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SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

THE SOCIETY
The SSHS has a proud tradition stretc ing back more nearly 50 years and is an entirely v unteer and
not-for-profit organisation. Ov e the years the Soc @ty has taken on the res pns hility of rec oding and
pres evng loc &history s dhat Shire residents ¢ a learn more about our past.

WRITING FOR THE BULLETIN

Sinc dts beginning, the Society has fos éred the skills of loc awriters and their work is recorded in the
Bulletin i ¢ pies of whic hc a be ac ess d in Sutherland Shire Library Local Studies room. Members
and non-members are inv ted to submit material for future editions and although we giv eocal history
priority, we are happy to acc et s dries on Aus ralian his dry generally. We ask that you quote your
s arc e and acknowledge any material us d as well as obtaining permission from authors .

The Bulletin & yle-guidedis av dable from the editor: Cliv eBaker. 13 Veronic aPlace, Loftus .2232.
warbooks bp@bigpond.com. Make s te to inc dde your contac tletails and/or email addres s .

BULLETIN
Copies of this publication are free to all Society members and are als odistributed to all Shire ¢ ancil
libraries ,the Mayor, Shire General Manager, all Counc liors the Royal Aus ralian Historical Soc ety,
National Trus tof NSW, NSW State Library, National Library of Australia, Univ esty of Sydney,
Universty of NSW, State Rail Authority, Aus ralia Pos tArchives ,Sy dey Water Board Historic &
Res arc hHJnit and Shire high s bool libraries.

COPYRIGHT
Copyright for material appearing in this publication remains the property of the indiv dual writers and,
apart from any fair dealing for the purpos e of priv & study, res arc hcriticism or rev éw, as permitted
under the Copyright Act, no part may be reproduc € by any proc 8 swithout the written permission of
the author. All inquiries should be made to the Editor.

REGISTRATION
Apart from the Bulletin, other Soc ety publications are registered with the National Library of Aus ralia in
ac ordanc ewith International Standard Serial Numbering and us ally have an ISBN number.

SUTHERLAND SHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETINGS
Monthly meetings are held on the THIRD Saturday of eac hmonth at 1.30 pm (ex ept Dec enber) 1 at
Stapleton Centre, 3A Stapleton Av aue, Sutherland (near the library). We welcome v ditors to hear our
guest s pakers, mix with loc &history enthus asts and s hre afternoon tea and a chat.

SUTHERLAND SHIRE MUSEUM
Our mus em is located in the School of Arts 25 Eas Parade Sutherland (half way between Royal Hotel
and the Club on Eas /tSUS Club) 7 just north from the pedestrian ¢ 0s $g..

As de from the Christmasi New Year period, the Mus e@m is open on each Saturday from 9am to 1pm
and c atains some gems of Shire history and a fine collec ibn of old photographs. For schools and
other groups requiring a s pc dl tour at other times: ¢ atact the Curator, Clive Baker (9521-6515).

DONATING MATERIAL: If you have items of his drical s gnificanc €or Sutherland Shire, we welcome their
donation to the museum to keep for pos érity. If y a do not wish to part with items, we would apprec ate
being permitted to copy documents and photographs .Cas hdonations and s pns eships as & tus to
improv ghe mus @m and perhaps you can keep the Society in mind when planning your es dte.

CONTACTING THE SOCIETY
All c oes pndenc eand members fp enquiries s buld be address d to The Honorary Sec etary,
Sutherland Shire Historical Soc aty. PO Box 389. Sutherland. NSW. 1499 or a.badger@optusnet.com.au

+

THANKS TO SUTHERLAND SHIRE COUNCIL
The Soc ety is most grateful for the on-going s pport from Sutherland Council
and the profes ®nalism of the Print Room staff, for the produc ibn of our Bulletins.

VISIT THE SOCIETY WEBSITE: www.shirehis dry.org.
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WHAT'S ODD! . . .

. By Dowman

- Emile Allais es-
tablished world's
record downhill ski-
rocing time of 4min.
3.4zecs, for two milés in
/1936, His run wos made in
/ﬂ blinding snowstorm ot Cho-  {°
momx. me and he descended

O3 et o

US. President
Abe Lincoln, 6ft.
_4iin., and as
_tough as whip-
cord, wos @
champion in all
backwoods
sports.

