at
the Cape of Good Hope. | hav dong argued that we s buld drop the binar ¥itle and rename the
ev at simply @he Meeting of Cultures .6

Think about attending nex t ar!



S$S-6 O"ANNIVERSARY

ELIZABETH CRAIG

Six yt y ars ago, on Friday, 15 April 1966, the Sutherland Shire His dric &Soc aty held its fir s t
meeting at the Kindergarten Hall on Merton Street, Sutherland, and believe it or not it was a
bipartis a Counc liinitiativ & together with s me ¢ smmunity members Six {- e people attended
and while it was initiated by Labor Shire Pres dent Arthur Gietzelt, our fir sPtes dent was Liberal
Counc lior Richard Harris a, whos eportrait hangs in the Mus em Office. Ther aver €6 people
on the Committee, inc Uding fiv ev d epresidents .

The objec of the his drical s o ety was to
c bec tand pres ev ematerial relev at to
| the his ary of Sutherland Shire, and to
res arc hand diss eninate information to
members and others by lecdres ,
ex fbitions , ex creidns to plac e of
his drical s gnific ace and public &ons .

In ess ac e the purpos e to c bect |
pres ev eand dis sn@nate our loc &history
remainsthe s me. Butov esxyy arsthe

Clr Arthur Gietzelt, Labor ~ methods of ac cnaplishing that purpos e ClIr Ric Br dHar is o
Shire President, 1961-1963, has c¢ hnged, brought about by both ( iberal) 1957- 968
1966-1971 opportunities and c hllenges ,s ocal and Fir sSBHS Pr sident,
[Source: Adam Gietzelt] political ¢ Anges and of c ars ehe people  1966-1968 [Source: SSHS]
who s hped the ¢ hracter of the Soc ety.

A ¢ mprehens v ehistory of the Soc ety Sfirs fifty y ars ¢ a be found in Car &k es of our past,
written in 2016 for our 50" anniv es ay®. It tells of our ev &ution from a folk s, family oriented fun-
lov ig organis &on under our longes & ev ng Pres dent, Harold Iver stg a mor @rofes snal and
bus nes dike organis &on under s bs quent Pres dents .

Harold®& daughter, J aenes s latfoot r membersasa 13- yae ld
helping to s ev eafternoon tea at meetings ,and later, her own
c Hdren cihging to Harold® leg as he ¢ aducted meetings .In
1975 there were around 300 member s15 of them under 18.

Some Councillors and Counc lis dff werev e ynwe hnv tv dinthe
Socaty, ev @ s evng on the Committee, and the Loc & Studies
Librarian was Res arc hOffic efory ar sThey wor kdeavith other
Soc ety members to erect ex fbitions and ¢ eate floats for Her tage
Fes iv aparades .

Harold Iv e ser wes Soc ety
Presidentfor s & eteenyear s Then in the 1990s under Pres dents Aileen Griffiths and ( rém
[Photo:(ngrzlésgggg)laﬁoot] 1997) CIr Dawn Emers a, things began to ¢ Ange. Adv acing
tec hology and better global ¢ anec édnes swas ¢ hAnging the

c lture of both the priv & and public s edrs .Loc & Gov enment adopted a new public
management model. There was more pres sr@ on the bottom line and benc mak shad to be
met. The world was bec ming more busnes dike. Counclihad to s ép bac kfr m their
inv tv enent in ¢ exmunity organis &ons whic hals dad to ¢ afor nto the new bus nes an adel.

M



SSHS bec ae inc o grated to meet
thes e new r gulations and had to
tighten up the way meetings and
ac cuat k eping wer e c aduc ed.
Member ses ated los ng their r lex d
family atmos pere and many left. By
Dec ember 2000 memkbers ip was
down to 105 and attendanc e at
meetings had dr pped to 30. In 2007
the AGM had to be pos poned from
September to Dec enber bec as daher e
ﬂ was f a quor mn.But the Soc ety hung

Clr Dawn Emers o on.
SSHS Pr sident 1989-1997 SSHS President 1997-2009

Andrew Platfoot, who had
been a member sinc e
c arting J enes s évers in :
the late 1970s was elected
pres dent in 2009 and under | g
him the Socety wrack d [‘
their brains to attrac tnew
members 2 They look d for
- interes ing gues ts pakers , |
vAndr w Platfoot they s at mailouts to other
SSHS President 2009- e Y
2011 cubs in the Shire and they “gac ko the Twenties them eat Nola Watt's
upgraded afternoon tea. Garden Par ytin 2011 [Photo: Bruce Watt]
Nola Watt, a long-time member held garden parties
in her beautiful Kirrawee garden, s metimes with dres sup themes They also ¢ Anged meeting
times from week dy ev aings to Saturday afternoon. These s rategies work d and memkbers p
improv d, although never to the ex ent of the mid-1970s .
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When Andrew s épped down becaus eof work ¢ exmitments in
2011, Bruc eWatt replac d him as pres dent. Bruc ewho had jus t
retired as a high s bool teac br, and had been Bulletin editor for
SX Yy arswas intent on rais ng the profile of the Soc ety. He c eated
a 10-y ar busnes splan, whic hinc dded upgrading the Mus em,
then in the Sutherland Memorial Sc bol of Arts (SMSA) in 2013.3

One of Bruc & initiativ e to rais dhe profile of the Soc ety was the
¢ ommis ©ning of an Aboriginal bark ¢ aoe made by Aboriginal :
elder Dean Kelly. It was featured at a Night at the Mus @m in 2018, Br @ ewnatt, SSHS
and is now prominently dis fay d in the Sutherland Shir e  Pr sident2011- @20
Mus em& ex Ibit of Aboriginal artefac ¢ and culture. Another was the ar &x fbition held in the
SMSA in May 2018 (aided and abetted by Eliz &eth Craig). The ex Ibition, ¢ #ed Painting the
Shire s drted with a k enel of 30 paintings given to the Soc ety by Haz éur sGallery. Br ¢ eus d
his network ng s Kldto ¢ dec another 140 paintings of the Shire by local ar i$ £ There was a lot
of interes from the public and media in both of thes eanitiativ 8 and the ex fbition in partic lar
was a promotional triumph.




