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SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 

THE SOCIETY 
The SSHS has a proud tradition stretching back more nearly 50 years and is an entirely volunteer and 
not-for-profit organisation. Over the years the Society has taken on the responsibility of recording and 
preserving local history so that Shire residents can learn more about our past. 

 
WRITING FOR THE BULLETIN 

Since its beginning, the Society has fostered the skills of local writers and their work is recorded in the 
Bulletin ï copies of which can be accessed in Sutherland Shire Library Local Studies room. Members 
and non-members are invited to submit material for future editions and although we give local history 
priority, we are happy to accept stories on Australian history generally. We ask that you quote your 
sources and acknowledge any material used as well as obtaining permission from authors. 
The Bulletin óstyle-guideô is available from the editor:  Clive Baker. 13 Veronica Place, Loftus. 2232. 
warbookshop@bigpond.com. Make sure to include your contact details and/or email address. 
 

BULLETIN 
Copies of this publication are free to all Society members and are also distributed to all Shire council 
libraries, the Mayor, Shire General Manager, all Councillors, the Royal Australian Historical Society, 
National Trust of NSW, NSW State Library, National Library of Australia, University of Sydney, 
University of NSW, State Rail Authority, Australia Post Archives, Sydney Water Board Historical 
Research Unit and Shire high school libraries. 

 
COPYRIGHT 

Copyright for material appearing in this publication remains the property of the individual writers and, 
apart from any fair dealing for the purposes of private study, research, criticism or review, as permitted 
under the Copyright Act, no part may be reproduced by any process without the written  permission of 
the author. All inquiries should be made to the Editor. 

 
REGISTRATION 

Apart from the Bulletin, other Society publications are registered with the National Library of Australia in 
accordance with International Standard Serial Numbering and usually have an ISBN number. 
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SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETINGS 
Monthly meetings are held on the THIRD Saturday of each month at 1.30 pm (except December) ï at 
Stapleton Centre, 3A Stapleton Avenue, Sutherland (near the library). We welcome visitors to hear our 
guest speakers, mix with local history enthusiasts and share afternoon tea and a chat. 
 

+ 

 

SUTHERLAND SHIRE MUSEUM 
Our museum is located in the School of Arts, 25 East Parade Sutherland (half way between Royal Hotel 
and the Club on East/ SUS Club) ï just north from the pedestrian crossing..  
 
Aside from the ChristmasïNew Year period, the Museum is open on each Saturday from 9am to 1pm 
and contains some gems of Shire history and a fine collection of old photographs. For schools and 
other groups requiring a special tour at other times: contact the Curator, Clive Baker (9521-6515).  
 
DONATING MATERIAL: If you have items of historical significance for Sutherland Shire, we welcome their 
donation to the museum to keep for posterity. If you do not wish to part with items, we would appreciate 
being permitted to copy documents and photographs. Cash donations and sponsorships assist us to 
improve the museum and perhaps you can keep the Society in mind when planning your estate. 
  

+ 

 

CONTACTING THE SOCIETY 
All correspondence and membership enquiries should be addressed to The Honorary Secretary,  

Sutherland Shire Historical Society. PO Box 389. Sutherland. NSW. 1499 or a.badger@optusnet.com.au 
 

+ 
 

THANKS TO SUTHERLAND SHIRE COUNCIL 
The Society is most grateful  for the on-going support from Sutherland Council  

and the professionalism of the Print Room staff, for the  production of our Bulletins. 
 

 
VISIT THE SOCIETY WEBSITE: www.shirehistory.org. 
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PRESIDENTôS REPORT 
BRUCE WATT 

. 
When I took the position of Bulletin editor in 2005 I 
read all past editions and gained a good overview of 
what had been written. Over the years there were so 
many gems, often written by original Shire pioneers 
whose memories or knowledge extended back to a 
different place and time.  
 
Today our stories are written by people, often with 
better education, with access to much wider sources 
of information and digital tools for presenting it. Itôs 
all part of the rich layering that a local historical 
society produces. 
 
Unfortunately, unless you owned a complete set of 
Bulletins, this task would be impossible. I have just 
completed reading them all again, with a view to 
making more sense of whatôs been written. In an óold 
schoolô way I re-read each Bulletin and manually 
noted significant articles and allocated them to topics 
such as a suburb, transportation, industry and so on. 
Hopefully, the end result will be a series of small 
booklets that are focused on particular aspects of 
our history that is easily accessible ï original history 
re-focussed. 
 
