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President ¢ p

Como Heritage Festival: Community + HeritageOnce again
we were delighted to assist Council for thearitage Festival,
2005 in Sutherland Shire. This year the National TrusthmEheas:
Community + Heritage.

Council had chosen this year to highlight Como, as its Pleasure
Ground was to be refurbished, and also to explore the history ¢
this beautiful suburb overlooking the Georges River which
cel ebrated it s hustitlkeduyn ofithe centlrye
Sadly the facdift plans went very awry. While | believe that
Council tried to refurbish it in good faith, our members found
some of the measures taken bysitsff andthe contractors, totally
unacceptable: the destructiohthe original Wedding Cake, by
removal of many of its boulders and its vegetation; theotiseone
unsympathetic to the area to face walls; and the flattening out of the hillock, which had given the Pleasur
Ground its character. Our National Trust nioems of the Society were concerned as to the outcome. We
can all be wise after the event and to council
could not be reclaimed. Our SSHS was in a difficult situation; we have always suppor@ouacil,

and we were distressed at being at variance withdhleat we must also support heritage and our past
history, so our duty was <clear. In this instan
hope that council and its officersweabenefited by this costly lesson in heritage. Refurbishing does not
meant changing; it means capturing the nostalgia and essence of what had been before, so that as little
possibleichanged To Counci |l 6s credit, oHSowasiriclbded imilies t a k
consultations thereafteshut we wish we had been consulted initially, so the mistakes did not occur. We
take our duty to support our Council seriously, and only close communication can eradicate errors in
future. NeverthelesheHer i t age Picnic and the concert whic
Louiza Buchholtz went well, although attendances were not as great as expected.

Como Celtic Oyster Banquet:Some of the members of our Society, in conjunction with the Sutkerlan
Music Club, and the Celtic Council of Australia highlighted the cultivation of oysters in Australia, with a
dinner, the oysters being supplied by oyster farmer, Mr. Bob Drake. The Drake brothers have in their
possession the first minute book of the OysteFar mer sé Association, with
the first President. Albert Emerson also held the first oyster lease for the whole of Botany Bay, and its
tributaries. Whilst Thomas Holt chaired the Royal Commission into oysters, it was na&iby the
Inspector of Fisheries, William Langhan, that Mr. Emerson had been cultivating oysters on a large
sandbank, and what wajrown oysters they were! This dinner was held to commemorate the growth of
the oysteindustry inAustralia and teet thehistory books straight at last. The evening was-treerked

as it was so popular and everyone had a great Tienk youto all who assisted!

SSHS April Meeting: We were delighted to again have our member, Dr. Maryanne Larkin, as a guest
speaker at th€omo Hotel. Dr. Larkin gave a most informative talk, and debunked all the myths about the
Como Hotel having been the site of wvarious act
residence, a German r ai | wa yhaswalwaykbeenarohotbl!Asdiwe Were a
most grateful for its support during our Como Heritage Festival for our SSHS events which were held
there, and a bithankyout o t he Perryd6s who provided a wel con

Sutherland Shire Historical Society Museum Where were you, our members, when we needed you

most during this busy week? | know some were on the sick list, and of course these are exempted, but i
we have 200 members, surely you can help when | ask you to do a couple of howstenfarr

Heritage Festival™No oneput their names down when | asked for volunteers at the meeting in March!

We only have the same willing few who lent a hand to assist at the Museum. Our Deputy Curator, Mr Jin



Cutbush held the fort during Heritage Featias our Curator, Mr. Allan McGrath is still not in good

health, and Jim also had to contend with the health problems of own his family, yet he did not let us
down. The Museum was open every day and Terry McCosker, our erstwhile Assistant Curator, and
Excursions Officer also reported daily to keep the doors open and talk to interested members of the publ
about the display. Next time, can more of you come along and lighten the burden of these few? To thos
of you who answered our plea and came anpdtklmy heartfelt thanBswe could not have done it

without you.

National Trust Events: Cliff and | visited the following displays: The Balmain Watchuse; the Beale

Piano display at the Leichhardt Library, and its part in the building of Mosquito ssrdbeng the war;

The Parramatta Heritage Centre, the Lindfield
photographic exhibition; the Manly Ferry exhib
Orphan School. We visited Campbelltown to kew theirschoet hi | dr endés hbdamdory e
found they had been cancelled due to only two children entering, despite copious advertising!
Nevertheless we met up with Verlie Fowler, their Historical Society President, who has been a guest
speaker apur Society on Eckersley, and had dinner with her. We were delighted to hear how supportive
Campbelltown Council is to their Historical Society, having just appointed a Museum Plannetyeara 3
contract to assist with their Museum. Verliewas veryappreat i ve of her Counci | (
quite envious of the assistance her Historical Society is receiving to plan their exhibitions.

Woronora Cemetery Walks We were delighted with the assistance we recdnaed lvanWebber,

Steve Donaldsonanite Wor onora Cemetery staff. Helen Rae
tours with my assistance, and we chose graves or memorials of past people from the community to talk
about, particularly those who had an association with Como: such as LouizaBuchdhn Emerson,

and the Murphy©o6s. Both tours were extremely we

Di splay for Sutherl and Shi rDBOaph@Bailt,who ieht Gsour @anaetfue n a
display about James Cook, and the Endeavour, and the landing at Kusheffehed us a further display

from her collection for next year. We realize we must change our displays regularly as people like to see
something different each time they come along for Heritage Festival, and we are most grateful for
Daphneds ofippowgrdphsett. forarnew exhibition in 2006. This enables her marvellous

Cook display to be shown at another centre in the Shire so more people can get to see it and learn abou

A

our Shireds history. Thank vy o urHBteripahSoaetyf or your

Captain Cook Society:Daphne invited Cliff and me to attend her talk at the AGM of the above society

at the 158 Philatelic Exhibition at Darling Harbour. It was an excellent presentation and we were so
proud to have been there amt our support.

Again Cliff and | apologise for being absent for the next two meetings, as we are going to London to see
our grandchildren, and then to USA to visit a cousin and the Grand Canyon, so | will ask Jim to ably take
the meeting in my stead.ddk forward to seeing you all on my return.