¢ aamis ned fr m Dean Kelly (in red shirt)
SMSA Oc daber 2018 [Photo: E. Craig]

On Bruc & retirement from offic ein 2020 Pauline Curby was
elec ¢d as presdent. Ev ey presdent puts their sdmp on the
Soc ety Odirec ibn, and Pauline us d her s Kl as a profes nal
his drian to preside ov e the publication of loc &his dries ,whic h
hav eundoubtedly rais d the profile of the Soc ety, and the profits
from thes ook sre funding more his dries So far there hav éeen
fiv e s o cses sdries. See Milesdnes and Memorable

Ac Frev enents ,@page 21 for more details .

Sutherland Shir ¢ us em, 88 Venetia St., Sylv aia, Feb. 2021
[Photo E. Craig]

hat

A Night at the M us em Geaturing the bark ¢ aoe Painting the Shire Exhibition, SM SA, 11 M ay 2018
[Photo: T. Craig]

Pauline Cur ¥
SSHS President 2020-2025

When Pauline ¢ ane to offic ¢
ther evas one job s b took on
with s me trepidation. Our
mus e@m had been moved fr m
the  Sutherand Mem arial
Sc bol of Arts ( BISA) to a
for mr baby health centre in
Syv aia bec as e Councli
wanted to redev &p the Sc bol
of Arts .In late 2020, while
dealing with Covd r erictions ,
the mov etook plac e Pauline
and new Mus em Manager,

Peter Moore, neither of whom had ex prience in s #ing up a Mus em, s eabout doing jus that
with the help of a Museum ex prt on loan to us by Mus ems & Galleres ,and an ar m of

v Qunteers .

Their ¢ mbined effort in telling the s dry of the Shire ¢ eativ & and effectiv & in thiss mlas pc ¢
is quite a mirac @, and vis tors hav eex pes sdes yprise and admir ton.



The Aboriginal Room, 2022
Fr a left: Leigh Wallbank Pauline Curby and J an Doherty admire the newly set up display

One wing of the Mus e@m with artefac € in ¢ &inets depic ihg the
his dry of the Shire& development, 2022 [Photo: G. Burton]

On a fine day, the Mus @m grounds ar exc #ent fors aal
func ibns s g has the SSHS Xmas par ytin 2022.

Lac kof s pc e partic larly in wet weather,
bec me an is sey and the Committee
s u csealfy applied for a grant to replac ehe
s mall inadequate s a s blter at the front with
a bigger rain-proof pergola. The s mplic ty of
this pergola belies the headac bs and
frus hation it has c as d Pauline and
partic larly her hus Band Kevn, who led the
building proces s in navdating the
bureauc ac yto get the permis ©ns and
c dific g&es before it c ald be built. The
paperwork took 18 months ,but the actual | %

building was done in less than a fortnight! | The new per ga at Ias tFeb 2026

[Photos: E. Craig]



After fiv ey ars as Pres dent, Pauline stepped down at the 2025 AGM. There was no suc csesro
for her, or for the Sec etary 9pos tion, and the Soc ety is now being run by a ¢ exm ttee of five
v ey hard-work ng members .

SSHS Committee elec ad at the 2025 AGM [Photo: SSHS]

Bac Kr m left: Gr laam Daly (Minutes Sec etary ;)Carol McDonald ( A cvis )t Karen Leegwater
(As ® dnt Treas ter); Stephanie Bailey.

Sitting: J &n Doherty (Treas ver and Public Officer )

While this dedic &ed c ew are doing a s érling job at k eping the Soc ety operating, they would
v &y muc hwelcome ass g dnc eFor ins dnc ewe do not hav ea dedicated Mus em M anager or
Curator. We als aneed a Webs te Adminis ration Manager. Our webs te is our ¢ anec ibn to the
world T where we prov de information about the Soc éty, about our ac i ties and upc aming
ev ats and where we store our v &uable loc &his dry res arc Hs a ras the Bulletin) Ify a have
an ability in one of thes eareas T or in any other ¢ pacty - and an inter & in being a v tunteer
for SSHS, pleas e atac the Committee (s rehis dary @mail.c am)or phone 0424 600 150 (and
leav ea mes sge).

The Sutherland Shire His drical Soc ety will ¢ atinue to fac e hllenges and will need to embr ee
c hnge i s mething that is happening right now i but if the ¢ &br ef its mem bers of the las 60
y ars is any hing to go by, it will ¢ atinue to thriv e

Con gatulations S uherland ShreH istorical S @iety.

L Eliz @eth Cr ig, Car ®ker ®f our Past, the first 50 y ars of Sutherland Shire His dr cal Soc ety, SSHS
2016. Av #dable at the Mus e@m during opening hours for $15.00 or by emailing: s _Ir leis dr y @ al.com
for inform aion on fur her options .

2 Becaus ehe ac ivities of all Presidents prior to our 50" anniv es ay are ¢ 9 eed in detail in Car &k e s
of our Pas tthey ar @ot giv @ as muc hattention in this article as the pos + 8" anniv e & yr sidents ,
Bruc eéVatt and Pauline Cur ¥

3 Acquiring a Mwseum v aue was a s gainits #. See Craig, Caretak e f our Pas { @16) Ch. 8, &he
Story of the Mus em




WHAT KEEPS THE SSHS TICKING?

While pres dents lead and s &the direc ibn of the Soc aty, many others k ep it aliv eand k ak ng
through meeting the organis #on& adminis riativ eobligations or r mning ac it ties whic har e
s imulating and s o ally oriented, creating a sens eof belonging and cohes an.