This is all made possible by our life member, 
Daphne Salt who spent 540 hours digitising all past 
Bulletins. This mammoth task enables any of the 
articles, many originally written on typewriters in 
different fonts and formats, to be read and copied 
and digitally moved into files and then further 
manipulated into readable formats. The original 
editing task of ócutting and pastingô was exactly that 
ï cutting out articles and pictures and pasting them 
onto a page. 
 
Heritage Week was the major event since our last 
Bulletin and is mentioned elsewhere. Special thanks 
to all of the volunteers who assisted in keeping our 
museum open all week and the many other 
activities. This year Heritage Week was launched at 
the Cronulla School of Arts hosted by Port Hacking 
Potters Group.  
 
In April 2016, the Sutherland Shire Historical Society 
will be celebrating its golden anniversary. A 
commemorative dinner and several other projects 
are planned. Iôm proud to reflect over our record as a 
social organisation of like-minded people, interested 
in exploring and visiting historical sites, enjoying 
stimulating speakers and a friendly chat, producing a 
variety of published journal items and books and 
assisting Council and other organisations in 
interpreting our past.  
 
I believe that the Society is as active and as relevant 
as it has ever been. Members, George Cotis, Judith  

 Carrick  and  myself were  recently asked  to 
consult National Parks and Wildlife Service over 
an historical interpretation of Gogerlyôs Cottage 
and Hilltop in the Royal National Park. Hilltop, 
built in 1912 has been sympathetically restored 
and is being adaptively reused as holiday 
accommodation. Gogerlyôs cottage is the oldest 
building south of Botany Bay. It has been restored 
to a point but wonôt be used for accommodation. 
Signage to explain its history is to erected on site. 
 
I and several members attended the annual 
ómeeting of two culturesô ceremony at Kurnell on 
29 April. This year represents the 245th year 
since Lieutenant James Cook and his crew of the 
Endeavour began a short visit to Botany Bay and 
first encountered the Aboriginal residents at 
Kurnell. The 250th celebration in 2020 will be a 
significant one. A welcome-to-country was 
delivered by Deanna Shrieber, Chair of the 
Kurrunulla Aboriginal Corporation. Speakers 
included Mark Speakman, MP, member for 
Cronulla and Kent Johns, Mayor, Sutherland 
Shire Council and patron of the Sutherland Shire 
Historical Society. The ceremony was concluded 
by the raising of several flags and an Aboriginal 
dance performance. The new Endeavour made 
the journey from Sydney Harbour for ther day [ 
see photographs on page 23 ]. 
 
Our congratulations go to Mark Speakman on his 
recent re-election and elevation to the Ministry. 
His portfolio is Environment and Heritage and 
Assistant Minister for Planning. Itôs hoped that the 
Minister and the Society will share some 
discussions leading to some positive local 
heritage outcomes. 
 
A reminder that our museum is open every 
Saturday (9 amï1 pm) and is located directly on 
the western side of Sutherland Station at 25 East 
Parade. Our deepest thanks and appreciation go 
to the team of volunteers who make this possible. 
If you are willing to give up a few hours 
occasionally to join the roster, contact Clive 
Baker. On the matter of volunteering, you may be 
interested but are unsure of how to get more 
involved. Believe me it is not hard! We have had a 
very healthy turnover of executive members in 
recent times. New blood often brings new ideas.  
 
If you have items that may suit the museumôs 
exhibition or if you know of an estate that is being 
cleared, contact the museum curator or one of the 
executive. Donations of items and monetary 
contributions to our Sutherland Shire Acquisition 
and Restoration (SMART) fund are appreciated. 
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COMMITMENT AND HARD WORK 
PAT HANNAN RECOGNISED 

 
Our hardworking Archivist and óquiet achieverô was recently awarded a Local 
Achievement Award. Congratulation Pat, you deserve the recognition, as Angela 
Thomas,  explains, ñOne cannot say Pat has a óchosen fieldô as she is an all-rounder, 
deeply involved with youth development as well as using her considerable expertise with 
local cultural groups ï as the list below shows: 

 

.  
 