Dawn Emerson,
President

Meetings for 2005

Friday, 20th May: Terry McCosker: Sydney WateFrom Tank Stream to Now
Friday, 17" June: Bronwyn Hanna: Women Architects

Friday, 18" July: Dr. Wayne Johson: Archaeology of Darling Harbour
Friday, 19" August: Battle of Vinegar Hill

Friday, 18" September: AGM plus a Heritage Movie from Library Collection
Friday, 2£' October: Mr. Bob Walshe: Eureka Stockade

Friday, 18" November: Tim Narraway: The Ber War
Friday, 16" December: Xmas Party at the Sutherland School of Arts
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Rrom The BiHors 'OSk

Our aims In reviewing the four objectives of the Sutherland Shire Historical Society, | am

mi ndf ul of t he second. Thi s i s t he coll ecti

relevant to the history of t h d&on6&flrtifactsinthe niubeem s o ¢

and in storage that describes our pioneering past. In the antiques world, it is generally
considered that anything over 100 years old is considered an antique. However, in the world of
collecting, mor e r fieoro ethe t 1950s cto 1197@sc haveb beens attracting
considerable interest. We need to be conscious that our collection needs to keep pace so that it
doesn t become | ust a Ascahsaciety)iwa mustde mindfulrthanartimats.
and print material from our more recent past need to be collected and preserved also. Now
where to house it all is another matter! We have had several meetings in the past with Council
regarding a purpose built museum and meeting rooms.

Fiimrecords The saying tkrdtl s & pihotusraemdt wor ds i

The most fragile items from our past are often film or photographic records. The earliest films
were on acetate which is very unstable. It is likely to burst into flames so needs to be stored
correctly. Ten or fifteen years ago, the National Film and Sound Archive, the forerunner of
ScreenSound Australia, conducted a last roundup of old film throughout Australia so that our
early history could be properly documented and preserved.

With our centenary coming up, it is important that we roundup any old film or photographic

evidence of life in the Shire over the last 100 years. Gordan Presland made a documentary

call ed d kme tdife twWhe Endeavour 1970 and Georg

documentary about the Shire. Ask around for any other old home movie footage or photographs
and let us know. It can readily be converted to video or DVD format.

The Bulletin legacy Happily | had suf f i ci ent articles for t

complacency. We need a constant supply of good stories so keep them coming in. | have read
through the entire set of past bulletins and have photocopied many articles. | intend to run
excerpts in future bulletins. The society has hadsome great historians. It is an observation that
in the past, many of the articles were shorter and generally easy to read. Of course, many of our
more prolific contributors at that stage could write from life experiences and the nature of the

articles was anecdotal and interesting.

Bruce Watt Editor 2005

(



MUSEUM REPORT

At the close of Heritage Week 2005, our museum
1895, James Cookodos | ife and a nice mix of old
6cel ebrating 6Y agrarenift agendnumfi tt he Nati onal °

The museum received many favourable comments from a large variety of visitors from as far away as
Cooktown and Carseldine, QLD, Malaysia, London, Port Macquarie and Melbourne, along with members
from other HistoricaBocieties including Hurstville, Mount Victoria and Ryde. It was a pleasure to see
local MP for Miranda, Mr Barry Collier visit the museum as promised. Thank you Barry. 286 visitors
attended the museum and a large number said that they would be bringiggfahiriends back.

| was very grateful to the following people who were kind enough to donate items to the museum: Mrs
June Miller of Gymea, Normdean Taylor and Beatrice of Kirrawee, Mrs Jean Small of Loftus, two
Sutherland gentlemen, and Bruce WéatCoonulla.

The museum would not function without its volunteers. Thank you Mr Terry McCosker, Bxaerson,
NormaJean Taylor, Nola Tunks, Betty Greentree, Doug Archer, Cliff Emerson, Bruce Watt and Maurie

Beven. Well done! Alan McGrath, our curator, isis | | not on top of the hea
pick up soon as he is still helping with research and advice about the many enquiries he receives.
Due to my familyds recent health probl ems, I w

Terry McCosker for helping me in running the museum during Heritage week.
Jim Cutbush
Assistant Curator

REMINDER: The museum is open on the first Saturday of the month

EXCURSION REPORT: -

Well my first excursion is over and | think it went well. Twenkyde members attended on a not so
beautiful day. Most of us travelleéd town at the rear of the 8.58arain from Sutherland and on arrival

we were ushered onto the James Craig for morning tea.

Our guide Howard Courtney, did a fine job of conducting aywateresting and comprehensive tour of

the James Craig. After the tour Howard took us through the Wharf 7 workshop and showed us, amon
other things, a small boat or canoe which had been built by the crew of the James Craig while they we
in Tasmania reently. The crew had entered a competition which required them to build a small boat and
then enter it in a rac@HEY WON !l We were then taken into a display room which contained many
old restored sailing and rowing boats which were the property dfi¢éngage Fleet. After this we saw
their display of model ships and a couple under construction.

The next part of the day was a ride in a smal/l
cared, we just sat back and enjoyed the cruise amdaHdr d 6 s comment ary from D¢
Mor t 6 s RBzele where the Heritage Fleet Has its major workshop. At this site we saw the
Kanangra, an old steam driven ferry waiting patiently for restoration, the Freedom, last of the steam tug:
theHarman, Boomerang, a beautifully sleek yacht which originally belonged to the Albert music family,
the Kookaburra, a petrol driven sakboat and a large vessel called the John Oxley whitieing
restored after years of working along the Queensland.cDasing our walk around this site the rain
started and while it dampened our clothes it did not dampen our spirits.

From Rozelle we boarded the ferry again for a short run across Blackwattle Bay to the Sydney Fisl|
markets for lunch. For me the markets evéne downside of the day. The fish and chips were no where
near as good as those from the Shire and it was crowded with tourists. In spite of the markets, the lor
walk in the rain to the bus stop, the long wait in a crowded shelter for a bus andrthiel&rdiome with

the school kids and their bags, | enjoyed the day and hope everybody else did.