It& the quiet ac fev es who k ep the Soc &ty vdble qthe Treas ter, Public Offic eand Sec etar .y
Others are attrac &d to the idea of us ng their s Kls qsuc has website adm histr @on, publis ing,
¢ wating and guiding at the Mus @m, promotion, fundrais ng, res arc hand leading ex crusns,
all of whic renhanc ehe value of the Soc ety, and prov de others with an outlet to par i¢ pate .

Peter and Creo Moore dr w many v tunteer sto the
1 Mus em by makrig it a fun plac eo be, thus creating a
s as eof ¢ aaraderie. Peter r a an enter dining week \
report on Mus @m ac it/ ties in whic the gav e/ tunteers
workng for the Good Ship Venetia Street nautic &
nic kames (lik e@®dmirald for Pr &dent Pauline, and
&ignalsofor IT guru, Bruc eEdney ) Cr e (FHr tsMaed
quietly organised the offic eand ran the ros ér, as well as
managing the webste and s oal media. Sue Bur dll
(who s dly will leave at the end of the m onth) us d her
ex prienc e workng in mus ems to attract sc bol

~ R . | c Hdrento Mus em tours with ac iv ties tied to the s colol
Mus em volunteer & new uniforms - | ¢ gric fum. She als oset up an online group book rig
black polos Ir stinsc bed with &SHSO o v ey Thes eefforts res lted in a s u @ in book rigs

J a. 2024 [D. Burton]]
amongs both s cool and older groups .

Many of our v tunteers are not look ng for the limelight; they enjoy takng an ac i epar in
s mething they feel is worthwhile, giv ethem as as efac fevement and pr wdes opportunities
for friends Ip. One s u Ipers ais our arc Ivis ,tCarol Mc Dnald. She has no des re to lead, but
for many y ars Carol has alway deen av #dable to lend a helping hand, whether it be manning a
s dll, driv ng s tanded members to meetings helping out at the M useum, filling in as s pak eat
meetings or helping with afternoon tea. She als onominates other gor awards when s b feels
they ré warranted. For thisy ar® Cook Awards s B s a cseailfy nominated our Tr &s ver, J Gn
Doherty for hiss evd stoloc &his dry. (See Ex e tiv Report, page 5.) Well des eved too! J an
has been managing a v ey s brt-s affed Ex eutiv eCommittee while s ruggling with ill health.
Thank y a, Carol fory ar v &able c atributions!

Meetings and ex crsians are s itnulating and soc able oc csains and many of us hav eenjoyed
arc heologis tGreg J a k s@regular ex crsians to s gnific at his dr ci stes in the Suther and
Shire and further afield. Greg and his wife, Pam Forbes poth guides for the Aus ralian M aitim e
Mus em, are often gues & pak es at meetings on topic s @ has our convd &and martimepas .t
They are als drequent contributors to the Bulletin, and Greg often helps out at the Mus am. They
s em to hav éoundless energy, and wede the benefic aries !Thanky a, Gr g@and Pam.

Our Mus em may be small, but it has a great y & for holding s oal ev ats, and we hav ehad
s & el enjoy ale barbec es ,Chris mas parties and c &bratory oc asons in it. Soc alising
definitely promotes that s es eof belonging needed to k ep a com munity or gnis #on alive.

To the many uns ag heroes not lis ¢d here i and there are many - thank you fr im us all!



THESE ACTIVITIES HELP KEEP SSHS TICKING

Creating Xmas lunc Hor members at the Mus em 2023 [Photo: D. Burton]

SSHS Ex crsidnis g on replica of Cook SSH Ex ars dnists at Bare Islad
Endeav ar, Maritime Mus em 2019 2020 [SSHS]

Barbec e for v tunteers Mus em 2024 [Photo: E. Cr ig]
MC



A DUTCH COLONIAL COIN IN THE GARDEN
EDWARD DUYKER

Ev ey now and then, we c a all be s tpris d by what we dig up in the gar @n, be it a tool, a
mis g piec eof jewellery or a ¢ m. On 26 Marc h2025, my wife Sus a was weeding in our
v getable garden and found a weathered 1-Cent Netherlands Eas tndies coin, dated 1942. We
were both intrigued. It was not a ¢ o either of us had los breaslyr eognis d.!

=
e

Netherlands Eas tndies ¢ m found Netherlands East Indies ¢ o, found
Glenn Robin, 26 March 2025, obv e e Glenn Robin, 26 Mar c2925,r e es e

The ¢ m has a hole in the middle. On the obv es eit has a rice plant under the Dutc hname

dNederlandc hindiedin Latin s dpt. On the rev es et has Arabic and J & aes es cpt denoting

@®ne Hundredth Rupiahd Surpris ngly, 100,000 of thes eDutc hc nial ¢ ms ( ncluding the one

in our garden) were produc € by the Philadelphia Mint in 1942 (indic &ed by the d&6after the

date).? This was at the behes tof the Dutc hGov enment in exle, bec as ethe meropolitan

Netherlands was under German oc cpation from May 1940. Normadly s @ hc ms would hav e
been produc d by the Roy &Dutc HMint in Utrec hwith a ¢ duc es or s dff of Mer ayuas a mnt

mark .