Barry Collier, Pat Hannan, Angela Thomas, Bruce Watt. 
 

1967-94   Became Cub Leader at West Como 
1973 Committee member of Sutherland Shire Pipe Band 
1979 Joined Scouting for Special Purposes 

 Started 1st Woniora Road, Cub Pack 
1982-92 1st Carinya ï Children with learning difficulties 
1994  Retired from paid work 

 Became Sutherland District óJoeyô leader 
 Helped set up óJoeyô groups 

2002 Worked at Kurnell Environment Education Centre 
 Committee worker at Sutherland Shire Music Club 
 Running Youth Awards 

2005 Joined SSHS in various committee roles 
2010 Member of the Seniors Activity Unit of SSC 

2012-15 Archivist and recording work with Sutherland Shire Museum 
2014-15 Committee member of SSHS and Sutherland Shire Museum 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
LAWRENCE HARGRAVE UPDATE 

 
Pressure is still being applied to the minister to have 
the new Badgeryôs Creek airport named after the 
famous Stanwell Park kite maker and flyer. 
 
Some Hargrave events are coming up that might 
interest SSHS members: 
 
22 June: Submissions close for Hazelhurst 
photographic competition, Hargrave/flight theme. 

 Saturday 4 July: Formal Centenary Dinner at 
Stanwell Tops Conference Centre 
 
Weekend 11-12 July:  HARS Hardgrave Open 
Weekend. 
 
Thursday 30 July: Hargrave photographic 
completion display and judging until 12 August. 
 

Contact Michael Adams for details: michael84444@bigpond.com 
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EDITORôS SAY 
CLIVE BAKER 

. 

First an apology for the late inclusion of the review 
of Bruce Wattôs book, The Shire which was 
inadvertently missed in the last edition. 
 
Again the usual pleading for more people to put 
pen to paper. Amongst our 130-odd members 
there is probably 8-10,000 years of combined 
memory and  experiences. We need  to hear  your   

 stories and those about your life (in the Shire 
particularly) as there are always, interesting, 
exciting, amusing and other incidents that 
interest our readers. 
 
The rejuvenated cart is the main feature of this 
edition and the Men of Menai deserve top praise 
for their fantastic effort. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
MUSEUM REPORT 

CLIVE BAKER 
. 

The last few weeks have been very busy getting 
ready for Heritage Week, followed by a seminar 
and then Anzac Week. Much midnight oil was 
burned and a great number of people helped make 
the events possible. First I must thank the loyal 
week-to-week Supervisors and Guides, some of 
whom doubled-up to fill gaps where people were ill 
or had private matters arise. 
 
Amongst the non-regulars, I would like to single out 
Jim Cutbush who helped (between chemo 
treatments) with the photo display and David 
Overett who without help, looked after the Celeste 
Cottage display for the entire day. We also had 
first-timers assisting as Guides: Greg Jackson, 
Pam Forbes, Marie Miller and Johanna Ashburn ï 
you all did a great job and I hope we can call on 
you again in the future. 
 
Two people joined the permanent óMuseum Teamô 
in recent times: Dorothy Dalyell and John White 
both proving to be ideal Guides and we are lucky 
to have them. 

 SOME RECENT DONORS 
 

The following people have recently donated 
items to the Museum or allowed us to copy their 
collections: Alan Lannan, Anne Steward, 
George Coulthard 

 
WORKING PARTIES 

 

Recent furniture moving and other tasks at the 
Museum were assisted by Greg Knight, Bruce 
Watt, Bruce Gill (always available for projects), 
while Pat Hannan and Carol McDonald continue 
the long job of recording. 

 
IDENTIFYING THE COLLECTION 

 

There are several items on display in the 
Museum that are on loan. If any member has 
given artefacts as a TEMPORARY LOAN will 
you please contact me to identify your property. 
We need to know what is a permanent donation 
and what we need to return later. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
DEVELOPING A PHILOSOPHY 

CLIVE BAKER 
. 

When we look at who is a óShire personô, we are 
presented with a dilemma ï what makes them 
óShireô? In my attempt to come to grips with 
peoplesô status I have come to this conclusion: 
 
SHIRE BORN: undoubtedly in the Number One 
category and little comment is needed. 
 
