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SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 

THE SOCIETY 
The SSHS has a proud tradition stretching back more than half a century and is an entirely volunteer and not-for-
profit organisation. Over the years the Society has taken on the responsibility of recording and preserving local 
history so that Shire residents can learn more about our past. 

 
WRITING FOR THE BULLETIN 

Since its beginning, the Society has fostered the skills of local writers and their work is recorded in the Bulletin ï 
copies of which can be accessed on our website: www.shirehistory.org or for issues up to end 2020, at Sutherland 
Library - Local Studies. Members and non-members are invited to submit material for future editions and although 
we give local history priority, we are happy to accept stories on Australian history generally. We ask that you quote 
your sources and acknowledge any material used as well as obtaining permission from authors. Any enquiries 
contact the Editor:  Elizabeth Craig at elizabeth.craig@y7mail.com or phone 0491 096 642. 
 
Digital copies of the Sutherland Shire Historical Society Inc Bulletin are emailed to all Society members with online 
access. Print copies can be purchased at $10.00 each. Digital copies are also emailed to all Shire council libraries, 
the Mayor, Shire General Manager, all Councillors, local politicians, the Royal Australian Historical Society, National 
Trust of NSW, NSW State Library, National Library of Australia, University of Sydney, University of NSW, 
neighbouring local history societies, Shire high school libraries and some local businesses. Issues from September 
1966 are also posted on the SSHS website: www.shirehistory.org  

COPYRIGHT 
Copyright for material appearing in this publication remains the property of the individual writers and, apart from 
any fair dealing for the purposes of private study, research, criticism or review, as permitted under the Copyright 
Act, no part may be reproduced by any process without the written permission of the author. All enquiries should 
be made to the Editor. 

REGISTRATION 
SSHS BULLETIN ï ISSN 1444-2930 (from February 2000); ISSN 2652-4000 (ONLINE) (from May 2019) 

Society publications are registered with the National Library of Australia in accordance with International Standard 
Serial Numbering and have an ISSN or ISBN number.  
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SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETINGS 
Monthly meetings are held on the THIRD Saturday of each month (except December) at 1.30 pm ï at Stapleton 
Avenue Community Centre, 3A Stapleton Avenue, Sutherland (near the library). We welcome visitors to hear our 
guest speakers, mix with local history enthusiasts and share afternoon tea and a chat. There is a $5 entry fee which 
covers afternoon tea and a Lucky Door Prize.  

+ 

 

SUTHERLAND SHIRE MUSEUM 
Our Museum at 88 Venetia Street, Sylvania is open for visitors. Opening hours are:  
Tuesdays, 12.00 ï 4.00pm, Thursdays 9.30am ï 1.30pm, Saturdays 9.00 ï 1.00pm. Entry is $5. To organise a 
group visit, please email Sue Burrell, our Visitor Services Manager at shiremuseumvisitors@gmail.com 
 
DONATING MATERIAL: If you have items of historical significance to Sutherland Shire such as artefacts, documents 
or photographs, that you wish to donate or lend to the Museum, please contact us at shirehistory@gmail.com. While 
we welcome such items, we have very limited space and have to adhere to our acquisitions policy which dictates 
what sort of items we can accept. If you do not wish to part with original items, we would welcome copies of 
documents and photographs. Temporary loans for specific periods for suitable items are also welcome. Cash 
donations and sponsorship assist us to improve the museum and perhaps you can keep the museum in mind when 
planning your estate.  

+ 

 

CONTACTING THE SOCIETY 
All correspondence and membership enquiries should be addressed to The Honorary Secretary,  

Sutherland Shire Historical Society, 88 Venetia Street, Sylvania NSW 2224  
Alternatively, email us at shirehistory@gmail.com; or phone us on 0424 600 150 
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SOCIETY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 2025-2026 
                                                                   ELECTED MEMBERS 

 

TREASURER/PUBLIC OFFICER John Doherty 
  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS  
MINUTES SECRETARY Graham Daly 
 Carol McDonald 
 Stephanie Bailey 
CUUKUVCPV"VTGCUWTGT"*Gz/Qhhkekq"ogodgt+" Karen Leegwater  

 

                       APPOINTED POSITIONS  
 

  

MUSEUM MANAGEMENT TEAM John Doherty; Carol McDonald, Graham Daly 

MUSEUM CURATORIAL TEAM Kate Doherty; Carol McDonald; Leigh Wallbank; 
Cheryl Spencer 

MUSEUM VISITORS SERVICES MANAGER Vacant (from 30.06.26) 

BULLETIN EDITOR Elizabeth Craig 

BULLETIN   PROOF READER Lyn Scaysbrook 

PUBLICATIONS TEAM Pauline Curby (Convenor); Elizabeth Craig; Kim 
Hatherly 

WEBSITE MANAGER Vacant 

SOCIAL MEDIA OFFICER Vacant 

ARCHIVIST Carol McDonald 

GRANTS OFFICER John Doherty 
FUNDRAISING OFFICER Kate Doherty 
EXCURSIONS OFFICERS Greg Jackson, Christine Edney  
DATABASE MANAGER Bruce Edney 

WELFARE OFFICER Mary Small 

AFTERNOON TEA COORDINATOR Kate Doherty 

HONORARY SOLICITOR Michael Solari 

 

To contact a Committee member or office bearer, email or phone us: 

Email:  shirehistory@gmail.com, or for Museum visits: 

shiremuseumvisitors@gmail.com 

Phone: 0424 600 150 (leave a message) 

Your message or email will be forwarded on to the appropriate person, who will 
contact you directly. 
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SSHS CALENDAR:  JUNE ï AUGUST 2026 
(See website: www.shirehistory.org for updates) 

 

SSHS MEETING - normally held at 1.30pm, 3rd Saturday in the month                                     
 at the Stapleton Community Centre, Sutherland (except December)                                      

                                                                                          
Sutherland Shire Museum at 88 Venetia St., Sylvania is open: 

 Tuesdays 12.00 ï 4.00pm 
Thursdays, 9.30am-1.30pm and Saturdays, 9.00am ï 1.00pm 

For enquiries re Museum visits email shiremuseumvisitors@gmail.com  

JUNE 2026 Sat. 
20th  

SPEAKER: Brad Manera, Military historian will speak on a submarine 
disaster off Middle Head in 1891 when a planned detonation went horribly 
wrong.

JULY 2026 Sat. 
18th  

SPEAKER: Pam Forbes & Greg Jacksonôs topic is a history of Sydney in 
ten shipwrecks 

AUGUST 2026 Sat. 
15th 

SPEAKER: Marie Palmer, a volunteer with the Harbour Trust, will 
speak to us about some extraordinary places on Sydney Harbour 
and their history. 

 
EXCURSIONS 

Greg Jackson, our excursions leader is currently overseas 
The next excursion to be announced at the July meeting or by email to members 

 
Please note that for insurance purposes only members can join SSHS excursions 

  

 
SSHS Membership fees fall due this month 

 
Annual fees are $40 per person/$60 per couple 

(+ $40 pa to receive a printed copy of each Bulletin) 
 

With your Bulletin is a Membership renewal form for 2026-2027 
including instructions on how to pay 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT  

STEPHANIE BAILEY 

Greetings all!  

Since our last 
Bulletin in February 
the Easter long 
weekend, Anzac 
Day and Motherôs 
Day have all come 
and gone. On behalf 

of the Executive Committee, I hope you 
found time to enjoy and observe these 
special occasions with your friends and 
family.  