They arthe c m was minted was momentous for the inhabitants of the Nether ands Eas tndies;
the J panes env dedinJ auary 1942 and s on c atrolled the entire ar dpelago. Not until 1945
were new Dutc tt tonial ¢ ;s minted, but onc eagain in the United States .Could the 1942-c »
Sus a found, have ¢ me to Sy aia during the war? There wer enany r mar kble tales of
es cpe to Aus ralia by Dutc s evd enen and c\lians jn the imm ediate wak eof the J panese
inv aan. About 8,000 Dutc ft v lians arriv d in Broome in the las two week f Februar y942.
Half the Allied airc aft des oy d in Broome during the J @anes eaid of Mar c 1942 were Dutch.
It is still unc eain how many Dutch c v lians were killed during the bombing.3

All Dutc hmilitary forc e whic hreac bd Aus ralia were ev atually plac d under the ¢ onmand of
General Douglas Mac Athur. Part of the Hotel Queanbeyan became the headquarters of the
Netherlands Eas tindies Air Forc e No. 18 Squadron NEI-RAAF ¢ oprised both Dutc hand
Aus ralian flight and ground ¢ ews . No. 120 Squadron NEI ¢ eprsi d Dutc hflight ¢ rws and
Aus ralian ground ¢ ews . They were s on operating agains the J panes efr m the Nor hern

NTLL
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Territory. The Dutc Hight c wis e Tromp, two s bmarines a troop transpor ,ta mnes \eeper and

two merc Antmen als ces cpad to Aus ralia. The Dutc mav &c atingent num bered 1,353 men

and was initially under the ¢ exmand of Admiral Helfric twith his headquar er 1 M dbourne. The

Tromp was later joined by three other Dutc twars ips theJ a bv aHeems krke Van Galen and

Tjerk Hiddes, whic had been s ev ng with the Britis HEas érn Fleet and undertook ¢ av g es cro
duties from Fremantle after October 1942.4

It s ems v ey unlikely that a Dutc hs evd enan dropped the ¢ @ in what is now our v getable
garden during the Sec ad World War. Although Sus a& father, William Glenn Wade, purc Bhs d
the land in 1948, the hous ewas not ¢ mpleted until 1953.> Nev eheless many Dutch r figees
and demobilised s evdemen (s me of mix d rac ¢ made Aus ralia home after the war. They
remain a s gnific at ethnic group in the Sutherland Shire.5 A Dutc Hrades nan or labour ec ald
c ac & aly hav ework d on our hous eor made a deliv ey her ethough no Dutc hs u ames
appear in s w\ing ¢ astruc ibnrec ads ”. ADutc tpainter, J e Br er ( &leathc te r ®dent), did
work at @lenn Robinébetween 1988 and 1995, but he nev es ev d in the Eas tndies 8

Could we ins ¢ad ¢ anec ts meone else with the
| Indones an Arc Ipelago and this part of Sy J aia
s on after the war? Many Aus it lEans fought in
v dous parts of the formeryl Dutc br led island
| c hin after the tide turned agains tthe J panes e
We immediately thought of Charles Adams ,who
was employ d by the Wade family as a gardener,
handy mn and c a®@k e in Syv aia and then
Wallac a until J ne 1975. He appear sn a 16mm
film William Glenn Wade took of Queen Eliz aeth II
pas $1g the Wade proper ytdlenn Robindon its then
Princ 8 Highway frontage, in Sy \ aia, in Febr ar y
1954.° Howev e Sus a believes he was employed
ev a earlier by her father® ¢ o pany. After his wife
Lola died in Mas cton 10 October 1965, aged 40,

- Charlie mov dto ac v a at @&lenn Robing along
Charles Adam sat Glenn Robin, 1959 with his red VW Beetle. He liv d there until 1968,
[Source: Wade family] when he relocated to a far nowned by the Wade
family in Wallac a.
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Armed with Charlie® s evd enumber, NX37288, engrav d on the bac k
of his World War Il decorations whic hhe gav eto Sus a, rather than
his s éps a, we were able to ac cseshis army rec ads at the National
Arc v 8 of Aus malia.!® Thes erec ads indic & he was bor nin
Auc land, New Zealand, on 24 Marc h1917. Nev eheles shoth his
parents were Norfolk Is dnders and he grew up on their home is dnd.
His father was a direc tdes cneélant of the Bounty mutineer Char els
Adams and his mother was a direc tdes cnelant of the mutineer
Matthew Quintal. He als dhad Tahitian anc e arsi the mutineers took lI2-S NX37288

Poly Bs an wives i and this was ev dent in his dark ¢ mplexan, ey 8 ' -
and hair. Charles Adam's 1941
[National Arc kv e of
Australia]




On 2 Dec enber 1939, Charlie Adams joined the Norfolk Is dnd Infantr Yetac ment ( 117044)
and s ev d on the is dnd until he trav #ed to Sy dey and joined the Ist Field Infantr yRegim ent
on 25 J ne 1941. He was initially pos ed to Oc an Isdnd (now Banaba, Kir bati) put was
apparently ev a ated aboard the Free Frenc hdes roy e Le Triom phant, in Febr ary 1942, and
returned to Aus ralia va New Caledonia. He was bac kn Sy dey, v a Bris bne, on St Patrick 9
Day 1942, but in late Marc ts ffered a frac dared right ank & and was not fit for duty until 5 May.
Ev a then, he appears to hav eec & d light duties with the Bas ePostal Unit of the 20" Field
Regiment. Charlie was then s at to New Guinea and dis enbark d in Port Ma & g on 12
Dec enber 1942. He mus hav éeen wounded on 1 April 1943, or perhaps the day befor gsrice
he was ev auated to No.2/2 Cas alty Clearing Station, but rejoined his unit fiv eday dater. He
later s ev d with No. 113 Conv &s cné Depot in New Guinea. While on leav ein Aus ralia, in
September 1943, he married his wife Lola who mus then hav ebeen about 18 y ars of age. He
S ev din New Guinea until J ne 1944.

During another period of leav en Sy dey, Charlie s tfered rec vwant bouts of mdar a and was
twic ehos palis . When he returned to duty, he rec & d drvi e tr iaing in Strathpine,
Queens dnd. Although he completed the ¢ ars ehe was onc eagain hos palised with malar aiin
Bris Bne. It was from there, on 11 April 1945, that he boarded the Sea Ray for deploy mt on
the is dnd of Morotai in the Netherlands Eas tndies !