NEXT OUTING . City church walk oThursday 26th May. Same train, i.e. 8.52am from Sutherland

in the rear carriage. Alight &flartin Place then toSt Jamesfor a guidedtour of the church and crypt,
commencing at 10.00anthen toSt.Marys for a tourof thatchurch and crypt then on &t Andrews for

a tour. Cost $10.00 plus your fare and B.Y.O. morning teaddanch.

Terry McCosker.



Historical publications about the
Shire.

The serious reader of lodailstory will no doubt be familiar with mangf the bllowing publications

about the history of the Sutherland Shire. For the general reatteyrse newvto the arednowever, the

following list providesa fairly comprehensive starting paititlistswhat has been published about local

Shire historythe early discovery and settlement, or writterobgiboutprominent local citizens

institutionsor eventsMany of the titles are out of priotr are obscureHowever, the local history section

of the Sutherland Shire Library has copies which can be viewed

It is pleasing to note that a significant number of publications have been written in recent timesgefl

a healthy interest in local resear€in e of t he semi nal publications
AThe story of Port Hacki ngwhiclOenained fol reanygyeard, the dnly S
comprehensive history of thénige.

Anotherdocuments of particular local interest as it is such an early source docuiffemSutherland

Estate Report is a hand written journaitten by R C Walker iri868. It containg descriptiorof the

physical characteristics and uses of the largepadds t hat made up Hol t 0s ea
of the pre Shire when there was virtually no settlement.

Anot her i mportant early, compr ehensrikhyevhowasr k wa
Shire Clerk from 1929 to 1963.\Wtaswritten forthe Sutherland Shire Council to coincide with the bi
centenaryf the discoveryf Botany Bay in 1770The Kirkby manuscript is the far more comprehensive
research documenpon which the book was based

Because of his prominencednrearlydevelopmentt he book on Thomas Hoalot ,
(1972) is ofsignificance

Daphne Saltdés book nAnGateway to the Southo is a
on a Sydney suburb and used as an example of how a local history shoulddre @apies of her book

are held irprestigiouswvorld librariesincluding Trinity College, Oxford, Cambridge and the Library of
Congress, Washgton, D.C.Daphne isa descendant of very early Shire pioneard a member of the
Sutherland Shire HistoricaloBiety.

Excellent and very readable recent histories include A Pictorial History of the SutherlandyStuas
LawrenceandA Pictorial History of Cronullaand Pictorial History of Sutherland Shivg another

Society membeRauline Curby

il Cane Hdarseé¢s®o by Mary Gifford is a novel that
owned fiMoombaraho, the Shiredéds second ol dest h
wealthy and influential family whose playground was Lilli Pilli befeloser settlement. Guests at
Moombarah included Dam¥elly Melba who sang from the balcony and the Baahe cricket team

Two | ocal mysteries are expl or €dUntold Storydi tee Veahda r k
Beach Murderso.

AsCookassune such an i mportant pbiographyisanimpohant rebehence e 0 s

Of course, in any siiccompilation there will bemissionsand questions as to which books should be
included. For example, Neville Cayley was a very promineny&lriree s i dent whose boo
ist hat 20 i s significant but not strictly about

| would bevery pleased to hear @irther histories that can be added to this initialthst appears on the

following pages
Bruce Watt, Editor



Shire histories

Title Author Date

Sutherland estate report (handwritten descripti R C Walker 1868

of Holtbés paddocks in

Kurnell, 28 April, 1770° 298 April, 1899. A Alfred McFarland 1899

Biographical sketch

Official guide to the National Park of NeBouth | The trustees 1902

Wales

Oyster culture on the Georges River NSW T C Roughley, Technology| 1922
Museum , Sydney

The Story of Port Hacking, Cronulla and Frank Cridland 1924, 1950

Sutherland Shire

Kurnell The birthplace of Australia A G Alanson 1933

Royal visits to Capta 1948

18811946

Engadine NSW. An outline history. (booklet) | J E Thompson 1956

Cronulla sewerage schernwdficial opening Sydney Water Board 1956

The Sutherland Shire golden jubilee (booklet) | R D Mackie 1956

The Story of Sutherland Shire (booklet) Keith Bates 1958

Sutherland Shire Historical Society Bulletins | Editor, Sutherland Shire Sept 1966

(quarterly)

historical society

Ypresen

Forby Sutherland John Walker 1968

Two hundred years in retrospect. Kutrie John Walker 1969

Sutherland 1770 1970

lllustrated history of the Sutherland Shire. F Midgley 1969

Birthplace of a nati g

From sails to atoms David Kirkby 1970

The Kirkby manuscript David Kirkby 1970

A short authentitistory of Cronulla (booklet) | M Hutton Neve. Drawings | 1970
by F Midgley

The Hon. Thomas Holt. wool merchant, M Hutton Neve 1970

politician, chur chman

(booklet)

Bygone days of Sutherland Shire. A concise aj M Hutton Neve 1970

authentic history.

Sutherland Shire 17701970 (booklet) Cronulla Rotary Club 1970

The story of Loftus, Woronora, Engadine A and F Midgley 1970

Empl oydd as a di scoveJVS Megaw (editor) 1971

Captain Cook BiCentennial Symposium.