There was also plenty to delve into during 
the Sutherland Shire Citizensô Heritage 
Festival ï not least of all the Open Day at the 
Museum on 2 May. Many thanks to Graham 
Daly who represented SSHS at the Festival 
planning meetings. This much-loved 
community tradition has been running for 
more than 30 years! On 18 April, it was my 
privilege to MC the event hosted by SSHS at 
the Sutherland Shire Museum. We not only 
launched this yearôs Heritage Festival but 
celebrated an extraordinary milestone in the 
history of the Sutherland Shire Historical 
Society ï our 60th anniversary!  

The proceedings were opened with Bruce 
Howellôs moving and thoughtful 
Acknowledgement of Country. We then 
heard speeches from Laura Cowell (Deputy 
Mayor, Sutherland Shire Council), Eleni 
Petinos (Member for Miranda, NSW 
Legislative Assembly), and David Moncrieff 
(Member for Hughes, House of 
Representatives). Each expressed their 
personal connections to the history of our 
local area, their appreciation and admiration 

for the Sutherland Shire Historical Society, 
and their desire to see our society and 
community continue to thrive long into the 
future. It was pleasing to see these 
representatives from the three tiers of 
government ï local, state and federal ï not 
only contributing to the dayôs official 
functions but taking the time to engage with 
attendees and explore the museumôs 
displays and collections. By the way, if you 
havenôt yet checked out the new display 
highlighting Physical Culture (Physie) in the 
Shire, I encourage you to do so.  

For me though, the anniversary celebrationôs 
highlights came from SSHS members. Bruce 
Howell spoke about the incredible Matson 
Collection of Aboriginal artifacts (held at the 
Museum) and why itôs so important. Then 
Elizabeth Craig (soldiering on despite her 
recent accident) kept us all captivated as she 
recounted the fascinating history of the early 
days of SSHS, the significant challenges it 
has faced over the years, the 
accomplishments it achieved, and the 
colourful characters whoôve been such an 
integral part of our collective story. And 
finally, John Doherty and the St George and 
Sutherland Community of Ukulele Musicians 
(SSCUM) had everyone tapping their feet 
and singing along while a magnificent 
afternoon tea was served. And what a cake! 
Many thanks to Carol McDonald, Kate 
Doherty, and everyone who provided a plate 
or who helped in some way to make the 60th 
anniversary celebration such a memorable 
and enjoyable success. It was truly 
wonderful to see so many members and 
guests gathered together at the Museum 
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under the new pergola (which has just 
received its Occupation Certificate from 
Council ï hurrah!) to enjoy the festivities, 
each otherôs company, the delicious food, a 
glass of bubbly, and even the gorgeous 
weather. And if you were wondering why the 
Museumôs garden is looking so beautiful, 
then send your thanks to our resident óPlant 
Nurseô, Julie Donno, for keeping the plants 
happy; and óChief Yardbirdô, Kevin Curby 
who has been busy planting some new 
saplings in the óAussie Garden.ô Kevin, along 
with Greg Jackson and Chris Foran, have 
also completed the paving in the old garden 
section under the previous shading area. 
Bravo to you all! 

You may have heard too that there were 
some well-deserved award winners at the 
recent Cook Community Awards. This 
annual event celebrates and recognises 
outstanding individuals who volunteer their 
time and skills to make significant 
contributions to the local community. 
Congratulations to John Doherty 
(Outstanding Contribution to Local History); 
George Cotis OAM (Lifetime Commitment to 

the Environment); and Colin Storey 
(Champion of the Environment). 

At the May meeting, Dr Stephen Gapps 
discussed how his work as a public historian 
is helping to bring Frontier War histories into 
broader recognition as Australiaôs First Wars. 
Then on Friday 22 May, Greg Jackson led 
six SSHS excursionists to The Rocks where 
they visited Susannah Place, the heritage-
listed former grocery store and workerôs 
cottage  ╖ now a historic house museum. 
Later they walked up the road to visit the 
Archaelogical Education Centre, The Big Dig 
ï an interesting day out. 

SSHS had a stall at the Shire Vintage and 
Collectables Fair on Sunday, 7 June. It was 
another successful fundraising day. SSHS 
made $884.50 from the goods donated by 
members. Thank you to the donors, and also 
to those who turned up to man the stall. 

 Later, at our general meeting in June, 
military historian, Brad Manera, will examine 
the Easter Encampments held at Middle 
Head in the late 19th Century, including the 
tragic events that unfolded in 1891 during an 
official demonstration of submarine mining.  

                  

John Doherty, Colin Storey and George Cotis OAM, with Simon Kennedy, Federal member for Cook as 
they receive their awards on 28 February 2026 at Tradies, Gymea. [Images: Cook Electoral Office]  
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SUTHERLAND SHIRE CITIZENS HERITAGE FESTIVAL 2026 
GRAHAM DALY 

As mentioned in the May Committee 
Report, the celebration of the Societyôs 
sixtieth anniversary on Saturday 18 April 
also marked the beginning of this yearôs 
Heritage Festival. 

The Australian Heritage Festival, 
sponsored by the National Trust, is held 
for a month every year from April to May. 
For the Sutherland Shire, a number of 
community cultural groups, including the 
Sutherland Shire Historical Society, get 
together to plan and coordinate the 
events that will celebrate our history and 
heritage during this month. 

At the November meeting of the 
Sutherland Shire Citizensô Heritage 
Festival Committee I happened to 
mention that SSHS would be celebrating 
its sixtieth anniversary in April. We were 
promptly invited to launch this yearôs 
Heritage Festival at the same time! 

The Heritage Festival was scheduled to 
run from 18 April to 18 May and the 
operative theme was óChangeô. That is: 
óHow has history changed us and how are 
we changing history?ô When we consider 
how much the Society has changed over 
the last sixty years, and still continues to 
change, how appropriate this theme is for 
our anniversary!  

By the way, I understand that the last time 
SSHS hosted the Heritage Festival, the 
yearôs theme was óContinuityô! 

As it turned out, the launch of the 
Heritage Festival in conjunction with our 
anniversary at the museum was a great 
success. The participating groups were 
well represented on the day, including 
Family History Botany Bay, Continuum 
Arts, Port Hacking Potters, Southern 
Brass Band, Australian Plant Society, 
Spinners and Weavers and Sutherland 
Music Club.  

A special thank you to Bill Lewis from 
Southern Brass Band who provided an 
enormous promotional banner for the 
museumôs fence along with an A-frame 
and other accoutrements for the festival. 

The various groups staged their own 
events over the course of this month, 
most notably on Saturday, 2 May when 
Sydney Bus Museum, in conjunction with 
the Tramway Museum, ran their Heritage 
Bus around the Shire again. Many 
organisations held their open days on this 
date including Woronora Memorial Park, 
which hosted numerous stalls and 
displays from participating groups 
drawing attention to our heritage. For our 
part, there was free admission to the 
museum on the day and some of our 
displays highlighted the theme of 
Change. Thanks to Carol McDonald for 
her work on them. 

We look forward to seeing what next year 
has in store for Sutherland Shire Citizensô 
Festival! 

   
 
 
From left: Bill Lewis, Southern Brass Band Maravic 
Mooney, Continuum Arts,  
Noele Watkins, Family History Botany Bay,  
Jill McLelland, Sutherland Music Club 
[Photo: S. Bailey] 
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FROM THE EDITORôS DESK 
ELIZABETH CRAIG 

 
60 years old! 
If you hadnôt already noticed, this edition of 
the Bulletin is devoted almost entirely to 
celebrating our 60th anniversary.  It is quite 
illuminating to see just how much change 
there has been since 1966.  For a start look 
at the image on the front cover of an 
excursion to the city by SSHS members of 
the 1960s ï frocks, handbags and gloves for 
the women and ties and suits for the men. 
Now it is more likely that both men and 
women would be wearing pants, sneakers 
and a backpack (see the image on the back 
cover of an excursion in 2024). 
 