The J panes ewho s itl had 190,000 tr ops
on Morotai, under the c¢ emmand of
Lieutenant-Gener lgFus hataro Tes hma, did
not s wender until 9 September 1945.12 As
a dong s ev e§ Charié was prortis € for
his return home He flew bac Ko Aus ralia
a week later, on 16 September, and was
dis canged on 12 Oc dber 1945.

Charles Adam swor kddor the Wade family
until 30 J ne 1975. He planted the Nor dilk
Is dnd pine whic c a sitl be s en growing
on the s ather rsde of @&lenn Robindin

AUSTMLSNWAQR;\EF%; esur ender, Mo i, September 1945 7 Sy ala.. Sus ar fe ds him talk ng about
[Source Australian War Mem arial] the mud in New Guinea, J panes ebooby

traps ,and s eing the s crasfrom his war
wounds .He retired to Brighton-le-Sands bput was livig in Gorok a [=3
when he died on 24 February 1983, aged 65.

Indies ¢ m home as a s av air, or as loos ec hnge, and later
dropped it in our garden, but it is a tantalisng th o u.gTwo o hs
med B ra wren ly missin ¢*.Ho pfell th gareinth ettic, n othe
g eden ! Charlie Adams Wallac a, 1972

[Source : E. Duyk €
qau
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1| already pos es sdea Dutc H.O.C. copper duit from the Netherlands Eas tndies but it dates fr m 1787
and was giv e to meby one of my brothers .

2 Krause, C. L. et al., Wor d Coins, eighteenth edition, Kraus ePublications ,ola, Wis cnsn, 1991, pp.
10477 8.

3 See Ford, J M, d’he Fir tsJ panes e\ir Raid on Broomeg in Sabretache, J ly- 8ptember 1985, pp. 141
18. It deals with the Dutc HCatalinas whic hevac ated refugees from the Nether ands Eas tndies .

4 See Duyk e E., The Dutc hin Aus ralia, AE Pres sMelbourne, 1987, ¢ hpter 5 ¢ atains myac cuat of
the Dutch nav &forc e and NEI airforce s gadrons bas d inAus ralia. 1 ¢ aals ¢ @ cmmend an ar itle by
J M. Ford, @'he Dutch Nav yn the South-Wes Pacific Area: Marc H9421 Augus 19454 The Navy, Oc dber
1985, pp. 311 36. On the Dutc hairmen here during WWII, there is als @ book by Gor dn Wallac eentitled
Up in Dar m with the Dutc hpriv gly publis kd, Surrey Hills, Vic 1983.

5Duyk € E., &illiam Glenn Wade (1911-1983): A Biographic &Memoirg Sutherland Shir @lis dr cal Soc ety
Quarterly Bulletin, v b 2, no. 10, May 1995, pp. 209i 213.

6 Duy kr, E., @he Dutc himmgrant Ex prienc e Two Case Studies Fr m the J liana Village, Mt adad
Sutherland Shir eHis dr cal Society Quarterly Bulletin, no. 63, Februar Y1988, pp. 3261 9; s e also d'he
Dutc hnAus 1t &a§ Suther aind Shire His drical Soc ety Quarterly Bulletin, Nov enber 1988, no. 66, pp. 402i
4.

7 See, for exampe, Duy kr, E., &tone Retaining Walls ,Sy Maniagd Suther and Shir eHis dr cal Soc éty
Quarterly Bulletin, v & 3, no. 2, May 2000, p. 61 7; s e als ahe previous ¥ mentioned biogr phical ar i¢ é
on William Glenn Wade.

8Duy kr, E., @ e Br er [obituary § Dutc HWNeek, 19 J auary 1996, p. 21.

9 See Duy kreE., &ylv aia on Film: His dric 16 mm Footage in the Wade Collec ibnd Sutherland Shir e
His drical Soc ety Quar etrly Bulletin, no. 60, May 1987, p. 281. This lis ,thowev € is notc mpr kensive.
10 National Ar dvhs of Aus ralia, Servic eRecord, Adams Charles B883, NX37288.

1 1bid.

2 Long, G. T, Aus It l&a in the War of 19391 1945: Series One: Army Molume VII: The Final Cam paigns
Aus ralian War M em o ai, Canberra, 1963, pp. 553i 4.

13 His s eice r e od indic ges that he was awarded the 1939/45 Star, Pac fic Star, 1939i 45 War M edal
and Aus 1t lgan Servic eM edal.



SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MILESTONES AND MEMORABLE ACHIEVEM ENTS

ELIZABETH CRAIG

Some of the Soc ety® ac fev enents and miles adne moments are wor hir @ ading here.

1970 bicentennial celebration. The Socety mark d Aus ralia®
bic aetenary in an impres & ieway. They held a s y posum in the
Counc liChambers the theme being: &aptain Cook and the v g ge of
the Endeavour and thos eon boardd They invted s & eal emient
s pak es put their ¢ owning glory was their main s pak € Profes sro
J bn Cawte Beaglehole, a New Zealand his drian, reputed to be a
world authority on J anes Cook .

Pr ®s erJ dn Cawte Beaglehole (who died in 1971)
[Source: www.teara.gov.nz]

Finding a venue for our Museum

Until 1986 there was no Mus em,s ar efac &
were k et under members 6ous e or in their
garages ,and brought out for ex fbitions in
public spac e i lik ec ennunity fes iv & and
at Miranda Fair. Then in 1976 it was
dis cvoeed that the Sutherland Memorai
Sc bol of Arts might bec eneav dable for us e
as a Mus em - if the Councli c ald be
c avnc édtoac gir &and letthe Socetyus e
2 it. Socety member scampaigned for many
Sutherland M em aial School of Arts, ¢ 1965-1972, Y ars and a dec de later, in Augus 1986, the

[Sour c: BLLS] Sutherland Shir eHistor ci & Soc ety Mus em
was opened. The fas mating s dary of tenac ty and determination by som e Soc ety mem bers to
gain us eof the Sc bol of Arts as a v aue for a Mus e@m ¢ a be found in Car &k es of our pas .t
As of 2020 the Mus em v aue has been moved to 88 Venetia Str et, Sy \ aia. (Ma eletails on
this appear in &SHS - 60" Anniv es ay,0pages 12-13.)