Sutherland Shire studiepamphlet No.1 A brief | M Hutton Neve 1971

history of Sutherland Shire

Sutherland Shire studigsamphlet No.2 Sutherland Shire Council | 1972

Sutherland Shire Council

Sutherland Shire Studigsamphlet No.3
Geography and geology. Aliginal archaeology

Dr D F Branagan

Prof J Megaw

1985 (reprint)

Sutherland Shire studigsamphlet No. 4 The
development of commerce

M Hutton Neve

1985 (reprint)

Sutherland Shire studigsamphlet No.5 Parks
and recreation

1980 (reprint)
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Sutherland Bire studiespamphlet No.6
Railways (and Tramways) in the Sutherland Sk

Peter Neve

1989 (revised)

Sutherland Shire studigamphlet No.8 The
ancient river systems of Botany Bay

Dr A Albani, P Rickwood, B

Johnson, J Tayton

An energetic colonist. Henry E Holt 1972
Martha Matilda of Sydney town (Wife of M Hutton Neve 1972
Captain James Birnie of Alpha Farm, Kurnell)
(booklet)
A shade of bl ue é A t|TedLarsenand Theo Belbi 1976
history of North Cronulla Surf Life Saving Cluk
Sutherland. birthplace of a nation Phillip Mathews 1977
An official guide to the National Park. A National Parks and Wildlife| 1979
facsimile reprint published to mark the centeng Service
of Royal National Park
The Bundeena book Les Philpott 197
The story of the Woronora Cemetery (booklet)| M Hutton Neve 1981
1l awong Public SchoqgP&C 1982
history
The early days of Kurnell to Cronulla M Hutton Neve 1983
The early explorations of Sir Thomas Mitchell | F Midgley) 1984
(booklet)
A short history of St Andrews Anglican Church Graeme Cole 1985
Cronulla
Sylvania back then. Aspects of local history | Sylvania High School 1985
Sutherland Shire Historical Society Journal Ind R L Sowden 1986
and Titles Sept 1966 to Feb 1986
Suter | and. Austral i ab s|KevinHilferty 1986
Heathcote Public School 1886986 1986
Ink from the bottlebrush. Writings from Laurel Dumbrell (editor) 1987
Sutherland Shire. The Australiande@ntenary
Gateway to the south. First stop Sylvania. A | Daphne Salt 1987
intimate insight into the origins of the Sutherld
Shire
Sutherland school centenary 188087 Pam Thomas 1987
Historic buildings of the Sutherland Shire (10 | Drawings by George 1988
sketches) Youssef for Sutherland

Shire Council
Woronora ripples. An oral history of the Beryl Dunnett 1988
Woronora Valley and its community
Como public school Megan Cole 1988
A walk around Sutherland Helen McDonald for SSC | 1990
A walk around Cronulla Megan Pitt for SSC 1990
Local studies notes, Booklets, Como hotel, Helen McDonald
Heathcote hall, Menai
The thirty nine years of Jannali Girls High Schg 1991
1953- 1991
Sutherland Shire heritage study (3 volum¢ Sutherland Shire Council | 1993
Miranda public school 100 years 1893993 Centenary committee 1993
Natureds doorstep. Th ColinBurgess 1994
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Oyster Bay public school 1944994 1994

St John the Baptist Anglican Church Sutherlan M Knight and K Oates (ed)| 1994

189471 1994

1994 Bushfires stories K Williams, S Collings 1994
Caringbah ambulance

Sutherland Shire Birthplace of modern Australi Kevin Hilferty for 1995
Sutherland Shire Council

Sutherland remembers 1945995 Judith Frenda (ed) 1995

Miranda Congregational Church 18895 1995

Como: A tpating resort since the 1880s (thesis| Maryanne Larkin 1995

A club called Wanda 19461996 Brad Forrest 1996

A pictorial history of the Sutherland Shire Joan Lawrence. Captions b 1997
Pauline Curby

Sutherland Shire. A history to 1939 Dr Maryanne Larka 1998

A pictorial history of Cronulla Pauline Curby 1998

From Bottle Forrest to Heathcote. Sutherland | Patrick Kennedy 1999

Shirebés first settl en

Kurnell. Birthplace of modern AustraliaA Daphne Salt 2000

pictorial history-

Building strong tradions. A history of the Faye Young 2000

Cronulla surf life saving club 19081957

Hazelhurst cottage (booklet) Dix Hawke 2000

Engadine 1825 2001 Ron Seville 2001

A Caringbah childhood in the 1920s and 1930¢ Joan Goddard 2003

Sandy Point secrets Louisa Singleton 2003

Pictorial history Sutherland Shire Pauline Curby 2004

Echoes from the bay. The Yowie Bay story. Merle Kavanagh 2004

www.ourshire.com.au/suburbs/

www.ssrguides.org/about.php?sub=areahistor?

A short history of Jannali

The Barden bush

Novels and/or books about the Shire

The shark armase Vince Kelly 1975

The minister for mrder Dan Morgan 1979

Puberty tues C Carey and K Lette 1979

| can hear thedrses Mary Gifford 1983

Taken for ganted. The bushland of Sydn¢ D Benson and J Howell 1995

and its suburbs

Burnum Burnum DR M Norst 1999

Wanda. The ntold story of the Wanda Alan Whiticker 2003

Beach nurders

General historiesrelevant to the Shire

Dedication of Capt |Departmentof Lands 1899

place Kurnell, Botany Bay

The landingof lieutenant James Cook, RN 1901
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commander at Botany Bay 1770.

Sydnepy s first f our y|Captain Watkins Tench of thel 1961
narative of an gpedition to Botany Bay | marines
and a complete account of thetteement of
Port Jackson.
Sydney Cove 1788. The first years of Original diaries edited by Joh| 1962
settlement of Australia Cobley
Remarks ora passage to Botany Bdy’87 | James Scottesgeant of 1963
I 1792. A first fleet purnal marines. Pubt library of New
South Wales
Captain Cook and Australia Sylvia Corner 1965
Captain Cook The s|AlanViliers 1967
The explorations of Capin James Cook irf A Grenfell Price (ed) 1969
the Pacific
The life of Captain James Cook J C Beaglehole 1974
Handbook of the Botany Bay region D J Anderson (ed) 1975
Botany Baysketchbook Drawings by Allan Gamble, | 1977
Text by Valmai Phillips
In the batsteps of Captain Cook Tom Kenny 1979
Sydneyand suburbs. A history and Brian and Barbara Kennedy | 1982
description
Henry Hacking 1750 1831 An arly 1982
Australian at Sydney and Hobart (bookle
The Aborigines of the Sydnelystrict PeterTurbet 1989
before 1788
Captain James Cook. Adgraphy Richard Hough 1994
Eli zabet h Co o Kel74Tih | Shirley Sinclair 1995
1835 (booklet)
The Endeavour journal of Joseph Banks| Paul Brunton (ed) 1998
Southern écus. (20 years of John Veage
photojournalismn southern Sydney)
TheKurnell gory Caltex Australia Ltd dited by
Barry Pearton
A place on the coast. Life in a beachside| Craig Hempstead 2001
suburb
The life of Matthew Flinders Miriam Estensen 2002
Southern olour (photography Cronial) John Veage 2004

Soyou think our drought is bad

There was a particularly harsh drought throughout Southern Australia in the 1830s and 4

Chambers Encyclopaedia of 1874 records:

dn the drought, for instance, from July 1838 to August 188%u r i n g
Sydney) even the Murray, generally described as the only permanent river of magnitude in the ¢

dwindled away into a chain of ponds.

whi ch

In Bathurst, the drought began in 1837 and for tlyezas not a shower odin fell.