Articles throughout this Bulletin describe the 
many ways the Society has changed, 
depending on the vision and skills of leading 
members, the opportunities and restrictions 
of technology, regulations, and changing 
social values.   
 

I saw this edition as a kind of supplement to 
Caretakers of our Past ï the history of the 
Societyôs first 50 years. It focusses on the 
activities, memorable highlights and 
achievements of the Society and its 
members in the decade since then. Itôs by no 
means comprehensive. There was so much 
I would like to have included, but itôs just not 
possible in an edition of the Bulletin. Perhaps 
someone will one day write Volume 2 of 
Caretakers of our Past! 
 

There are two non-60th anniversary articles in 
this edition: a delightful piece contributed by 
Ed Duyker on tracking down the origin of a  

 
 
Dutch colonial coin his wife found in his 
garden in Sylvania (page 17).  The other is 
about the Cronulla-based world acclaimed 
composer, John Antill, who was a member of 
SSHS during its first two decades (page 25). 
 
Change ï Heritage Festival theme 
With the theme of this yearôs Heritage 
Festival being óchangeô, it made a good deal 
of sense for the Society to launch the 
Sutherland Shire event in conjunction with 
our own 60th anniversary celebration on 18 
April. (See Graham Dalyôs report on page 7.) 
 

Late Bulletin 
I do apologise for the May Bulletin coming 
out a month late. It was delayed by my other 
commitments, but it brought home to me that 
I should really have a backup editor. In the 60 
years of its production there has never been 
a missed edition.  If anyone would like to give 
it a go, please let me know. I do have a folder 
full of articles ready to be edited and 
published, so material is available. 
Elizabeth.craig@y7mail.com is my email 
address if you would like to discuss it. 
 

Thank you for your interest in the Bulletin, 
particularly over the last ten years since I 
became editor.  Producing it has given me so 
much enjoyment. 
 
Membership renewal is now due 
Donôt forget it is time to renew your SSHS 
membership this month. A renewal form has 
been included with the Bulletin. 

 
 

------------------------- 
 
 
  



ф 
 

MEETING OF TWO CULTURES, 2026 
Dr EDWARD DUYKER 

On 29 April 2026, along with many other local residents, I attended the Meeting of Two Culturesô 
commemoration at Kurnell.  The event marked the 256th anniversary of the landing of Lieutenant 
James Cook RN and the crew of HMB Endeavour on the east coast of Australia.    

Coming less than a week after indigenous servicemen and traditional custodians delivering 
óWelcome to Countryô were booed on ANZAC Day by a tiny, disrespectful minority, our Shire event 
was dignified, meaningful and joyful.  Sutherland Shire Council's continued efforts to foster 
reconciliation with indigenous Australians deserves our support.   

This year a significant number of primary 
school children from the Shire and across the 
bay were present.  I was quite moved to see 
one child of Asian descent singing the 
Dharawal version of Advance Australia Fair 
from memory!    

The new Discovery Centre is still not open, but 
we were given an update by Ben Khan, Area 
Manager, South Sydney, National Parks and 
Wildlife Service.  The Gweagal spears 
repatriated from Cambridge will soon be on 
display there.   

There were a number of stalls providing information on local flora and fauna and invasive species.  
Sutherland Shire Library also had a stall, as did the Captain Cook Society.  Caringbah Rotary 
provided a free sausage sizzle and there was also good quality espresso coffee.   

I still have problems with the name of the event.  I donôt believe that 'The Meeting of Two Culturesô 
is accurate.  The Polynesians Tupaia and Tayeto, who tried first to speak with the Gweagal clan 
of the Dharawal on the shore of Botany Bay in 1770, deserve acknowledgement.  If you want to 
know more about Tupaia and his significance to the Endeavour expedition, I can recommend 
Joan Druett's fine biography published in 2011.    

Polynesian culture was very different from both the Dharawal and the Europeans on board the 
Endeavour.   Although we can generalise about European culture, the Endeavour voyage also 
offers an opportunity to celebrate a broader cultural diversity on our shores more than two and a 
half centuries ago.  The expedition included the Swedes Daniel Solander and Herman Spºring, 
the Venetian Antonio Ponto, the Brazilian Manoel Pereira, the Orkney islander Forby Sutherland 
and the Americans John Gore and James Matra.  They were all present at Botany Bay in 1770, 
like the culturally diverse English, Irish, Scottish, Welsh and Channel Islander crew members of 
the Endeavour.  Joseph Banks' African (or West Indian) servants Thomas Richmond and George 
Dorlton had already died at Tierra del Fuego.  But then a half-Dutch, half-Javanese Alexander 
Samarang joined the crew in Batavia and other Scandinavians and Dutchmen joined the crew at 
the Cape of Good Hope.  I have long argued that we should drop the binary title and rename the 
event simply óThe Meeting of Culturesô.   

Think about attending next year!   

Aboriginal dance at Meeting of Two Cultures 
[Source: J. Boyd, SS Mayor FB] 
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SSHS - 60th ANNIVERSARY  
ELIZABETH CRAIG 

Sixty years ago, on Friday, 15 April 1966, the Sutherland Shire Historical Society held its first 
meeting at the Kindergarten Hall on Merton Street, Sutherland, and believe it or not it was a 
bipartisan Council initiative ï together with some community members. Sixty-one people attended 
and while it was initiated by Labor Shire President Arthur Gietzelt, our first President was Liberal 
Councillor Richard Harrison, whose portrait hangs in the Museum Office. There were 16 people 
on the Committee, including five vice-presidents. 

The object of the historical society was to 
collect and preserve material relevant to 
the history of Sutherland Shire, and to 
research and disseminate information to 
members and others by lectures, 
exhibitions, excursions to places of 
historical significance and publications.  

 In essence the purpose to collect, 
preserve and disseminate our local history 
remains the same.  But over sixty years the 
methods of accomplishing that purpose 
has changed, brought about by both 
opportunities and challenges, social and 
political changes and of course the people 
who shaped the character of the Society. 

A comprehensive history of the Societyôs first fifty years can be found in Caretakers of our past, 
written in 2016 for our 50th anniversary1. It tells of our evolution from a folksy, family oriented fun-
loving organisation under our longest serving President, Harold Ivers, to a more professional and 
business-like organisation under subsequent Presidents.  

Haroldôs daughter, Jennesse Platfoot remembers as a 13-year-old 
helping to serve afternoon tea at meetings, and later, her own 
children clinging to Haroldôs leg as he conducted meetings. In 
1975 there were around 300 members, 15 of them under 18. 
 

Some Councillors and Council staff were very much involved in the 
Society, even serving on the Committee, and the Local Studies 
Librarian was Research Officer for years. They worked with other 
Society members to erect exhibitions and create floats for Heritage 
Festival parades. 
 

Then in the 1990s under Presidents Aileen Griffiths and (from 
1997) Clr Dawn Emerson, things began to change. Advancing 
technology and better global connectedness was changing the 

culture of both the private and public sectors. Local Government adopted a new public 
management model. There was more pressure on the bottom line and benchmarks had to be 
met.  The world was becoming more business-like. Council had to step back from their 
involvement in community organisations, which also had to conform to the new business model. 