As far back as 1819
0 nqucmemnlsv'l,ele

S pular on Port ... -
" fackson._In that -+
year Captain =
fuper’s cre\v is credited with rowing
- eight milles in 35 minutes to defeat
e crew from the’ American brig-
¢ FeEd "Gsnemi lees ;_"

1947

REMINDER

MEMBERSHIPS ARE DUE FOR RENEWAL ON 1 JULYT T (SEE FORM ON PAGE 27)
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PRESIDENT® REPORT
BRUCE WATT

When | took the postion of Bulletin editor in 2005 |

read all pas tditions and gained a good ov ev éw of

what had been written. Over the years there were s o
many gems, often written by original Shire pioneers

whos ememories or knowledge ex eénded bac kto a

different place and time.

Today our s aries are written by people, often with
better educ &on, with acc 8 €0 muc hwider s arces
of information and digital tools for presenting it. It&
all part of the rich layering that a loc & historic &
S oiety produces .

Unfortunately, unles syou owned a c mplete s & of
Bulletins, this task would be imposs hle. | have jus t
¢ mpleted reading them all again, with a vew to
making more sens eof what& been written. In an @Id
s boolé way | re-read each Bulletin and manually
noted s gnific at articles and allocated them to topics
s th as a s burb, trans prtation, industry and s oon.
Hopefully, the end result will be a s ees of s mall
booklets that are focus d on partic lar as pc g of
our his ary that is easly ac es $le i original his dry
re-foc 8 ed.

This is all made posshle by our life member,
Daphne Salt who spent 540 hours digitis nig all pas t
Bulletins. This mammoth task enables any of the
articles, many originally written on typewriters in
different fonts and formats ,to be read and c pied
and digitally mov d into files and then further
manipulated into readable formats . The original
editing tas kof @utting and pas ihgbwas ex atly that
T c tting out artic s and pic ures and pas ihg them
onto a page.

Heritage Week was the major ev at since our las t
Bulletin and is mentioned elsewhere. Special thanks

to all of the v tunteers who as sted in keeping our

museum open all week and the many other

ac ivities This year Heritage Week was launc kd at

the Cronulla School of Arts hosted by Port Hac lng

Potters Group.

In April 2016, the Sutherland Shire His dric &Soc aty
will be celebrating its golden anniv esary. A
¢ mmmemorativ edinner and s & eal other projec &
are planned. 16n proud to reflect over our record as a
s oial organis #on of like-minded people, interested
in ex foring and vsdgting his drical stes ,enjoying
s itnulating s pakers and a friendly chat, produc rig a
v dety of published journal items and books and
as sting Council and other organis #ons in
interpreting our pas .t

| believe that the Soc @ty is as ac iV eand as relev at
as it has ev ebeen. Members George Cotis, J dith

Carric k and myself were rec atly asked to
cons Ut National Parks and Wildlife Serv de ov e
an his dric & interpretation of Gogerly& Cottage
and Hilltop in the Royal National Park. Hilltop,
built in 1912 has been sympathetically res dred
and is being adaptively reus d as holiday
acc mmmodation. Gogerly& c tiage is the oldes t
building s ath of Botany Bay. It has been res dred
to a point but woné be us d for acc mmodation.
Signage to explain its his dry is to erected on s te.

I and several members attended the annual
@neeting of two cultures @ eemony at Kurnell on
29 April. This year repres ats the 245th year
since Lieutenant J enes Cook and his ¢ ew of the
Endeav ar began a s brt v dit to Botany Bay and
first enc antered the Aboriginal resdents at
Kurnell. The 250th ¢ &bration in 2020 will be a
significant one. A welcome-to-country was
delivered by Deanna Shrieber, Chair of the
Kurrunulla Aboriginal Corporation. Speakers
incdded Mark Speak man, MP, member for
Cronulla and Kent Johns , Mayor, Sutherland
Shire Council and patron of the Sutherland Shire
His arical Soc ety. The ceremony was conc uded
by the raisng of s & eal flags and an Aboriginal
danc eperformance. The new Endeav ar made
the journey from Sydney Harbour for ther day [
see photographs on page 23 ].

Our congratulations go to Mark Speakman on his
recent re-elec ibn and elev &on to the Minis ry.
His portfolio is Envronment and Heritage and
As stant Minister for Planning. 1t& hoped that the
Minister and the Socety will s hre s me
discus ons leading to s me postive loc &
heritage outcomes .