LATER RESIDENTS: without doubt the greatest 
number of outstanding figures in our local history 
fit this category. Many came after WW2 and made 
their mark on our society. 
 
STRONG CONNECTIONS: these are the non-
residents of the Shire who have made their mark ï 
Cook and Phillip, Hamilton VC (Patron of Miranda 
RSL) Bill Wentworth (took over the area in 1942), 
to name a few. 

 In that category are those buried in Woronora 
Cemetery. I think we can adopt them as óbeing 
Shireô and to that end, Mustafa Kemal Atat¿rkôs 
famous words could easily be paraphrased: 
 
Those that shed their blood and lost their lives 
... you are now lying in the soil of a friendly 
Shire ... There is no difference between the 
Shire Born and the Outsiders ... to you, the 
families ... your sons and daughters are now 
lying in our bosom and are at peace.  
 
 
 
If readers wish to add to this thought, I welcome 
your opinions to set a future philosophy when 
we think about who is a óSutherland Shirerô.  
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SOCIETY NEWS 
========================================================================================================================================================= 

TIME TO SIGN ON AGAIN: Memberships are due soon ï see the form on the last page of this Bulletin.. 
========================================================================================================================================================= 

 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

We are very pleased to have new people in our midst 
ï we hope your membership is most rewarding: 

Elizabeth Adams ïïKareela 
David BakerïïMiranda 
George CotisïïPort Hacking 
Judith LeongïïKareela 

ππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππ 
MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS 

Members come and go but over the last four years 
we increased our size by 23-percent: 
2011ï111,  2012ï126,  2013ï129,  2014ï136 
Not a great increase each year but membership is 
slowly growing as new people replace those we lose. 
ππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππ 

OUR LOSSïïTHEIR GAIN 

No one really thought that Daphne Salt had gone 
north to retire. She has thrown herself into the 
Wauchope area history and is working on a  book.  
 

Angela writes, ñShe has made a DVD, attended the 
banquet, ridden in the Queen's cabriolet etc ï in fact 
Wauchope did not realise it had such an historian 
until these celebrations occurredò. 

 SAD NEWS 

We send condolences to our member, Greg 
Jackson and family, following his motherôs death. 

πππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππππ 
ON SICK REPORT 

Joan Morison is not faring well as she battles her 
illness and we send our support during her ordeal. 
 
Jim Cutbush has made a few appearances at 
functions during his chemo ordeal but was rushed 
to hospital when his temperature sky-rocketed ï 
being susceptible to all kinds of infection while his 
immunity is low. At last report he was out and 
about ï that crisis over. 
 
Doug Archer has been going through a rough 
time also, with poor health and has had a period 
in hospital ï Doug and Jim later realised they had 
been in the same hospital at the same time! 
 
Terry McCosker is being seen more regularly as 
he recovers from his infliction. 
 
To all who are ailing ï get well soon. 
 

========================================================================================================================================================= 

MONTH  EVENT                   SOCIETY ACTIVITIES: 2015 
    

JUNE 6 Museum  Saturday 9 amï1 pm 
 13 Historic Walk: Noel Elliot Redfern-Newtown area by train details 9521-8622 (after 5 June) 
 13 Museum  Saturday 9 amï1 pm  
 21 Museum  Saturday 9 amï1 pm 
 20 Monthly meeting 1.30pm SPEAKER: David Overett on John Mystery of Illawong. 
 27 Museum  Saturday 9 amï1 pm 
    

JULY 4 Museum  Saturday 9 amï1 pm 
 11 Museum óbig dayô Saturday 9 amï1 pm  
 18 Museum  Saturday 9 amï1 pm  
 18 Monthly meeting 1.30pm SPEAKER: Julie Evans on Cockatoo Island history 
 25 Museum  Saturday 9 amï1 pm  
    

AUGUST 1 Museum  Saturday 9 amï1 pm 
 8 Museum  Saturday 9 amï1 pm  
 15 Museum  Saturday 9 amï1 pm  
 15 Monthly meeting 1.30pm SPEAKER: Mary Small on the óUnknown Soldierô 
 22 Museum  Saturday 9 amï1 pm 
 29 Museum  Saturday 9 amï1 pm 
 ? BUS TRIP  Scottish Theme trip ïïïDETAILS TO BE CONFIRMED 

NOTE: Noel Elliot is overseas until 5 June 
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HERITAGE WEEK AT THE MUSEUM 
BRUCE WATT 

. 
Following the official launch of Heritage Week in the 
Shire at the Cronulla School of Arts on Friday 10 
April, the Museum hosted a week of exhibitions. 
 