Advancing technology

Internet tec hology became far more ac csedle in the 1990s and home c o puter owners Ip
s drted to tak eoff. Colour was introduc d and the Bulletin ¢ ald now be digitised and pr nited. The
Counc liprinted the magaz ne for free until jus & few y ars ago.

The us eof emails to c mmmunic & with members has made life a lot eas er and ¢ baper too, than
needing to write, print and pos tetters .

We als adeveloped a webs te which has really tak @ us into the 215t ¢ atur .yinform aion about

the Soc ety, Mus em and upc ming ev ats ¢ ald now be pos éd, along with infor rtion about

our public #ons and all 238 Bulletins publis kd in full - from the fir sedlition in Septem ber 1966.

The Bulletins ¢ atain well res arched and referenc d original artic s on the Suther and Shir

his dry, mos Iy ¢ atributed by Soc ety members. In many ins dnc 8 jnfor mtion in thes aar it ds

c anot be found any Were els eThey are thereforeav eyv ableres ar cferr & ar dng local
HM



his ary. So, to be able to pos them on our webs te mak ng them av dable to the wor d, enhanc s
their v &Jue enormous y..

In more rec at times ,IT guru, Bruc e Edney has dev ped a

¢ mprehensiv aatabase to rec od all of the Soc ety Har efac £ jmages
maps and doc ments. There are s g eal thousand items lis éd on the

databas eand it is an ongoing proc 8 sUsing the s ar cluttony a can

find out in an ins dnt if an item is held and wher dt is. The s y et also

rec ads the deac cse®ning of items and Bruce fr wots up at the Mus em

a few day v ey week to update it.

Br © eEdney [Photo: E. Craig]

Publications

The SSHS has nev ebeens brt of writers and was publis ing local his @r Yook drom its ear iés t
day sUnder Pauline Curby, a profes snal his drian and writer, this ac ity has bec me ma e
formalis d. Eas Coas Enc anters 1770, reflections on a cultural clas hwas publis kBd in 2020
for the 250" anniv es ay of the arriv Aof Cook 9Endeav ar, and in 2022 Br «© eHowell& The
Matson Collec ibn, Sutherland Shire Mus em, was launc kd (s e below) .

Along dreamed of s @es of s burban histories is als ainderway, with a Public #ons Com mittee
ov e&s eing the writing proc 8 sediting and proofreading, apply ng for gr ats gdealing with layout
artis ¢ and printers and book promotion. Liz Adam& Kareela, Luc k & Liv able (2018) was s o
s u cseallfa reprint was published. Pauline Curby SWoolooware, a grand pos tion was launc bkd
in Nov enber 2025. So far 240 hav ebeen s &. Las ty ar a wrting wor k sphwas held for
members interes e&d in writing about their s burb, and more suburban his dr eis are in the offing.

Recording oral histories of long time Shire residents

Oral his dry, the rec oding of people® rec fections of an event or time is now ac cpeed by
ac demia as a legitimate rec od of s oal his dry. His dric & Soc ety members hav ebeen
rec ading oral his dries for Sutherland Library and many of thos e a be ac csesdeon the Librar y
webs te. (https /floc tnis dry.s therlands Ire.ns wgov.au/nodes Brows &) Choos e®udiod from
the lis bn the left, and s olt through the oral his dries or s arc Hor a name Oral his dr es are
another v &able tool for res arc brs of local his dary, and are the s ar coé many Bulletin artic ds.

Recording and preserving our Aboriginal Heritage

There hav ealway sheen individual Soc ety members with an interes in Abor ginal ar caéology,
and ex crsions to Aboriginal stes in the Roy &National Park hav eoften been made, but the
Soc ety began to tak eas eous interes tn ex fbiting Aboriginal tools when in about 2015, thr wgh
Pres dent Bruc éNatt, we were giv a the Margaret Simps a ¢ tec ion fr m the Central Des «.

At the 60" anniv es &y, Bruc eHowell s pk eabout the Matson
Collec ibn of s dne, bone and shell tools used by the loc &Aboriginal
people found in the Shire las tc atury by Fred Matson, a thir d
generation Shire boat builder with a pas o for Aboriginal ¢ liure.
How the Socety c ame to be the c g adians of this v &uable
c becibn is a s ary of curios ty, detec iv ework ¢ Haboration, and
abov alll, ares pc for the v &e of the ¢ ec ibn.

Fred Mats a, who ¢ fec ed Aboriginal tools from around the Shire prior
to 1975 when it bec ae illegal. [SSHS]
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The full sdry ¢ a be found in the May 2023 Bulletin.? Briefly, in 2014 Pres dent Bruc eWatt
c Bnc d to come ac oss mention in a book of thes docally ¢ dec ed artefac ¢ and lear ed that
the c Bec dr, Fred Mats 0, had as kdea friend to tak @éhem for s &k eping on his death ( ni1993).
Bruc etrac kdedown the friend and dis cvoeed he too had died, but then managed to find his
grands a, who was able to direc thim to another family member, Lee Nation, who lived on the
north ¢ as bf NSW. Lee had inherited ¢ 8 ady of the ¢ fec ibn and on talk ng to Bruc eagr ed
that the bes tplace for it was in the Sutherland Shire Museum where it ¢ ald be v ewed and
apprec ated by the loc &c enmunity.