A reminder that our mus em is open ev e
Saturday (9 ami 1 pm) and is loc &d directly on
the wes érn s de of Sutherland Station at 25 East
Parade. Our deepest thanks and appreciation go
to the team of volunteers who mak ethis pos dle.
If you are wiling to giveup a few hours
occ aanally to join the roster, contact Cliv e
Baker. On the matter of volunteering, you may be
interes éd but are unsure of how to get more
inv v d. Believ ane it is not hard! We have had a
very healthy turnover of ex e tive members in
recent times New blood often brings new ideas .

If you have items that may s u the mus em&
exhibition or if you know of an estate that is being
cleared, c atact the museum c wator or one of the
exec tiv e Donations of items and monetary
contributions to our Sutherland Shire Acquis tion
and Res dration (SMART) fund are apprec ated.



COMMITMENT AND HARD WORK
PAT HANNAN RECOGNISED

Our hardworkng Arc ivd tand duiet achiever6 was rec aetly awarded a Local
Ac Fev ement Award. Congratulation Pat, you des eve the recognition, as Angela
Thomas, ex fains, One ¢ anot s § Pat has a @ bsen fielddas s b is an all-rounder,
deeply involved with y ath dev @&pment as well as us rig her ¢ as derable ex prtis ewith
local cultural groups 1 as the lis below s bws :

Barry Collier, Pat Hannan, Angela Thomas, Bruce Watt.

1967-94 Bec ame Cub Leader at West Como
1973 Committee member of Sutherland Shire Pipe Band
1979 Joined Sc ating for Special Purposes
Started 1st Woniora Road, Cub Pack
1982-92 1s Carinya i Children with learning difficulties
1994 Retired from paid work
Bec e Sutherland Dis ric tloeybleader
Helped set up @ eybgroups
2002 Work d at Kurnell Environment Educ #on Centre
Committee worker at Sutherland Shire Mus d@ Club
Running Youth Awards
2005 Joined SSHS in v @ous ¢ mmittee roles
2010 Member of the Seniors Activ ty Unit of SSC
2012-15 Arc Iv st and recording work with Sutherland Shire Mus em
2014-15 Committee member of SSHS and Sutherland Shire Mus em

LAWRENCE HARGRAVE UPDATE

Pres sraeis s il being applied to the minis ér to hav ¢ = Saturday 4 July: Formal Centenary Dinner at
the new Badgery& Creek airport named after the Stanwell Tops Conferenc eCentre
famous Stanwell Park kite maker and flyer.

Weekend 11-12 July: HARS Hardgrav eOpen

Some Hargrav eevents are coming up that might  Week ad.

interest SSHS members : Thursday 30 July: Hargrav e photographic

22 June: Submis ©ris cds e for Hazelhurs completion dis fay and judging until 12 August.

photographic ¢ mpetition, Hargrav #light theme.
Contac Michael Adams for details mic _hel84444@bigpond.com
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EDITOR® SAY
CLIVE BAKER

First an apology for the late inc us an of the rev ew
of Bruc e Watt®& book, The Shire whic h was
inadv eently mis sden the las edition.

Again the us al pleading for more people to put
pen to paper. Amongs tour 130-odd members
there is probably 8-10,000 years of c¢ mbined
memory and ex prienc 8 We need to hear y ar

stories and those about your life (in the Shire
particularly) as there are always ,interes ihg,
ex tting, amusng and other incidents that
interes bur readers.

The rejuv eated cart is the main feature of this
edition and the Men of Menai deserv €op prais ¢
for their fantas it effort.

MUSEUM REPORT
CLIVE BAKER

The las tfew weeks hav ebeen very busy getting
ready for Heritage Week, followed by a s eninar
and then Anzac Week. Muc hmidnight oil was
burned and a great number of people helped make
the ev ats pos dle. Firs tI mus tthank the loyal
week-to-week Supervd s and Guides, s me of
whom doubled-up to fill gaps where people were ill
or had priv & matters aris e

Amongs the non-regulars ] would like to s ngle out
Jm Cutbus h who helped (between c¢ bBmo
treatments ) with the photo dis fay and Davd
Ov eett who without help, looked after the Celes &
Cottage dis fy for the entire day. We als ohad
first-timers as sihg as Guides :Greg J a k 0,
Pam Forbes Marie Miller and Johanna Ashburn 1
you all did a great job and | hope we c a ¢ d on
you again in the future.

Two people joined the permanent Mus em Teamd
in recent times :Dorothy Dalyell and J dn White
both provng to be ideal Guides and we are luc ¥
to hav ehem.