A highlight of the events on Saturday 11 April was a 
talk and exhibition of didgeridoo playing by well-
known Aboriginal TV presenter, Clarence Slockee. 
This was to highlight the recent unveiling of our 
exhibition of Aboriginal items collected from the 
Western Desert by Margaret Simpson and used in 
her teaching career.   
 

Clarence is a Bundjalung (Minjingbal clan) man 
whose country is from the Gold Coast to the 
Clarence River. He  provided an entertaining and 
educational insight into Aboriginal culture and 
implements using some items from the museum 
collection. He explained that the didgeridoo is from 
north-east Arnhem Land where termites eat the 
centre out of tree limbs. He also explained the 
process of selecting the right timber and adding 
grooves to a boomerang to help its flight 
characteristics. Various types of boomerangs were 
used to hunt and to kill. Returning boomerangs 
would be thrown out in front of animals and, as they 
circled back, they would cause the prey to turn and 
run or fly back towards the hunter. Killing 
boomerangs would be thrown near ground level and 
were quite lethal. 
 

He explained that the closest musical instrument to 
the didgeridoo is the bagpipes. However, lacking the 
reservoir of air that the bagpipes has, the didgeridoo 
player maintains air flow through circular breathing. 
 

We thank Noel Elliot, who works with Clarence at the 
Botanical Gardens, for inviting him. 
 

   
Clarence Slockee with Bruce Watt and 
 demonstrating boomerang usage. 

 

The second major event was the much anticipated 
official launch of the spring cart which has pride of 
place in the garden area of the Museum. It was used 
at Illawong from 1920sï1950s as general farm 
transport and for taking produce to Sydney markets.  

 It was in a generally sound though dilapidated 
state when I was contacted by Don Rothnie who 
was inquiring if the museum would be interested 
in it as an old farming estate was being wound up. 
This required some lateral thinking as it wasnôt 
going to fit undercover in the museum. 
 
Philosophically it has prompted us to burst out of 
the confines of the traditional museum space into 
northern garden area. It is now becoming a 
centrepiece of an expanding exhibition of items 
reflecting the Shireôs rural past. 
 
The cart has been rebuilt from the ground up by a 
dedicated team from the Menai Menôs Shed. It 
was completely stripped down, repaired and 
repainted and parts of one wheel had to be 
remade. A brief history of the cart and the 
Kerslake family are part of the museum exhibition. 
 

SPRING CART 
 

This horse drawn vehicle was manufactured in Sydney 
around 1920. The addition of leaf springs to the dray 
style cart provided a more comfortable ride on the 
poorly made, unsealed roads of the day.  
The cart was used from the 1920s through to the 
1950s by a pioneering family who operated a market 
garden at Illawong. Produce, including potatoes, 
onions, carrots and many other vegetables and flowers 
were taken daily from Illawong via Lugarno ferry 
across the Georges River and by road to Paddyôs 
market in the city. Horse drawn vehicles were still in 
common use in the Shire until the middle of last 
century. 
 

Replaced by a GMC truck in 1956, the cart was then 
housed under a lean-to shed. During 2014 the cart 
underwent extensive restoration by members of Menai 
Menôs Shed, including dismantling, timber and metal 
restoration, wheel repairs, painting and reassembly.  
Special thanks to Don Rothnie who instigated the 
restoration. It is proudly displayed as an important 
reminder of the Shireôs rural past. 
     
 Trustees, Sutherland Shire Museum 
 

Imagine, rising very early to harness the horse and to 
prepare for the long journey to market.  There is no 
protective cover; your seat is a wooden box and the 
solid iron wheels jolt over the rutted roads. Yet the 
unspoiled countryside, the rhythmic clip-clop of the 
horse and bush sounds provide an idyllic background 
to a busy but less complicated life. 

Whilst it was a joint effort by members of the 
Menai Menôs Shed, the trustees of the museum 
would like to thank Don Rothnie, Tom Harris and 
Phil Roffe for their efforts and their attendance at 
the launch. 
 