This would have to be eecord!

0s. Th

a
sountry
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Memories of a Shire Lifei Well, not Quite.

Pauline Curby, in the AForewordo to her recent
anecdote illustrating the attachment of residents of the Shirenit@ i r S hi r e. I f you
shire?0, then you obviously don6t I ive in the

it as a 10 months old baby in mid 1949 to a blackberry patch, that later was 29 Chamberlain Ave.,
Caringbah. As a child, I lived in a Chamberlain Atlgat was both preurband guttering and sewer.

My memories also include the building of Sutherland Hospital, Caringbah and Endeavour High Schools
and, of course, Captain Cook Bridge. Hang on! Obviouslyis not memélr i esnof iy
second half of thette. The life is that of my father, Robert Duncan (1:9889) and as you will find out,

he did not live all his life in the Shire.

Robert Duncan (b. 1916) passed away on December 19, i89a few weeks into his eighty fifth year.
A native of Broxburn, Scotland, hiamily migrated toAustralia in1926 and except forfaw shortyears
in Wonthagagi, Victoria, Robert spent the rest of his life in Sydney. Yet, it was his years sipgntliv
the Shire that he fondly, and bitterly, remembered to his final days.

Robert Duncan was born on October 16, 1916, in Eastbourne Place, Broxburn. He was the only child of
John Duncan (188%957) and Helen (nee Potter) Duncan (d. 2938

The firstptase of my fatherés | ife ended in 1926. I
father said the family was moving to Australia. His eldest surviving cousin remembers a family gathering
with much weeping. However, my grandmother sufferedybiadin arthritis and the doctors advised a
warmer and dryer climate. So, at the age of ten, my father embarked on his one and only overseas trip.
In Australia, the Duncan family first lived in Wonthaggi, in a simple dwelling with hessian walls.

R o b e fathedwas a shale miner and | guess this was the reason to move to Wonthaggi. At some point
my grandfather was injured in a cave, severely enough to limit his working prospects. The family

moved to Sydney and lodged with friends, the TaylorsMibi@nt AngleCeltic community more

Celtic than Anglo, it seemsin Undercliffe Road, Undercliffe.

My father, by now thirteen, would have had an exciting time there living on the edge of Wolli Creek with
friends his own age. | doubt that life wolldve been easy. After all, it was a working class migrant
community and in late 1929, the Depression struck. The men worked if they could; the women looked
after the house and family and the children began that slow process of assimilation by whicts migran
became Australians. At least in this case, they all spoke a form of English.

However, I should not slight my fatherdéds sense
the genuine article, a dinkgi Aussie but put him in the same roosanother Scot and without realizing
it he would drift back i n-uawaysalddighttsdrandghidren! owl an

The community provided a lot of entertainment for its membdasices, a Ladies Club, Soccer Club and
eventually thelst Undercliffe Scottish Boy Scouts Troop. They had hoped to wear the kilt but the money
was never there. However, they were granted one concession to their background; they wore a tartan
neckerchief.

My father left school at fifteen with his Intermate Certificate and joined the workforce. It would have
been c. 1931 and jobs for school leavers were hard to find. He became a markets man and except for a
few years as a truck driver with J J Fields, he worked all his life in the City Markets finsBik
Brothers and finally with Col Johnson and Son.
building was approximately where the Entertainment Centre monorail Station now is and the facade of
the old markets building he worked in was kepttfee Market City development.

My father was a gentle man, but there was another side to him. He was a tough man. Picture yourself a
2.00 am watching the tarp come offemi trailedoaded with twenty tons of watermelons; each one to be
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unloaded by had and then stacked andstcked by hand. My father gained the respect of the world he
worked in. One anecdote; my only part time work at university was in the markets. Early in my market
career (1966), my fellow workers suggested that | was wotkingp f ast and i f | di d
would reeducate me. | merely informed them that Bobbie Duncan was my father.-&teaation of

young Garriock was never mentioned again. My father left the markets when he retired in 1984. By ther
the Markets hd moved to Flemington and my father felt out of place.

His youth passed and war came. My father got caught up in the wave of patriotism that swept the countt
and he joined the militia. Eventually, his unit was transferred to the AIF. Unfortunasetyilitary

career was spectacularly shoa mere ninety days. My father had been born without any arches in his
feet and in 1942 the AIF still marched everywhere; he was out. His service was so short he does not rat
a mention on the Australian War Merial database. Even the RAAF wanted pilots who could march

and the RAN sailors who could march. He spent the war years driving truckloads of bombs, without
fuses, of course, through the streets of Sydney. | would think the fact that the bombs arefuses

would have been lost on the passengers on one particular tram. The brakes on his truck had failed and
let the truck graze against the tram to slow it down.

It was during the very early war years that a young Joyce Pierce was taken bgydtanoheof those
Undercliffe Taylorsto see a pantomime starring as Goldilocks an athletic young Scotsman, Robert
Duncan. Within a year, they were married; it
were overseas or at least in unifor Beer was haratget and it was as hot as buggeeven the butter

melted. The honeymoon was a day in Manly. In those days, married women were automatically
dismissed. So, it was back to work the next day for Joyce, a mechanic at W D & H OTdislived

with his parents for a while in Juliett St, Enmore, before moving to Clovelly. In 1944, my mother became
pregnant with my sister and complications forc
parents. Their first child, Rhonddaad, was born in 1944, the last girl in the family for thihyee years.

| was born in 1948 and early the next year,Dhe n ¢ and éheir two children move to a blackberry

patch in Chamberlain Av€aringbahThis was to be home for the next thifiye years.