Clr Arthur Gietzelt, Labor 
Shire President, 1961-1963, 

1966-1971 
 [Source: Adam Gietzelt] 

Clr Richard Harrison 
(Liberal),1957-1968  
First SSHS President, 
1966-1968 [Source: SSHS] 

Harold Ivers served as Society 
President for seventeen years 

(1972-1989) 
[Photo: Jennesse Platfoot] 
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SSHS became incorporated to meet 
these new regulations and had to 
tighten up the way meetings and 
account keeping were conducted.  
Members resented losing their relaxed 
family atmosphere and many left. By 
December 2000 membership was 
down to 105 and attendance at 
meetings had dropped to 30. In 2007 
the AGM had to be postponed from 
September to December because there 
wasnôt a quorum. But the Society hung 
on. 

 
 

Andrew Platfoot, who had 
been a member since 
courting Jennesse Ivers in 
the late 1970s, was elected 
president in 2009 and under 
him the Society wracked 
their brains to attract new 
members.2 They looked for 
interesting guest speakers, 
they sent mailouts to other 
clubs in the Shire and they 
upgraded afternoon tea. 

Nola Watt, a long-time member held garden parties 
in her beautiful Kirrawee garden, sometimes with dress up themes. They also changed meeting 
times from weekday evenings to Saturday afternoon. These strategies worked and membership 
improved, although never to the extent of the mid-1970s.   

When Andrew stepped down because of work commitments in 
2011, Bruce Watt replaced him as president. Bruce, who had just 
retired as a high school teacher, and had been Bulletin editor for 
six years was intent on raising the profile of the Society. He created 
a 10-year business plan, which included upgrading the Museum, 
then in the Sutherland Memorial School of Arts (SMSA) in 2013.3  

One of Bruceôs initiatives to raise the profile of the Society was the 
commissioning of an Aboriginal bark canoe made by Aboriginal 
elder Dean Kelly. It was featured at a Night at the Museum in 2018, 
and is now prominently displayed in the Sutherland Shire 
Museumôs exhibit of Aboriginal artefacts and culture. Another was the art exhibition held in the 
SMSA in May 2018 (aided and abetted by Elizabeth Craig). The exhibition, called Painting the 
Shire started with a kernel of 30 paintings given to the Society by Hazelhurst Gallery. Bruce used 
his networking skills to collect another 140 paintings of the Shire by local artists. There was a lot 
of interest from the public and media in both of these initiatives, and the exhibition in particular 
was a promotional triumph.  

'Back to the Twenties' theme at Nola Watt's 
Garden Party in 2011 [Photo: Bruce Watt] 

Aileen Griffiths 
 SSHS President 1989-1997 

Clr Dawn Emerson 
SSHS President 1997-2009 

Bruce Watt, SSHS  
President 2011-2020 

мAndrew Platfoot 
SSHS President 2009-

2011 



мн 
 

                                                                              
óA Night at the Museumô featuring the bark canoe       Painting the Shire Exhibition, SMSA, 11 May 2018                                              
    commissioned from Dean Kelly (in red shirt)                                    [Photo: T. Craig]   
           SMSA October 2018 [Photo: E. Craig] 

 
On Bruceôs retirement from office in 2020 Pauline Curby was 
elected as president. Every president puts their stamp on the 
Societyôs direction, and Pauline used her skills as a professional 
historian to preside over the publication of local histories, which 
have undoubtedly raised the profile of the Society, and the profits 
from these books are funding more histories. So far there have been 
five success stories. See óMilestones and Memorable 
Achievementsô, page 21 for more details.  

When Pauline came to office, 
there was one job she took on 
with some trepidation. Our 
museum had been moved from 
the Sutherland Memorial 
School of Arts (SMSA) to a 
former baby health centre in 
Sylvania because Council 
wanted to redevelop the School 
of Arts. In late 2020, while 
dealing with Covid restrictions, 
the move took place. Pauline 
and new Museum Manager, 

Peter Moore, neither of whom had experience in setting up a Museum, set about doing just that 
with the help of a Museum expert on loan to us by Museums & Galleries, and an army of 
volunteers.  

Their combined effort in telling the story of the Shire creatively and effectively in this small space, 
is quite a miracle, and visitors have expressed surprise and admiration. 

Sutherland Shire Museum, 88 Venetia St., Sylvania, Feb. 2021 
[Photo E. Craig] 

Pauline Curby 
 SSHS President 2020-2025 
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The Aboriginal Room, 2022   

            From left: Leigh Wallbank, Pauline Curby and John Doherty admire the newly set up display 
                         

      
        On a fine day, the Museum grounds are excellent for social 

                                                                            functions, such as the SSHS Xmas party in 2022.  
 

Lack of space, particularly in wet weather, 
became an issue, and the Committee 
successfully applied for a grant to replace the 
small inadequate sun shelter at the front with 
a bigger rain-proof pergola. The simplicity of 
this pergola belies the headaches and 
frustration it has caused Pauline and 
particularly her husband Kevin, who led the 
building process in navigating the 
bureaucracy to get the permissions and 
certificates before it could be built. The 
paperwork took 18 months, but the actual 
building was done in less than a fortnight!   

[Photos: E. Craig] 

 

One wing of the Museum with artefacts in cabinets depicting the 
history of the Shireôs development, 2022 [Photo: G. Burton] 

The new pergola at last, Feb 2026  
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After five years as President, Pauline stepped down at the 2025 AGM.  There was no successor 
for her, or for the Secretaryôs position, and the Society is now being run by a committee of five 
very hard-working members. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While this dedicated crew are doing a sterling job at keeping the Society operating, they would 
very much welcome assistance. For instance, we do not have a dedicated Museum Manager or 
Curator. We also need a Website Administration Manager. Our website is our connection to the 
world ï where we provide information about the Society, about our activities and upcoming 
events, and where we store our valuable local history research (such as the Bulletin). If you have 
an ability in one of these areas ï or in any other capacity -  and an interest in being a volunteer 
for SSHS, please contact the Committee (shirehistory@gmail.com) or phone 0424 600 150 (and 
leave a message). 

The Sutherland Shire Historical Society will continue to face challenges, and will need to embrace 
change ï something that is happening right now ï but if the calibre of its members of the last 60 
years is anything to go by, it will continue to thrive. 

Congratulations Sutherland Shire Historical Society. 

 
1 Elizabeth Craig, Caretakers of our Past, the first 50 years of Sutherland Shire Historical Society, SSHS 
2016. Available at the Museum during opening hours for $15.00 or by emailing: shirehistory@gmail.com 
for information on further options. 
2 Because the activities of all Presidents prior to our 50th anniversary are covered in detail in Caretakers 
of our Past, they are not given as much attention in this article as the post-50th anniversary presidents, 
Bruce Watt and Pauline Curby. 
3 Acquiring a Museum venue was a saga in itself. See Craig, Caretakers of our Past (2016), Ch. 8, óThe 
Story of the Museumô. 

SSHS Committee elected at the 2025 AGM  [Photo: SSHS] 
Back from left: Graham Daly (Minutes Secretary); Carol McDonald (Archivist); Karen Leegwater  

(Assistant Treasurer); Stephanie Bailey. 
Sitting: John Doherty (Treasurer and Public Officer) 
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WHAT KEEPS THE SSHS TICKING? 

While presidents lead and set the direction of the Society, many others keep it alive and kicking 
through meeting the organisationôs administrative obligations or running activities which are 
stimulating and socially oriented, creating a sense of belonging and cohesion.   