SOME RECENT DONORS

The following people hav erec atly donated
items to the Museum or allowed us to copy their
collecibns: Alan Lannan, Anne Steward,
George Coulthard

WORKING PARTIES

Rec at furniture mov g and other tas k at the
Museum were as & ¢d by Greg Knight, Bruc ¢
Watt, Bruc eGill (alway savailable for projec g )
while Pat Hannan and Carol McDonald continue
the long job of rec ading.

IDENTIFYING THE COLLECTION

There are s g el items on dis fay in the
Museum that are on loan. If any member has
giv a artefac ¢ as a TEMPORARY LOAN will
y a pleas ec atac tme to identify your property.
We need to know what is a permanent donation
and what we need to return later.

DEVELOPING A PHILOSOPHY
CLIVE BAKER

When we look at who is a &hire pers ad we are
pres ated with a dilemma i what makes them
&hire® In my attempt to come to grips with
peoples 6 dtus | hav e me to this ¢ ac s an:

SHIRE BORN: undoubtedly in the Number One
¢ &egory and little ¢ emment is needed.

LATER RESIDENTS: without doubt the greates t
number of outs anding figures in our loc &history
fit this ¢ &gegory. Many came after WW2 and made
their mark on our s o aty.

STRONG CONNECTIONS: thes eare the non-
res dents of the Shire who have made their mark 1
Cook and Phillip, Hamilton VC (Patron of Miranda
RSL) Bill Wentworth (took ov ethe area in 1942),
to name a few.

In that ¢ &egory are thos eburied in Woronora
Cemetery. | think we can adopt them as deing
Shiredand to that end, Mus dfa Kemal Atat¢rk®&
famous words ¢ ald eas Iy be paraphrased:

Thos ethat shed their blood and los their lives
... 'y @ are now lyng in the s @ of a friendly
Shire ... There is no differenc ebetween the
Shire Born and the Outsders ... to y a, the
families ... y ar s aos and daughters are now
ly ng in our bos m and are at peac e

If readers wish to add to this thought, | welc me
y ar opinions to s & a future philos phy when
we think about who is a &utherland Shirerd



SOCIETY NEWS

TIME TO SIGN ON AGAIN: Members Ips are due s oni s e the form on the last page of this Bulletin..

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

We are very pleased to have new people in our midst
T we hope your members Ip is most rewarding:

Eliz beth Adams i1 Kareela
David Bakeri i Miranda
George Cotisi 1 Port Hac kg
Judith Leongi i Kareela
TITCICICCIITITCC I T L LI LCCCLCCLC LT CCCLC LT CICICLTITITIIIITIIILIIT
MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS

Members ¢ me and go but ov e the las ffour years

we increas d our s 4e by 23-perc at:

20117111, 2012i126, 2013i129, 2014i136

Not a great increas eeac hyear but membership is

s dwly growing as new people replac @hos ewe los e

TITIIIITI LTI I T I T ITTCTIIITTTIIITLITITIITIIITITIIIILT
OUR LOSSi i THEIR GAIN

No one really thought that Daphne Salt had gone
north to retire. She has thrown herself into the
Wauc bpe area his d@ry and is working on a book.

Angela writes ,fShe has made a DVD, attended the
banquet, ridden in the Queen's ¢ ariolet etc 7 in fac
Wauc bpe did not realis eit had s g han his drian
until thes ecelebrations occ weda

SAD NEWS

We s ad condolenc e to our member, Greg
J aks a and family, following his mother& death.

T T TITITTITITITTITITITITITITIT
ON SICK REPORT

Joan Moris a is not faring well as she battles her
illnes sand we send our support during her ordeal.

Jim Cutbus hhas made a few appearanc s at
func ibns during his ¢ emo ordeal but was rus kd
to hospital when his temperature sky-rocketed 1
being susceptible to all kinds of infec ibn while his
immunity is low. At las treport he was out and
abouti thatcrisdov e

Doug Arc br has been going through a rough
time als pwith poor health and has had a period
in hospital i Doug and J m later realis d they had
been in the s ae hospital at the s ane time!

Terry McCos kr is being seen more regularly as
he rec @ es from his infliction.

To all who are ailing i get well s on.