My father was an avid sportsmahe had played Aussie Rules as a teenager. hateok up tennis. He
became an A grade player but his tennis career was cut shortflag fest. He was a powerful swimmer

and became the quintessentials8ie- a lifesaver at the club at Steel Park, Underclifnthe Cooks
River. It was my fatherds | ifesaving backgrou
married for a year. It was the day after the pathey had not been honadl night- and the gang had

gone to Taronga Park by ferry to kill some time. The trip over passed uneventfully but on the return trip
my mother noticed an object in the water. It was a young woman who had decided that shevad not

to die that day aér all. With great reluctance, my fathae would certainly have been the worst for

wear from the night before (he had a legendary thinggs persuaded to save her. My mother

remembers that with almost slow motion precision he took off and carédlded all his clothes before

diving in the harbour clad only in his underpants and socks. He rescued the woman who was then picke
up by another passing boat leaving my father to swim back to the ferry. He was none too keen to get ba
on board he had lost his underpants in the swim and Duncan men are shy when it comes to displaying
their manhood. However, the young woman belonged to a wealthy and influential family for whom the
prospect of a failed suicidégdwasn ot wel c o me. ®BAng thear dabghter desrer gaméde |
the recognition he felt it should have.

He was a |ifelong St George man. I n | ater- yea
Sutherland and so he was torn between two loyalties but in his heart hievexgs ared and white man.
It was at St George that his sporting career reached its climax with the one and only appearance of that

wel | known Jewish Scottish wrestler, fARabbi o D
mother and another coupl@ his naivety he felt the contest was genuine and, of course, his vision would
have been clouded by amber al e. He di sputed t

things out. His wrestling career lasted a few seconds. He almso$tis membership of his beloved club.
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However, for once in his life he had powerful friends the board of the clubbut he was only allowed
to stay anember providei Rabbi 6 Duncan never made another aj

I n t he emypargnts in@®&Qodvacquarie Fields to be near my two grandmotimgrpaternal
grandfather had remarried shortly after the death of his first wife in1838 d my si st er 06s
rest of my fatherods days woomlhisbelbved Shig.e it was amoveMa ¢
he was to regret bitterly for the rest of his life.

In the last ten years, his robust health began to decline. He had begun to have serious falls around the
home. He was admitted to the Frank Whiddon Masonic I8dmen which he ever dreamt of escape.

There was to be none and he entered into a continuous decline. He took a bad turn on his 83rd birthday
He could no longer support himself sufficiently to sit upright and he soon became confined to bed. He
began tdose interest in food. He quickly became weaker and began to have trouble speaking. The life
of Robert Duncan, formerly of Broxburn, Scotland, lately of the Sutherland Shire, and more recently of
Macquarie Fields ended at about 10.00 pm, Sunday, Dereifb1999.

However, in death, he managed to return to the Shire. My father is buried in Woronora Cemetery.

Garriock Duncan

Did you know?

Thomas Holt was well known as a wealthy large landowner, entrepreneur and financier. Not all of|his
enterprise wer e successful however. At his Tempe| hol
for sport and hisgricultural experiments in oyster farming and sheep raising iddleSutherland
Estate vere financial disasters. He als@d unsuccessfullio import alpacas, Llamas Viana sheep
although these and 6squi r r-8utherland estate betbre aonstructoh k r
began on Sutherland Houseb6 (Gateway to the Sou

It is interesting to note that in Frank Cridlard® o k , stody dftiP@rt Hacking, Cronulla and the
Sutherl and Shiredé (1950), page 18 adtiontatitshomsahiej ns
tram line to Cronulla), Bate Bay is referred to as Whale Baglso shows the point, just south of the
naturalstone bridge at Gymea where a coal bore to 2400 feet was sunk by Holt. The Fisheries at South
Cronulla is shown as a defence reserve.

A tip for cleaning grime off oil paintings. Wet a cotton bud with saliva and gently wipe over small
sections of the paiimg. Enzymes in the saliva help to dissolve grease.

SOUTHERLAND. A parish in the hundred of Woronora, and county of Cumberland, NSW; bounded on
the N by Botany Bay from Cape Solander to Georges River, and by that river to Woronora river; on the
S.W. bya line bearing S.E. to Port Hacking creek and Port Hacking to the sea coast; on the E. by|the se
coast to Cape Solander, including the islands in the ports Woronora and Port Hacking creeks, bounding
this parish. It contains 10 houses and 41 inhabitants.

from A geographical dictionary or gazetteer of the Australian colonies. 1848

Of the60 foundation members of the Sutherland Shire HistoBoalety- first General Meeting held

April 15 1966;- thereare 6 members who are still financial. These-avkes E Carmichael, Mrs D
Cosgrove, Mrs AGriffiths, Mr R Pier, Mr B Sargeant and Mrs N Whitaker.

editor
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The First Three Years of Menai District
Neighbourhood Services Ind9831986

From a talk given at the 30AGM (but 2% Anniversary of MNBby Dawn Enerson,
inaugural secretary, 1983 and current \iPeesident

Small beginnings

As one of the Apioneero members of this group
up this community service umbrella, the Menai District Neighbourhoodcesrinc.

On the 7" July 1983, | attended a meeting with Peter and Gail Roberts, Peter Ikin, Mike Ohehir, Michelle
Cook and Carmel Tulinsky, the Community Development Officer from Sutherland Shire Council. Six
people out of the whole of the Menai Distriwho thought they were going to change the world!