Itôs the quiet achievers who keep the Society viable  ╖  the Treasurer, Public Officer and Secretary. 
Others are attracted to the idea of using their skills  ╖  such as website administration, publishing, 
curating and guiding at the Museum, promotion, fundraising, research and leading excursions, 
all of which enhance the value of the Society, and provide others with an outlet to participate . 

Peter and Creo Moore drew many volunteers to the 
Museum by making it a fun place to be, thus creating a 
sense of camaraderie. Peter ran an entertaining weekly 
report on Museum activities in which he gave volunteers 
working for the Good Ship Venetia Street nautical 
nicknames (like óAdmiralô for President Pauline, and 
óSignalsô for IT guru, Bruce Edney). Creo (óFirst Mateô) 
quietly organised the office and ran the roster, as well as 
managing the website and social media. Sue Burrell 
(who sadly will leave at the end of the month) used her 
experience working in museums to attract school 
children to Museum tours with activities tied to the school 
curriculum. She also set up an online group booking 
system. These efforts resulted in a surge in bookings 
amongst both school and older groups. 

Many of our volunteers are not looking for the limelight; they enjoy taking an active part in 
something they feel is worthwhile, gives them a sense of achievement and provides opportunities 
for friendship. One such person is our archivist, Carol McDonald. She has no desire to lead, but 
for many years Carol has always been available to lend a helping hand, whether it be manning a 
stall, driving stranded members to meetings, helping out at the Museum, filling in as speaker at 
meetings or helping with afternoon tea. She also nominates others for awards when she feels 
theyôre warranted. For this yearôs Cook Awards she successfully nominated our Treasurer, John 
Doherty for his services to local history. (See Executive Report, page 5.) Well deserved too! John 
has been managing a very short-staffed Executive Committee while struggling with ill health. 
Thank you, Carol for your valuable contributions! 

Meetings and excursions are stimulating and sociable occasions, and many of us have enjoyed 
archaeologist Greg Jacksonôs regular excursions to significant historic sites in the Sutherland 
Shire and further afield. Greg and his wife, Pam Forbes, both guides for the Australian Maritime 
Museum, are often guest speakers at meetings on topics such as our convict and maritime past.  
They are also frequent contributors to the Bulletin, and Greg often helps out at the Museum.  They 
seem to have boundless energy, and weôre the beneficiaries!  Thank you, Greg and Pam.  

Our Museum may be small, but it has a great yard for holding social events, and we have had 
several enjoyable barbecues, Christmas parties and celebratory occasions in it.  Socialising 
definitely promotes that sense of belonging needed to keep a community organisation alive.   

To the many unsung heroes not listed here ï and there are many - thank you from us all!                                                                              
                                                                                        

Museum volunteers in new uniforms - 
black polo shirts inscribed with óSSHSô, 

Jan. 2024 [D. Burton]] 
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THESE ACTIVITIES HELP KEEP SSHS TICKING 

         
                          Creating Xmas lunch for members at the Museum 2023 [Photo: D. Burton] 

 

                 
                   SSHS Excursionists on replica of Cookôs                 SSHS Excursionists at Bare Island 

         Endeavour, Maritime Museum 2019                                       2020 [SSHS] 
 

                            
                                          Barbecue for volunteers, Museum 2024 [Photo: E. Craig] 
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A DUTCH COLONIAL COIN IN THE GARDEN 

EDWARD DUYKER 

Every now and then, we can all be surprised by what we dig up in the garden, be it a tool, a 
missing piece of jewellery or a coin.  On 26 March 2025, my wife Susan was weeding in our 
vegetable garden and found a weathered 1-Cent Netherlands East Indies coin, dated 1942.  We 
were both intrigued.  It was not a coin either of us had lost or easily recognised.1   

                   
    Netherlands East Indies coin found                              Netherlands East Indies coin, found                                                                                     
  Glenn Robin, 26 March 2025, obverse                           Glenn Robin, 26 March 2025, reverse                 

The coin has a hole in the middle.  On the obverse it has a rice plant under the Dutch name 
óNederlandch Indieô in Latin script.  On the reverse it has Arabic and Javanese script denoting 
óOne Hundredth Rupiahô.  Surprisingly, 100,000 of these Dutch colonial coins (including the one 
in our garden) were produced by the Philadelphia Mint in 1942 (indicated by the óPô after the 
date).2  This was at the behest of the Dutch Government in exile, because the metropolitan 
Netherlands was under German occupation from May 1940.  Normally such coins would have 
been produced by the Royal Dutch Mint in Utrecht with a caduceus or staff of Mercury as a mint 
mark. 

The year the coin was minted was momentous for the inhabitants of the Netherlands East Indies; 
the Japanese invaded in January 1942 and soon controlled the entire archipelago.  Not until 1945 
were new Dutch colonial coins minted, but once again in the United States.  Could the 1942-coin 
Susan found, have come to Sylvania during the war?  There were many remarkable tales of 
escape to Australia by Dutch servicemen and civilians, in the immediate wake of the Japanese 
invasion.  About 8,000 Dutch civilians arrived in Broome in the last two weeks of February 1942.  
Half the Allied aircraft destroyed in Broome during the Japanese raid of March 1942 were Dutch.  
It is still uncertain how many Dutch civilians were killed during the bombing.3   

All Dutch military forces which reached Australia were eventually placed under the command of 
General Douglas MacArthur.  Part of the Hotel Queanbeyan became the headquarters of the 
Netherlands East Indies Air Force.  No. 18 Squadron NEI-RAAF comprised both Dutch and 
Australian flight and ground crews.  No. 120 Squadron NEI comprised Dutch flight crews and 
Australian ground crews.  They were soon operating against the Japanese from the Northern 
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Territory.  The Dutch light cruiser Tromp, two submarines, a troop transport, a minesweeper and 
two merchantmen also escaped to Australia.  The Dutch naval contingent numbered 1,353 men 
and was initially under the command of Admiral Helfrich with his headquarters in Melbourne.  The 
Tromp was later joined by three other Dutch warships, the Jacob van Heemskerk, Van Galen and 
Tjerk Hiddes, which had been serving with the British Eastern Fleet and undertook convoy escort 
duties from Fremantle after October 1942.4  

It seems very unlikely that a Dutch serviceman dropped the coin in what is now our vegetable 
garden during the Second World War.  Although Susanôs father, William Glenn Wade, purchased 
the land in 1948, the house was not completed until 1953.5  Nevertheless, many Dutch refugees 
and demobilised servicemen (some of mixed race) made Australia home after the war.  They 
remain a significant ethnic group in the Sutherland Shire.6  A Dutch tradesman or labourer could 
conceivably have worked on our house or made a delivery here, though no Dutch surnames 
appear in surviving construction records.7  A Dutch painter, Joe Broer (a Heathcote resident), did 
work at óGlenn Robinô between 1988 and 1995, but he never served in the East Indies.8 

Could we instead connect someone else with the 
Indonesian Archipelago and this part of Sylvania 
soon after the war?  Many Australians fought in 
various parts of the formerly Dutch-ruled island 
chain after the tide turned against the Japanese.  
We immediately thought of Charles Adams, who 
was employed by the Wade family as a gardener, 
handyman and caretaker in Sylvania and then 
Wallacia until June 1975.  He appears in a 16mm 
film William Glenn Wade took of Queen Elizabeth II 
passing the Wade property óGlenn Robinô on its then 
Princes Highway frontage, in Sylvania, in February 
1954.9  However, Susan believes he was employed 
even earlier by her fatherôs company.  After his wife 
Lola died in Mascot on 10 October 1965, aged 40, 
Charlie moved to a caravan at óGlenn Robinô, along 
with his red VW Beetle.  He lived there until 1968, 
when he relocated to a farm owned by the Wade 
family in Wallacia.   