NOTE: Cart photographs on the rear cover. 
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MISHAP OR MURDER? 
BRUCE WATT 

. 
Part 1 of this article began in the February edition 
of the Bulletin where it was reported that two 
police officers were killed in a bushfire at Bottle 
Forest (Heathcote) in 1845, possibly lit by felons 
trying to escape capture. The second part of this 
account expands on the role of the police force at 
that time, construction of the Illawarra Road and 
especially the house to which they were taken 
following their rescue. 

 
BACKGROUND 

 
Stephen Kirk was burned to death in the fire, while 
the gallant and courageous Luke Dunn who, in the 
greatest of Australian traditions ówent back for his 
mateô, lingered for nine days before he finally 
succumbed, no doubt in extreme agony. The 
scene of the incident was present-day Heathcote. 
At the times of their deaths both troopers were 
seconded soldiers attached to the Mounted Police 
Force and were stationed at Campbelltown. Kirk 
was aged 32 years and Dunn was 33. 1 
 

At the time of this tragedy there were almost a 100 
men in the Sydney Police Force and about 32 
mounted police stations across NSW. The two 
police officers killed in this incident were members 
of the Military Mounted Police, which had been 
formed in 1825. The first óconstabularyô in the 
colony were best behaved convicts appointed by 
Governor Phillip to act as night watchmen. In 1810 
Governor Macquarie had replaced the NSW 
Corps, whose reputation was tainted by its 
involvement in rum trafficking. These semi-military 
constables became the first recognisable 
policemen in Australia. With the crossing of the 
Blue Mountains in 1813 and the spread of settlers 
westward and along the coastal areas, the 
preservation of order in remote districts became 
increasingly important. In 1825 Governor Brisbane 
organised a patrol of mounted infantry seconded 
from the British regular army units garrisoned in 
NSW. They wore the uniform of the 13th Light 
Dragoons, which at that time included black 
helmet, scarlet tunic, white breeches and basil 
leggings and their arms consisted of sabre, horse 
pistol and musket. Their main duties were to 
suppress the cattle thieves, convicts who escaped 
to the bush country and to protect persons 
travelling the lonely roads of the settlement. 
 

Disbanded in 1850 it was replaced by a civil 
mounted police unit. In turn it was absorbed into 
the new police force which was created on 1 
March 1862 by Premier Charles Cowper under the 
command of Captain John McLerie.  

 This was in response to the gold rushes, the 
growing bushranger presence and especially 
after the riots at Lambing Flat gold field 
involving miners and the Chinese. 
 

EARLIEST PRE-SHIRE SETTLEMENT 
 

This is a significant story as it takes place at 
the first official settlement in todayôs Shire area. 
óThe village of Bottle Forestô was gazetted in 
1842. It indicates that economic activity, mainly 
farming and timber getting was already taking 
place there; possibly for some time.  
It is understood that Mr Nicholasô house 
(mentioned in the SMH report and to where the 
officers were taken) was at Bottle Forest 
(Heathcote) though his name does not appear 
on a map of 1845 which showed the 14 
portions and the names of the landholders. It is 
most likely that he was residing at John 
Ervingôs house located on the highway and 
shown as Portion 13 of the map of Bottle 
Forest. This was signed by Assistant Surveyor 
William Wedge Darke in January 1845. Mr 
Erving (Irving) is noted as being present when 
Dunn and McAulay were being treated for their 
burns. Ervingôs portion 13 was on the eastern 
side of the road and adjoined Bottle Forest 
road on the south and north to about (the 
present) The Avenue. 
 

The 1846 census showed the population of 
Bottle Forest to consist of 15 adults living in 
four houses, including shanties and huts made 
of stone and wood.  
 