Carmel outlined the lack of facilities in the aré had arrived in 1982 to fuh dirt roads and although
Bangor public schodbad just been erected, no high schools, no playing fields, no parks ahdrobes,
except the Menai Uniting Church at the interse
even any street lights in my area of Ménait wasnodét even known as |1 |
today! | had to write to the council and teleth that the Menai location sign was erected near present
Oriana Drive, approaching Menai, therefore we must live in lllawong, and could they please inform the
Post Office and adjust ouates notice address accordingifney obligingly did so, and | alseformed

the Water Board and Pacific Power too so they could adjust their addresses. Previously all addresses
the area were just AMenai 0 with only a few aro

Wish list for Menai Neighbourhood Services

We responded enthusigd i cal ly to Carmel 6s assessment of th
paper on the wall, we came up with lots of suggestions for committees required: a Friendship Club for th
Seniors, Youth Group for the teenagers under 17 who could not drigettout of the area for
entertainment, Occasional Care for Children after school, (as most parents worked and there was no ©
to care for the schoolchildren from 3.30pm to 6pm when Mum and Dad arrived home from work),
Playgroups for isolated mothers achildren and so the list went on. Carmel asked us how we would
fund all these groups? Tentatively someone suggested perhaps we could put in $2 each? This meant
had now the grand sum of $12 We now felt a little foolish at our grandiose plans, buathesl @dvised

us we had $2,000, which had been raised by Bangor Community Aid, a previous committee, so we he
this as our establishment funding.

At our next meeting, on the 2uly 1983 Peter Roberts was elected interim Chair and | was elected
interim Secretary and we put in a submission to YACS for $5,000 for a Youth Worker. We chose our
name as the Menai Neighbourhood Services.

Guidelines
Guidelines were set up for a Neighbourhood Centre:
1 Has its location near a shopping Centeeg.Bangor, lllawomgy, Menai
9 Links to all other community resources in the neighbourhood
1 Has a resident/voluntary management committee representative of a broad cross section
residents
1 Will ensure that each request for help or information is met either directly or bypappeo
referral
1 Will stimulate community development in its local area (community development in this context
refers to processes aimed at. promoting a consciousness of the community or involvement
members of the community in matters affecting theiedi and catering for the needs of the
community and increasing their se#fliance.)
1 Is available to all persons and groups.
Once we established we had formed a Neighbourhood Centre, then we could ask for funding for a c«
ordinator.
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Setting up committees

At our third meeting on the"™4August 1983 Peter Roberts was elected President, Glen Wells was elected
Vice President, I was el ected Secretary and Mi
have too many funds to treasure, but the sitnasoon changed. We divided up the areas of concern
amongst the few members present. | found | was responsible for Youth, Isolated Women and Mother
and New Residents in the district and these all becamemuhittees. | had to actively go out and drag

in people in the district to run these committees, or run them myself. As | felt a little overstretched | co
opted my long suffering friends and neightx) and fellow members from the Menai District Progress
Assogation which | had now joinedl became Puldity Officer and Newsletter editor of that
organisation, MDPA as well

Need for a bus service

Now, when | had arrived in 1982 we had NO bus service whatsoever, and | had had a wonderful hous
cleaner who lived at Otford and said she would love to comelaad our new house but had no car and
there was no bus. Undaunted | wrote to the Woronora Bus Co. and asked why had they not establishet
bus service from Padstow to Sutherland; we were a growing area, and | was sure they would hay
commuters if they arted such a service. To my delight, within a fortnight or so an ad appeared in the
Leader asking for expressions of interest from possible commuters and travellers. Apparently they had ¢
overwhelming response and a bus service began early morningQanrtii &nd from 3pm until 7pm five

days a week.

Welch festival commenced

In late August, 1983 we had our first BBQ for young people and about 15 teenagers attended.™At our 4
meeting on the '8September 1988 wassuggested we hold a Welsh Bangor Festiwith Welsh cakes

and Welsh pony rides for the children.

| had been invited to join the Bicentennial Committee which was to have its first meeting or"the 14
March 1984, and the Progress Assoc. had asked me to organize a Welsh festival for theritateDte
district history shows that our first pioneer, Owen Jones, was Welsh

Incidentally,we dooknocked every house in lllawonglfords Point and Lucas Heights to establish how
many children there were and what ages, to prove we needed to estaidwhhigh school, and armed
with this information went along to Mvlaurie Keane our local MPHe was stunned with the magnitude

of the numbers, and set the wheels in motion tadlusl Menai High School, Lucas HeighEommunity
School, Gerald Road PS @hr awal ) , and Al fordbs Point PS.

First AGM

The first AGM was held on 24May 1984 at Bangor Community Centre. Our Management Committee
had now become an organization and had applied for funding foloedowtor for the Neighbourhood
Centre anddr a YDO. Unfortunately our request for a Youth Worker heeén rejected.

The opening of Bangor Library was imminent at the Bangor Shopping Centre, upon urging from the
Menai District Progress Association that it should have a shopfront image. It was thoughe tivey

would be a good opportunity to promote MNS with literature and a stall at the Shopping Centre.
Fundraising was painfully slow. It was noted at the meeting 8nJafy 1984 that the Youth Committee
Cake Stall had raised $55.79. MNS had decidddrtd a couple of Youth Discos, and then the YC had to
refund the outlay. We lived on the edge of a shoestring. They had one discb Aug24t, and also one

on the 1% September 1984 and a Drama course was to commence after the school holidays. A ne
submission for a Youth Worker was to be compiled.

Adult Education classes commenced off' B&ptember 1984 but an advance of $630 had to be given
from MNS as the grant of $1,000 to this committee would not ensue until later.

A Volunteer s6 Sunbdcaodramexecutweseleated.dt whs decided to apply for funding
for a ceordinator for the Information Centre.

Funding for a youth worker
It was noted that 1985 was the Year of Youth, so anulicampaign was commenced by MNS to gain
funding for a Youth Worker. At the November meeting John Fischer spoke of a Safety House Programme
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being set up in lllawong, and 3,200 copies of the Newsletter had been printed for distribution. The
Occasional Care Committee requested $100 petty cash so it could conuperat®n in February 1985.

In the meantime it had been decided that as our funds were less than $2,000 there was no registrat
needed to become a charity.

On 28" February 1985 it was decided that we should form a company to limit liability for damnage
accidents. The ad for the YDO had cost $145.80 and there were 15 applicants of whom six would b
interviewed. On the 23Apr i | 1985 Lyn Luxford, our new YDC
employment, and we were delighted that at long last imntieenational Year of Youth, the MNS and the
Menai District had their first Youth Development Officer.