Armed with Charlieôs service number, NX37288, engraved on the back 
of his World War II decorations which he gave to Susan, rather than 
his stepson, we were able to access his army records at the National 
Archives of Australia.10  These records indicate he was born in 
Auckland, New Zealand, on 24 March 1917.  Nevertheless, both his 
parents were Norfolk Islanders and he grew up on their home island.  
His father was a direct descendant of the Bounty mutineer Charles 
Adams and his mother was a direct descendant of the mutineer 
Matthew Quintal.  He also had Tahitian ancestors ï the mutineers took 
Polynesian wives ï and this was evident in his dark complexion, eyes 
and hair.   

Charles Adams at Glenn Robin, 1959  
[Source: Wade family] 

Charles Adams, 1941 
[National Archives of 

Australia] 
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On 2 December 1939, Charlie Adams joined the Norfolk Island Infantry Detachment (N117044) 
and served on the island until he travelled to Sydney and joined the Ist Field Infantry Regiment 
on 25 June 1941.  He was initially posted to Ocean Island (now Banaba, Kiribati), but was 
apparently evacuated aboard the Free French destroyer Le Triomphant, in February 1942, and 
returned to Australia via New Caledonia.  He was back in Sydney, via Brisbane, on St Patrickôs 
Day 1942, but in late March suffered a fractured right ankle and was not fit for duty until 5 May.  
Even then, he appears to have received light duties with the Base Postal Unit of the 20th Field 
Regiment.  Charlie was then sent to New Guinea and disembarked in Port Moresby on 12 
December 1942.  He must have been wounded on 1 April 1943, or perhaps the day before, since 
he was evacuated to No.2/2 Casualty Clearing Station, but rejoined his unit five days later.  He 
later served with No. 113 Convalescent Depot in New Guinea.  While on leave, in Australia, in 
September 1943, he married his wife Lola who must then have been about 18 years of age.  He 
served in New Guinea until June 1944.   

During another period of leave in Sydney, Charlie suffered recurrent bouts of malaria and was 
twice hospitalised.  When he returned to duty, he received driver training in Strathpine, 
Queensland.  Although he completed the course, he was once again hospitalised with malaria in 
Brisbane.  It was from there, on 11 April 1945, that he boarded the Sea Ray for deployment on 
the island of Morotai in the Netherlands East Indies.11   

The Japanese, who still had 190,000 troops 
on Morotai, under the command of 
Lieutenant-General Fushataro Teshima, did 
not surrender until 9 September 1945.12  As 
a ólong serverô, Charlie was prioritised for 
his return home.  He flew back to Australia 
a week later, on 16 September, and was 
discharged on 12 October 1945.   

Charles Adams worked for the Wade family 
until 30 June 1975.  He planted the Norfolk 
Island pine which can still be seen growing 
on the southern side of óGlenn Robinô in 
Sylvania.  Susan recalls him talking about 
the mud in New Guinea, Japanese booby 
traps, and seeing the scars from his war 

wounds.  He retired to Brighton-le-Sands, but was living in Gorokan 
when he died on 24 February 1983, aged 65.   

I never met Charlie. He was invited to our wedding, but it was just 
four months before his death and he was too ill to attend.  We will 
probably never know if he brought the 1-Cent Netherlands East 
Indies coin home as a souvenir, or as loose change, and later 
dropped it in our garden, but it is a tantalising thought.  Two of his 
medals are currently missing.13  Hopefully they are in the attic, not the 
garden!   

Japanese surrender, Morotai, September 1945 
[Source Australian War Memorial] 

Charlie Adams, Wallacia, 1972
[Source : E. Duyker]
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1 I already possessed a Dutch V.O.C. copper duit from the Netherlands East Indies, but it dates from 1787 
and was given to me by one of my brothers. 
2 Krause, C. L. et al., World Coins, eighteenth edition, Krause Publications, Iola, Wisconsin, 1991, pp. 
1047ï8. 
3 See Ford, J. M., óThe First Japanese Air Raid on Broomeô, in Sabretache, July-September 1985 , pp. 14ï
18.  It deals with the Dutch Catalinas which evacuated refugees from the Netherlands East Indies.   
4 See Duyker, E., The Dutch in Australia, AE Press, Melbourne, 1987, chapter 5 contains my account of 
the Dutch naval forces and NEI airforce squadrons based in Australia.  I can also recommend an article by 
J. M. Ford, óThe Dutch Navy in the South-West Pacific Area: March 1942ïAugust 1945ô, The Navy, October 
1985, pp. 31ï36.  On the Dutch airmen here during WWII, there is also a book by Gordon Wallace entitled 
Up in Darwin with the Dutch, privately published, Surrey Hills, Vic. 1983. 
5 Duyker, E., óWilliam Glenn Wade (1911-1983): A Biographical Memoirô, Sutherland Shire Historical Society 
Quarterly Bulletin, vol. 2, no. 10, May 1995, pp. 209ï213. 
6 Duyker, E., óThe Dutch Immigrant Experience: Two Case Studies From the Juliana Village, Mirandaô, 
Sutherland Shire Historical Society Quarterly Bulletin, no. 63, February 1988, pp. 326ï9; see also óThe 
Dutch in Australiaô, Sutherland Shire Historical Society Quarterly Bulletin, November 1988, no. 66, pp. 402ï
4. 
7 See, for example, Duyker, E., óStone Retaining Walls, Sylvaniaô, Sutherland Shire Historical Society 
Quarterly Bulletin, vol. 3, no. 2, May 2000, p. 6ï7; see also the previously mentioned biographical article 
on William Glenn Wade. 
8 Duyker, E., óJoe Broer [obituary]ô, Dutch Weekly, 19 January 1996, p. 21. 
9 See Duyker, E., óSylvania on Film: Historic 16 mm Footage in the Wade Collectionô, Sutherland Shire 
Historical Society Quarterly Bulletin, no. 60, May 1987, p.  281.  This list, however, is not comprehensive.  
10 National Archives of Australia, Service Record, Adams, Charles B883, NX37288. 
11 Ibid. 
12 Long, G. T., Australia in the War of 1939ï1945: Series One: Army: Volume VII: The Final Campaigns, 
Australian War Memorial, Canberra, 1963, pp. 553ï4. 
13 His service record indicates that he was awarded the 1939/45 Star, Pacific Star, 1939ï45 War Medal 
and Australian Service Medal. 
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SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

MILESTONES AND MEMORABLE ACHIEVEMENTS 

ELIZABETH CRAIG 

Some of the Societyôs achievements and milestone moments are worth recording here. 

1970 bicentennial celebration. The Society marked Australiaôs 
bicentenary in an impressive way. They held a symposium in the 
Council Chambers, the theme being: óCaptain Cook and the voyage of 
the Endeavour and those on boardô. They invited several eminent 
speakers, but their crowning glory was their main speaker, Professor 
John Cawte Beaglehole, a New Zealand historian, reputed to be a 
world authority on James Cook.  
 