The las tt Haborator was Bruc eHowell, of Waradjuri des cn¢, and with a gr at interes tn and
apprec ation of Aboriginal c lure. Bruc ec wated the c feciobn by c a wlly meas ung,
photographing and des dbing each of the 249 piec e and arranging their dis fay at the Mus em.
Bruc avent on to produc e high-quality ¢ talogue of the ¢ dec ibnasarec adinc a any of the
relic swere damaged or went mis 1g. Its purpos ewas als oto ex fain the us eand deeper
meaning of eac lof the tools 32

Bruc eHowell, Lee Nation and Bruc eWatt with the
newly dis fayed Mas a Collec ibn at the Mus em in
2022. [Photo: E. Craig]

Preserving our built heritage

The Soc ety has ¢ anpaigned for the pres ev #on of s @ hreas tes as the Hungry Point Fisheries
ste and Hotham House in Gy rea, onc ethe homes ¢ad of the Shir & mas ts gnificant poultr y
farm. But we werend alway ss a cseawlf The ste of the beautiful, well mantained 1912 home
now belongs to Mac garie Health and they are about to demolis ht for a c goar lat the Pres dent
Hos pal.

One s u csess ary was the s ang of the Hos fial Bay
Wharf on Gunnamatta Road, builtin 1912. It was named
Kilk v a, after the hous ethat originally s aod on land
now oc cpied by De La Salle Catholic College,
Cronulla. In 2013 the Counc liwas intent on demolishing
it in the dnteres & of public s &ty.0 SSHS Mus em
c wator, the late J m Cutbus twas ins rumental in rais ng
awarenes sand garnering ¢ exmunity s pport for the
pres ev #on of the his dric wharf. This c¢ apaign
c avnc d Sutherland Shire Counc linot to get rid of the
wharf, and by 2016 it had been rebuilt.

J m Cutbush s @nding on Hospital Bay
Whar ih 2013.
[Courtesy: Leader, 4 July 2013]
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50! "Anniversary celebration

On 20 April 2016 about 100 people arrived to a s ttdown lunc hat Club on Eas to ¢ &br t® the
50t anniv es ay of the Soc aty and the launc hof Caretak es of our Pas t the fir s50 y ars of
Sutherland Shire His dric &Soc ety, by Eliz &eth Craig. The book was launc kbd by Counc I&
general manager, J n Ray or. Speak es inc uded the Hon. Ma kSpeak mia, memker for
Cronulla, Sutherland Shire May g CIr Carmelo Pes c,ér Car loLis an from the RAHS and
Emeritus Profes sr@®av d Carment from the History Counc liof NSW. The gues ¢ inc uded SSHS
members ,loc & politic ans from three gov enment lev & and neighbour ng his drical s o ety
repres atativ e .

In the bac krgund we ran a sitles bw depicting the his dry of the s o aty, put together by SSHS
s dlwart Daphne Salt (who retired to the north coas & me y ars ago). On prom nent dis [y was
a romantic painting of Heathc ¢ Hall by Kurnell artis ©Otto Kus ér, who had been ¢ snmis ned
by the Soc ety to do the painting from a 1915 photo. To rais €unds a ¢ py of the painting was
raffled and won by Dawn Emers a, to her great delight.

We were als @ble to find arec ading of the Sutherland Shire Fanfar gc mpos d by world r ®own
Cronullac mpos € and SSHS member, the late J on Antill (s e s dry page 25). Sutherland Shire
Silv eBand had been rec aded play ng it some y ars earlier.

The 50" anniv es ay was a memorable oc csain, and it brought home the v &able r le played
by loc &his drical s o éties in rec oding the ev tution of their c exm wnities .

Eliz &eth Cr i@, Br © éVatt, SSHS Pres dentand 50" annivers ay lunch at Club on East, Suther and
MC, CIr Car mlo Pesc eand artis Dtto Kuster in [Photo: Ted Cr ig]
front of his painting of Heathc te Hall. [Leader, 27.4.2016]

ME. Craig, Car @k e ®of our Past: the first fifty y ars of Sutherland Shire His dr ci &Soc ety ( @16)
Chapter 8, pp.83- 8

" Whe Mats a collec ibn of Aboriginal artefac g - Its journey to the Shire Mus em 6by Elizabeth Cr ig,
Bulletin, M ay 2023, pp. 13- 4.

°B. Howell, The M ason Collec ibn, Sutherland Shire Mus em, 2023 is av dable fr m the Society for
$25, either fr m the Mus @m during opening hours at meetings or by ¢ atac ihg us at

s krehis dry @mail.c m
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JOHN HENRY ANTILL (1904-1986)
CELEBRATED COMPOSER AND SSHS M EM BER

ELIZABETH CRAIG

When SSHS ¢ &brated its 101" anniv es ay in 1976, it was a low- ky @ffair at a general m eeting,
and was limited to a birthday ¢ & ewith candles made by the Pres dent® wife, Athalie Iver sThe
c adles were blown out by SSHS member, J an Antill, who was gues ts pak € a Cr wulla
res dent and a world renown composer.t

At the meeting J an Antill s pk eabout the meaning of his

¢ mpos tion, Corroboree, whic hwas ins p @ by the rtaual danc e
c eemony | areal c aoboreei hes & at La Perous easac fid

in 1913.

Antill rec & d his early mus @ &training at St Andrew® Cathedral
Choir Sc bol. In 1920, at the urging of his father he bec e an
apprentice mec hnic adraughts man with the NSW Gov enm ent
Railway sFiv ey ars later he ov e cre his father& r & e wians
about the unreliable nature of mus d as a c a er, and enrolled as
a full-time s udent at the NSW Cons ev tor um of Mus @ where
he s udied with renowned Aus ralian ¢ mposer, Alfred Hill.2

In 1932 Antill went on a two-y ar tour with JC. Wiliams 0
Imperial Opera Company as a tenor and rehears &c aduc dr.
Then in 1936 he joined the ABC as as stant Mus @ Editor. He
s dy d with the ABC until 1968 when he r & @ as Feder lBMus d
Editor.