 
The 14 town allotments of Bottle Forest 1845. Ervingôs 
allotment in centre. (map ref. Lands Dept.C525690) 
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THE óCOTTAGE OF CONTENTô 

In 1843 a roomy guesthouse called the óCottage of 
Contentô offering ógood accommodationô was built 
by Mr George Hall, (an óoptimistic investor?ô) to 
cater for weary travellers on the new road that 
was being built by Thomas Mitchell and his son 
Rodney between Sydney and the Illawarra ï Five 
Islands (now Wollongong) The rudimentary Old 
Illawarra Road was constructed using chain gang 
convict labour between 1843 and 1845 and was 
little more than a bridle track. Due to the difficult 
route, steep grades and lack of patronage it fell 
into disuse in the 1850s and the Bottle Forest 
settlement is reported as being abandoned and 
derelict by the 1860s. 2 
 

George Hall applied for land but is not shown as a 
landholder on the 1845 map. It is almost certain 
that the óCottage of Contentô was on Ervingôs land 
(Portion 13). In the 1850s another óCottage of 
Contentô was built at Liverpool by the Munro 
brothers who were related to John Erving. (note 
several spellings of Erving including Irving and 
Irvine) The Munroôs also built the obelisk at 
Kurnell in 1870 for the centenary of Cookôs landing. 
 

There is a description of Ervingôs cottage in the St 
George Call (1.6.1907 and 8.6.1907) contributed 
by ñOne of the old sortò from a series of 
ñReminiscences of the Sixtiesò. 
 

It stood on 10 acres of cleared land and was of 
some size. Erving was one of four prominent 
farmers including McConochie, Annan and 
Coulson. The farm produced good crops of 
óvegetables and green stuff as well as peaches, 
passion fruit, loquatséô. Bottle Forest was a small 
agricultural community where ómany a bushel of 
wheat was grownô. The house had a westerly 
aspect with about a 60-foot frontage. It was built of 
timber slabs with lathe and plaster inside. The 
plaster inside was of an excellent nature. This was 
understood to have been made from shell lime 
from Georgeôs River with local sand. óThe main 
entrance was into a large room, looking more like 
a great hall than otherwise, into which all other 
rooms ledéô óTo the left was the kitchen , with its 
slab chimney, stoned inside, the opening of which 
was about eight feetô.  
 

It is likely that the óCottage of Contentô, óBottle 
Forest Houseô and óIrvineôs Cottageô, mentioned in 
reports were  the  same and the one  to  which the  

 burnt officers were taken. The name óCottage 
of Contentô appears to be a popular one for 
inns dating back centuries. A search indicates 
that there were such inns located at 
Wollongong, George Street Sydney, Maitland, 
Kelso and Liverpool around that time. 
 

THE ILLAWARRA ROAD 
 

The following extracts are from a book outlining 
the construction of the road from Georgeôs 
River commenced in 1843:3  
 
The ferry at Lugarno was established in the 
same year with Charles Rowan as ferryman. 
The road ran west of the present Princes 
Highway and linked with it at Heathcote ï then 
Bottle Forest. From there it went south to the 
top of Bulli Mountain [Westmacottôs Pass]. It 
was not completed for quite a number of years 
afterwards. It was still undergoing construction 
in 1856, but not continuously. 
 
The Surveyor-General reported in April 1844 
that the progress of the convict gang between 
Bottle Forest Bulli was very rapid. An item in the 
Sydney Morning Herald of 20th July 1844 
stated that the road had been opened to within 
about two miles of the line down Bulli though 
apparently it had not actually been made but it 
had been cleared of timber only. 
 

As there was some enquiry for land along the 
new line, Surveyor Darke was instructed to 
complete a survey of the Bottle Forest and any 
other places likely to sell. Little traffic used the 
road. The press stated that many days and 
sometimes weeks went by without a single 
person being seen on the road. In 1847 the 
punt at Lugarno was wrecked and it was 
removed in 1848. The Governor, Sir Charles 
Fitzroy received a petition in 1848 to complete 
Sir Thomas Mitchellôs line of road. In 1849 the 
punt was again in operation.  
 

In 1864 Surveyor S. Parkinson surveyed a new 
line from Georgeôs River at Tom Uglyôs Point to 
Coal Cliff. It was mainly a new road which 
joined the old road at the Bottle Forest 
(Heathcote) and descended to the coast at 
Stanwell Park. It was first called the Sydney 
Road, then the New Illawarra Road. In 1920 it 
was renamed Princes Highway... 
SOURCES: 
1 Beyond Courageô Danny Webster. The Police Association of New 
South Wales. 
2 óBottle Forest to Heathcote Sutherland Shireôs first settlementô.      
P. Kennedy 1999 
3 óEarly Roads to Wollongong 1815-1888ô K. and M. Marshall,  
                                                        Illawarra Historical Society 1963. 
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