Professor John Cawte Beaglehole (who died in 1971) 
[Source: www.teara.gov.nz] 

 
Finding a venue for our Museum 

Until 1986 there was no Museum, so artefacts 
were kept under membersô houses or in their 
garages, and brought out for exhibitions in 
public spaces ï like community festivals and 
at Miranda Fair. Then in 1976 it was 
discovered that the Sutherland Memorial 
School of Arts might become available for use 
as a Museum - if the Council could be 
convinced to acquire it and let the Society use 
it. Society members campaigned for many 
years, and a decade later, in August 1986, the 
Sutherland Shire Historical Society Museum 

was opened. The fascinating story of tenacity and determination by some Society members to 
gain use of the School of Arts as a venue for a Museum can be found in Caretakers of our past.1 
As of 2020 the Museum venue has been moved to 88 Venetia Street, Sylvania. (More details on 
this appear in óSSHS - 60th Anniversary,ô pages 12-13.) 

Advancing technology   
Internet technology became far more accessible in the 1990s, and home computer ownership 
started to take off. Colour was introduced and the Bulletin could now be digitised and printed. The 
Council printed the magazine for free until just a few years ago. 

The use of emails to communicate with members has made life a lot easier and cheaper too, than 
needing to write, print and post letters. 

We also developed a website which has really taken us into the 21st century. Information about 
the Society, Museum and upcoming events could now be posted, along with information about 
our publications and all 238 Bulletins, published in full - from the first edition in September 1966. 
The Bulletins contain well researched and referenced original articles on the Sutherland Shireôs 
history, mostly contributed by Society members. In many instances, information in these articles 
cannot be found anywhere else. They are therefore a very valuable resource for researching local 

Sutherland Memorial School of Arts, c.1965-1972, 
[Source: SLLS] 
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history. So, to be able to post them on our website making them available to the world, enhances 
their value enormously. 

In more recent times, IT guru, Bruce Edney has developed a 
comprehensive database to record all of the Societyôs artefacts, images, 
maps and documents. There are several thousand items listed on the 
database, and it is an ongoing process. Using the search button you can 
find out in an instant if an item is held and where it is. The system also 
records the deaccessioning of items, and Bruce fronts up at the Museum 
a few days every week to update it. 

Bruce Edney [Photo: E. Craig] 

Publications 
The SSHS has never been short of writers, and was publishing local history books from its earliest 
days. Under Pauline Curby, a professional historian and writer, this activity has become more 
formalised. East Coast Encounters 1770, reflections on a cultural clash, was published in 2020 
for the 250th anniversary of the arrival of Cookôs Endeavour, and in 2022 Bruce Howellôs The 
Matson Collection, Sutherland Shire Museum, was launched (see below).   

A long dreamed of series of suburban histories is also underway, with a Publications Committee 
overseeing the writing process, editing and proofreading, applying for grants, dealing with layout 
artists and printers, and book promotion. Liz Adamôs Kareela, Lucky & Liveable (2018) was so 
successful a reprint was published. Pauline Curbyôs Woolooware, a grand position was launched 
in November 2025. So far 240 have been sold. Last year a writing workshop was held for 
members interested in writing about their suburb, and more suburban histories are in the offing. 

Recording oral histories of long time Shire residents 
Oral history, the recording of peopleôs recollections of an event or time, is now accepted by 
academia as a legitimate record of social history.  Historical Society members have been 
recording oral histories for Sutherland Library and many of those can be accessed on the Library 
website. (https://localhistory.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au/nodes/browse?). Choose óAudioô from 
the list on the left, and scroll through the oral histories, or search for a name. Oral histories are 
another valuable tool for researchers of local history, and are the source of many Bulletin articles. 

Recording and preserving our Aboriginal Heritage 
There have always been individual Society members with an interest in Aboriginal archaeology, 
and excursions to Aboriginal sites in the Royal National Park have often been made, but the 
Society began to take a serious interest in exhibiting Aboriginal tools when in about 2015, through 
President Bruce Watt, we were given the Margaret Simpson collection from the Central Desert. 

At the 60th anniversary, Bruce Howell spoke about the Matson 
Collection of stone, bone and shell tools used by the local Aboriginal 
people found in the Shire last century by Fred Matson, a third 
generation Shire boat builder with a passion for Aboriginal culture. 
How the Society came to be the custodians of this valuable 
collection is a story of curiosity, detective work, collaboration, and 
above all, a respect for the value of the collection.  

Fred Matson, who collected Aboriginal tools from around the Shire prior 
to 1975 when it became illegal. [SSHS] 
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The full story can be found in the May 2023 Bulletin.2 Briefly, in 2014 President Bruce Watt 
chanced to come across mention in a book of these locally collected artefacts, and learned that 
the collector, Fred Matson, had asked a friend to take them for safekeeping on his death (in 1993). 
Bruce tracked down the friend and discovered he too had died, but then managed to find his 
grandson, who was able to direct him to another family member, Lee Nation, who lived on the 
north coast of NSW.  Lee had inherited custody of the collection and on talking to Bruce, agreed 
that the best place for it was in the Sutherland Shire Museum where it could be viewed and 
appreciated by the local community. 

The last collaborator was Bruce Howell, of Waradjuri descent, and with a great interest in and 
appreciation of Aboriginal culture. Bruce curated the collection by carefully measuring, 
photographing and describing each of the 249 pieces, and arranging their display at the Museum. 
Bruce went on to produce a high-quality catalogue of the collection as a record in case any of the 
relics were damaged or went missing.  Its purpose was also to explain the use and deeper 
meaning of each of the tools. 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce Howell, Lee Nation and Bruce Watt with the 
newly displayed Matson Collection at the Museum in 
2022. [Photo: E. Craig] 

Preserving our built heritage 
The Society has campaigned for the preservation of such treasures as the Hungry Point Fisheries 
site and Hotham House in Gymea, once the homestead of the Shireôs most significant poultry 
farm. But we werenôt always successful. The site of the beautiful, well maintained 1912 home 
now belongs to Macquarie Health and they are about to demolish it for a carpark at the President 
Hospital.   

One success story was the saving of the Hospital Bay 
Wharf on Gunnamatta Road, built in 1912. It was named 
Kilkivan, after the house that originally stood on land 
now occupied by De La Salle Catholic College, 
Cronulla. In 2013 the Council was intent on demolishing 
it in the óinterests of public safety.ô  SSHS Museum 
curator, the late Jim Cutbush was instrumental in raising 
awareness and garnering community support for the 
preservation of the historic wharf. This campaign 
convinced Sutherland Shire Council not to get rid of the 
wharf, and by 2016 it had been rebuilt. 

 
 
 

Jim Cutbush standing on Hospital Bay 
Wharf in 2013.  

[Courtesy: Leader, 4 July 2013] 
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50th Anniversary celebration 
On 20 April 2016 about 100 people arrived to a sit-down lunch at Club on East to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the Society and the launch of Caretakers of our Past ï the first 50 years of 
Sutherland Shire Historical Society, by Elizabeth Craig. The book was launched by Councilôs 
general manager, John Raynor. Speakers included the Hon. Mark Speakman, member for 
Cronulla, Sutherland Shire Mayor, Clr Carmelo Pesce, Dr Carol Liston from the RAHS and 
Emeritus Professor David Carment from the History Council of NSW. The guests included SSHS 
members, local politicians from three government levels and neighbouring historical society 
representatives.  

In the background we ran a slideshow depicting the history of the society, put together by SSHS 
stalwart Daphne Salt (who retired to the north coast some years ago). On prominent display was 
a romantic painting of Heathcote Hall by Kurnell artist Otto Kuster, who had been commissioned 
by the Society to do the painting from a 1915 photo. To raise funds a copy of the painting was 
raffled and won by Dawn Emerson, to her great delight. 

We were also able to find a recording of the Sutherland Shire Fanfare, composed by world renown 
Cronulla composer, and SSHS member, the late John Antill (see story page 25). Sutherland Shire 
Silver Band had been recorded playing it some years earlier. 