Second AGM

It was with some feelings of achievement and confidence that we approached our Second AGM on tr
30" of May 1985. Reports were given from baaf the committees showing the excellent progress we
had made with a few people and very little resources. The Treasurer reported a $21,000 balance at ba
We spoke of the possibility of getting a police station in Menai, and Inspector Sinter talkédethiog

up a Neighbourhood Watch.

It was reportedhat with no high school opened yet in the district we had difficulty in communicating
with the youth of the district The Newsletter Committee noted that eight editions of Menai
Neighbourhood Services eMisletter had been published since February 1984. It now went to 3,400
homes and ranged from12 pagesThe Menai Information Centre was open on Mondays, Tussaayl
Fridays from 10am to 1pm.

It was statedhat there was nowhere for seniors to meed, ant hey currently met i
was moved that we approach Woronora RSL to establish a Friendship Club.

Council funds High School hall

Clr. Don Carter, representing the Shire President, was then invited to address the meeting. He said
looked forward to Gerald Rd scha@lharawal)being completed in 1986 and then the High School, and
noted that council was contributing to the cost of the high school hall and it was costing far more thatr
expected, but would provide a large hall which ispeeately needed in the district.

At the meeting on'8June 1985, Lyn Luxford and the Youth Committee recorded they had established a
separate youth group from the Housing Commission, which met at the Menai Cottage, which they coul
access without transpgo Over 110 teenagers attended the last disco, and a disc jockey was donating hi:
service free, so money could be spent on lighting.

Our community directory launched

On 27" June 1985 | was elected as the NECSPT rep from MNS. An ad was placed fordir@cor for

t he OCC. I asked for support from MNS in writd.@i
Blaxland Drive Tennis Court, so children were safely enclosed and under supervision whilst mother:
played t&nis. A submission for OCC fagrant in & totalling $7,800 was tabled. A Youth Newsletter
was being established. Lyn Lwxfl was getting a Class 5 licenso she could drive the Community Bus

for youth activities. It had been decided to produce an annual Community Directory. Peapleowe
complaining if they did not receive a copy of the Newsletter in their letterbox, as it was greatly valued a:
to what was happening in the district!

Peter Roberts and | were elected as the delegates to NCOSS. We were now getting foedoest

pr cels from needy families in the dis{"bdcamber A
1985. As each subommittee had grown and was now handling considerable sums of money, they had
asked for advice on bookkeeping, so books may be kepttgrre

At the January 30 1986 meeting it was noted that a gr a
assistance scNhema:i: ilNewedi r ect i forrmc@ordinatorAwas taliev e r
placed in the paper. It was proposed thatalgh MNS would sponsor all sWommittees, each sub
committee had to run itselfhTeu nibr el | a0 was di stancing itself
independent, but still arching over them for security.

The 27" February, 1986 meeting noted thaeStumphrey had been appointed as therchnator for the
Womends Assi siiWommen Sicihne Menai 0. A Senior Citiz
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established by Sutherland Shire Council. Fhe
Februaryl986, and it is pleasing to note tlitais still going strong todaylhe third AGM was to be held
on the 18' April 1986 at Bangor Public School

Achievements so far

This was the end of our first three years. The only hiccough had been that the nagimt fcivahe Third

AGM was a night of many other meetings, and even | did not attend, as | had another engagement. T
enthusiasm was still there, but we had become a victim of our own success, and the whole district we
now jumping with meetings everywhei@ various purposes. The commencement of the MDNS Inc. as

it is now known was an unrivalled success story, and owes its beginnings to a few dedicated people.
havenot mentioned them all, and some came, st
contributed greatly during that time.

Nowadays if you try to estabh a new volunteer group, it may be met with apathy and lagkerest.
People are either stretched to their limits trying to pay off their mortgages, so work long hours to achiev
this, or prefer to spend their free time on sports or leisure. Also as most of the groundwork is now done
people canodt see the relevance of giving up t
wi |l I'i ngnesosd tnoeifghhe oau r @ oWe rare fortunate e IMPIS that weehave attracted
wonderful people who give freely of their time and find satisfaction in assisting others, and have neve
lost our core of supporters. We, the initiators, also brought a lot of experience with us; | haal been
member previously of a progress association and a service club, and others had similar experience frc
other organizations. This knowledge gave us an edge. In those days, we had nothing, so any advance \
a bonus, and | think we had confidence in dueseand in others, so we all worked unitedly and without
complaint. Knockbacks meant we dusted ourselves off, got up and went back into the fray. We did nc
understand the meaning of fANo!o | know Pegamr R
some nights writing submissions. There were no coffee breaks; it was sheer hard slogging, and then wh
we were unsuccessfedoh, well ---back to the drawing board, and off we went again. Our respective
spouses understood and helped us wherevercthdd. We were a team.

Onet hi ng, which hasndét changed, i's that there
about MDNS Inc. and have been the backbone of the organization. These are the people you see on
committee today. We have lreblessed with wonderful employees, such as Anne lacovella, and Gary
Yeates who donodét really need supervision, as t
of MDNS I nc. , | say fAmay the force be with you

A vision for the Shire

The coming of the steam tram in 1911 led to a great influx of settlers and gave great impetus to the
opening up of land adjacent to the tramway route.

0 S u n n yswt®was offered for sale on October 4 1915 by Frank Cridland and the sale conducted by C
O J Monrogone of the more ardent supporters of development and progress in th@Ishstate was
bounded by Curranulla Beach Road (The Kingsway), Willarong Road, Dianella Street and Cawarra Roac

Accompanying the glossy brochure was a map drawdobyMonroe that forecast the amazing
development that the Shire would undertakéhe future(see overleafThis included hgh rise
development at Cronullan elaborate amusement pier and significant development on the Kurnell
peninsula. It is interestg to note the number of-pianes circling overhead.

His visions are amazinghgalistic He envisaged a bridge at Taren Point, the coming of the electric
railway, high rise development and a variety of public transport modes.
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Adapted from an article byl Hutton Neve, bulletin, May 1980. (editor)
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