[Australian Music Centre]

Throughout his s udy of mus @ Antill res arc kbd the s bjec of
Aboriginal musd ,c bdecihg rec adings , many on Edis a
c ynbers , and ev atually produc d Corroboree as @
s Immering, ev o &ve and propulsv es cred® In 1946 four
ex rac g of it were premiered as ac ac & s e, ¢ aduc &d by
famed c aduc dr Eugene Goos sns before an audienc eof
2000 at a free Sunday afternoon ¢ ac € at the Sy dey Town
Hall with Sy dey Sy mphony Orc Bbs ra.

In October of that y ar, Antill attended a performanc ein
London, his fare havng been raised by public s bs dption.
During his four months in London the ABC paid his s &ry and
arranged for him to study orc ks ral tec hiques with the BBC.*

Corroboree was firs performed as a ballet in 1950 at Sy dey £
Empire Theatre. Antill ¢ aduc ¢d the orc ksra and the
danc es were prov ded by the National Ballet Company. It was

. , ) . . . . &or aboreeq the ballet, Empr e
hailed as a @ ming of agedmiles dne in Aus ralian ¢ ttural life. Theatr £1950 [Wikipedia]

Corroboree is Antill& best k own work °1n 1954 he ¢ aduc ¢d
the ballet in a gala performanc dor the Queen.

J an Antill was a prolific ¢ mpos e writing mus a for films ppera, ballet and v o amus @, and he
¢ mpos d many s cres for doc mentary films He als owrote the mus d to prec de the Queen®
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Chris mas mes sge in 1974. Antill& ballet Snowy was the firs Aus ralian ballet to be televd din
Aus ralia.

In 1939 he married Constanc ePeak € whom he had firs met at St Andr w& Cathedral Sc bol.
They had a daughter in 1945; her twin was s itlborn. J in undertook ¢ as derable dom es it duties
in their home at Neutral Bay, and later at Hunter& Hill, es pcially after Cons dnc & death in 1957.
He was liv ng in Cronulla by the mid-1970s ©

Antill has been des dbed as & i in build and shy, and diffident in manner.8 As M us @ Editor with
the ABC he was res pnshle for s &c ihg compos tions enc araging Aus ralian compos es and
promoting their work .But his retic ac eprev ated him from s ek ng performanc 8 of his own
musa .

He was giv e life members Ip to the Fellows Ip of Aus ralian Com poser s$n 1974. In 1971 he
was awarded an OBE for his s evd e to mus g, and rec & d an honorar yloc dar & in c eativ e
arts by the Univers ty of Wollongong in 1985.8

For the 1970 bic atenary of the arriv &of Lt Cook and the Endeav ar Sutherland Shir €ouncil
organized a spec al open-air performanc eof Antill& mus @ whic hnc uded the world pr miere of
Antill's Song of Hagar, G'day Digger, and Corroboree.

In 1976, the Counc lic exmis ned J an Antill to ¢ mpos ea fanfare for the opening of the new
Civic Centre.® Arec ading of the Sutherland Shire fanfare being per drmed by Sutherland Shir e
Silv eBand was aired at the historical s o ety 950" anniv es ay.

J bn Antill entertained the Soc ety with his music at the 1985 SSHS Christmas meeting, and he
died the following year in Dec enber 1986 in Caringbah, s w v d by his daughter. Amema ai
s evd avas held at St Andrew& Cathedral on 10 February 1987.10

1 SSHS Minutes 3 May 1976; SSHS Bulletin, Feb. 1987

2 Aus rialian Dic ibnar wf Biography, Vol. 17, 2007

3The sc o evas produced by Boos & and Hawk e [www.aus rialianmusic entr &€ m au/ar is /antill- Jhio]
4 Aus rialian Dic ibnar wf Biography, Vol. 17, 2007

5 Aus rialian Dic ibnar wf Biography, Vol. 17, 2007

6 ibid

" ibid

8 ibid

9 https /lloc this d@r .g therlands fre.ns vwgov.au/nodes V ew/7629

10 Fred M dgley, SSHS Bulletin, February 1987
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SSHS EXCURSION TO VAUCLUSE HOUSE

GREG JACKSON

On Friday, 13 February Greg J a k 8 ted an ex crsian to vew Vauclus eHous ein Sy dey 9
Eas d@rn Suburbs Nine people attended.
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Vauclus eHous dWikipedia]
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SSHS Exc u isnis € at Vauc Us éHouseto

The original Vauc us eHous ewas built as a small ¢ tage by Sir Henr ¥r wn Hay e who had

been trans prted to New South Wales in 1802 for k dnapping the daughter of a wealthy Irsi h
bank e It was purc Bs d in 1827 by ex forer and politic an William Charles Wentwor it who

greatly ex pnded the original hous ein a Gothic Revv &s {le and is what we s e today. He

ex ended the property to 515 ac e@s (208 hec dres ,)but has now been r @uc d to 28 ac rs¢ 1
hec dre), s il a s bs dntial holding in Sy dey $Eas érn Suburbs It pr € ev e the 1850s lifes \t &

of the wealthy Wentworth family, inc uding their gardens and serv ats' quarters .

Vauc Us eHous efeatures an ex énsv ektc bBn wing, s dbles and outbuildings ,s o wnded by
formal gardens and grounds loc &d on the s ath-eas érn s bres of Por § a k 8.dhe hous eas
one of the few 19th-c atury hous e near Sy dey Harbour retaining a s gnific at part of its or ginal
s #ing.

The weather for this ex crsion was brilliant, and all partic pants had an enjoy &le day out.

Editor® note: In the Augus Bulletin there will be more details on the his dar wf Vauc Us eHous eand
the Wentworth family, together with s me information about the ste Greg J a k & bas learned fr m
LiDAR tec hology. Unfortunately, there was jus tot enough s pc an this edition. LU L il
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