The 50th anniversary was a memorable occasion, and it brought home the valuable role played 
by local historical societies in recording the evolution of their communities. 

   

Elizabeth Craig, Bruce Watt, SSHS President and    50th anniversary lunch at Club on East, Sutherland  
MC, Clr Carmelo Pesce and artist Otto Kuster in                                  [Photo: Ted Craig]  
front of his painting of Heathcote Hall. [Leader, 27.4.2016] 
 
 

 
м E. Craig, Caretakers of our Past: the first fifty years of Sutherland Shire Historical Society (2016), 
Chapter 8, pp.83-89 
н ΨThe Matson collection of Aboriginal artefacts - Its journey to the Shire Museumô, by Elizabeth Craig, 
Bulletin, May 2023, pp. 13-14. 
о B. Howell, The Matson Collection, Sutherland Shire Museum, 2023 is available from the Society for 
$25, either from the Museum during opening hours, at meetings, or by contacting us at 
shirehistory@gmail.com  
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JOHN HENRY ANTILL (1904-1986) 

 CELEBRATED COMPOSER AND SSHS MEMBER 
ELIZABETH CRAIG 

When SSHS celebrated its 10th anniversary in 1976, it was a low-key affair at a general meeting, 
and was limited to a birthday cake with candles made by the Presidentôs wife, Athalie Ivers.  The 
candles were blown out by SSHS member, John Antill, who was guest speaker, a Cronulla 
resident and a world renown composer.1 

At the meeting John Antill spoke about the meaning of his 
composition, Corroboree, which was inspired by the ritual dance 
ceremony ï a real corroboree ï he saw at La Perouse as a child 
in 1913.  

Antill received his early musical training at St Andrewôs Cathedral 
Choir School. In 1920, at the urging of his father he became an 
apprentice mechanical draughtsman with the NSW Government 
Railways. Five years later he overcame his fatherôs reservations 
about the unreliable nature of music as a career, and enrolled as 
a full-time student at the NSW Conservatorium of Music, where 
he studied with renowned Australian composer, Alfred Hill.2  

In 1932 Antill went on a two-year tour with J.C. Williamson 
Imperial Opera Company as a tenor and rehearsal conductor. 
Then in 1936 he joined the ABC as assistant Music Editor. He 
stayed with the ABC until 1968 when he retired as Federal Music 
Editor.  

Throughout his study of music, Antill researched the subject of 
Aboriginal music, collecting recordings, many on Edison 
cylinders, and eventually produced Corroboree as óa 
shimmering, evocative and propulsive scoreô.3 In 1946 four 
extracts of it were premiered as a concert suite, conducted by 
famed conductor Eugene Goossens before an audience of 
2000 at a free Sunday afternoon concert at the Sydney Town 
Hall with Sydney Symphony Orchestra. 
 

In October of that year, Antill attended a performance in 
London, his fare having been raised by public subscription. 
During his four months in London the ABC paid his salary and 
arranged for him to study orchestral techniques with the BBC.4 
 

Corroboree was first performed as a ballet in 1950 at Sydneyôs 
Empire Theatre. Antill conducted the orchestra and the 
dancers were provided by the National Ballet Company. It was 
hailed as a ócoming of ageô milestone in Australian cultural life. 
Corroboree is Antillôs best known work.5 In 1954 he conducted 
the ballet in a gala performance for the Queen. 

John Antill was a prolific composer, writing music for films, opera, ballet and vocal music, and he 
composed many scores for documentary films. He also wrote the music to precede the Queenôs 

John Antill (date unknown) 
[Australian Music Centre] 

óCorroboreeô, the ballet, Empire 
Theatre, 1950  [Wikipedia] 
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Christmas message in 1974. Antillôs ballet Snowy was the first Australian ballet to be televised in 
Australia.  

In 1939 he married Constance Peaker, whom he had first met at St Andrewôs Cathedral School. 
They had a daughter in 1945; her twin was stillborn. John undertook considerable domestic duties 
in their home at Neutral Bay, and later at Hunterôs Hill, especially after Constanceôs death in 1957. 
He was living in Cronulla by the mid-1970s.6 

Antill has been described as óslim in build and shy, and diffident in manner.ô7 As Music Editor with 
the ABC he was responsible for selecting compositions, encouraging Australian composers and 
promoting their work. But his reticence prevented him from seeking performances of his own 
music.  

He was given life membership to the Fellowship of Australian Composers in 1974. In 1971 he 
was awarded an OBE for his services to music, and received an honorary doctorate in creative 
arts by the University of Wollongong in 1985.8 

For the 1970 bicentenary of the arrival of Lt Cook and the Endeavour Sutherland Shire Council 
organized a special open-air performance of Antillôs music which included the world premiere of 
Antill's Song of Hagar, G'day Digger, and Corroboree.   

In 1976, the Council commissioned John Antill to compose a fanfare for the opening of the new 
Civic Centre.9  A recording of the Sutherland Shire fanfare being performed by Sutherland Shire 
Silver Band was aired at the historical societyôs 50th anniversary.  

John Antill entertained the Society with his music at the 1985 SSHS Christmas meeting, and he 
died the following year in December 1986 in Caringbah, survived by his daughter. A memorial 
service was held at St Andrewôs Cathedral on 10 February 1987.10 

 

 
1 SSHS Minutes, 3 May 1976; SSHS Bulletin, Feb. 1987 
2 Australian Dictionary of Biography, Vol. 17, 2007 
3 The score was produced by Boosey and Hawkes [www.australianmusiccentre.com.au/artist/antill-John] 
4 Australian Dictionary of Biography, Vol. 17, 2007 
5 Australian Dictionary of Biography, Vol. 17, 2007 
6 ibid 
т ibid 
8 ibid  
9 https://localhistory.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au/nodes/view/7629 
10 Fred Midgley, SSHS Bulletin, February 1987 
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SSHS EXCURSION TO VAUCLUSE HOUSE 
GREG JACKSON 

On Friday, 13 February Greg Jackson led an excursion to view Vaucluse House in Sydneyôs 
Eastern Suburbs. Nine people attended.  
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Vaucluse House [Wikipedia] 

Ш

Ю

Ю

Ю

Ю

Ю

Ш

Ю

Ю

SSHS Excursionists at Vaucluse HouseЮ

The original Vaucluse House was built as a small cottage by Sir Henry Brown Hayes, who had 
been transported to New South Wales in 1802 for kidnapping the daughter of a wealthy Irish 
banker. It was purchased in 1827 by explorer and politician William Charles Wentworth who 
greatly expanded the original house in a Gothic Revival style and is what we see today. He 
extended the property to 515 acres (208 hectares), but has now been reduced to 28 acres (11 
hectare), still a substantial holding in Sydneyôs Eastern Suburbs. It preserves the 1850s lifestyle 
of the wealthy Wentworth family, including their gardens and servants' quarters.  

Vaucluse House features an extensive kitchen wing, stables and outbuildings, surrounded by 
formal gardens and grounds located on the south-eastern shores of Port Jackson. The house is 
one of the few 19th-century houses near Sydney Harbour retaining a significant part of its original 
setting.  

The weather for this excursion was brilliant, and all participants had an enjoyable day out. 

Editorôs note:  In the August Bulletin there will be more details on the history of Vaucluse House and 
the Wentworth family, together with some information about the site Greg Jackson has learned from 
LiDAR technology. Unfortunately, there was just not enough space in this edition.  Ш Ш ШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ
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