MONTH EVENT SOCIETY ACTIVITIES: 2015
JUNE 6 | Museum Saturday 9 ami 1 pm
13 | Historic Walk Noel Elliot | Redfern-Newtown area by train details 9521-8622 (after 5 J ne)
13 | Museum Saturday 9 ami 1 pm
21 | Museum Saturday 9 ami 1 pm
20 | Monthly meeting 1.30pm | SPEAKER: Dav d Overett on J n Mys éry of lllawong.
27 | Museum Saturday 9 ami 1 pm

JULY 4 | Museum Saturday 9 ami 1 pm
11 | Museum dig day 6 Saturday 9 ami 1 pm
18 | Museum Saturday 9 ami 1 pm
18 | Monthly meeting 1.30pm | SPEAKER: J lie Evans on Coc kt@o Is dnd his dry
25 | Museum Saturday 9 ami 1 pm

AUGUST 1| Museum Saturday 9 ami 1 pm
8 | Museum Saturday 9 ami 1 pm
15 | Museum Saturday 9 ami 1 pm
15 | Monthly meeting 1.30pm | SPEAKER: Mary Small on the &Jnk pwn Soldierd
22 | Museum Saturday 9 ami 1 pm
29 | Museum Saturday 9 ami 1 pm
? | BUS TRIP Sc ttish Theme trip i 171 DETAILS TO BE CONFIRMED

NOTE: Noel Elliot is ov eseas until5J ne
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HERITAGE WEEK AT THE MUSEUM
BRUCE WATT

Following the offic al launc hof Heritage Week in the
Shire at the Cronulla Sc bol of Arts on Friday 10
April, the Mus am hos éd a week of ex fbitions .

A highlight of the ev ats on Saturday 11 April was a
talk and ex fibition of didgeridoo playing by well-
known Aboriginal TV presenter, Clarence Slock e.
This was to highlight the rec et unv &ing of our
ex fbition of Aboriginal items c tec é¢d from the
Western Des & by Margaret Simpson and us d in
her teac Ing career.

Clarenc eis a Bundjalung (Minjingbal clan) man
whos e country is from the Gold Coas tto the
Clarenc eRiver. He provded an entertaining and
educ #onal insght into Aboriginal culture and
implements using s me items from the mus am
¢ bec ibn. He ex fained that the didgeridoo is from
north-eas tArnhem Land where termites eat the
c atre out of tree limbs. He als oexplained the
proc es of s &cihg the right timber and adding
groov 8 to a boomerang to help its flight
c hracteris it s Various types of boomerangs were
us d to hunt and to kill. Returning boomerangs
would be thrown out in front of animals and, as they
crcled back, they would ¢ as ethe prey to turn and
run or fly back towards the hunter. Killing
boomerangs would be thrown near ground lev eand
were quite lethal.

He ex fained that the cds e tmus dal ins rument to
the didgeridoo is the bagpipes However, lacking the
res evoir of air that the bagpipes has the didgeridoo
player maintains air flow through circ lar breathing.

We thank Noel Elliot, who works with Clarenc eat the
Botanic &Gardens for inv ting him.

Clarenc eSlockee with Bruc éVNatt and
demonstrating boomerang usage.

The second major ev at was the muc hantic pated
offic @l launc hof the s ping cart whic hhas pride of
plac dn the garden area of the Mus em. It was us d
at lllawong from 1920si1950s as general farm
trans prt and for taking produc €o Sydney markets .

It was in a generally s and though dilapidated
state when | was contac ¢d by Don Rothnie who
was inquiring if the museum would be interes e&d
in it as an old farming estate was being wound up.
This required s me lateral thinking as it was G
going to fit undercov ein the mus em.

Philos phically it has prompted us to burst out of
the ¢ afines of the traditional mus em s pc ento
northern garden area. It is now bec ming a
centrepiec eof an ex pnding ex fbition of items
reflec ing the Shire® rural past.

The cart has been rebuilt from the ground up by a
dedic &ed team from the Menai Men& Shed. It
was c mpletely stripped down, repaired and
repainted and parts of one wheel had to be
remade. A brief hisdry of the cart and the
Kers dke family are part of the mus em ex fbition.

SPRING CART

This horse drawn vehic d was manufactured in Sydney
around 1920. The addition of leaf s pngs to the dray
s yle cart provded a more ¢ mfortable ride on the
poorly made, unsealed roads of the day.

The cart was used from the 1920s through to the
1950s by a pioneering family who operated a mark &
garden at lllawong. Produce, including potatoes,
onions ¢ aots and many other vegetables and flowers
were taken daily from lllawong via Lugarno ferry
acros sthe Georges River and by road to Paddy&
market in the cty. Hors edrawn v aicles were still in
¢ ammon use in the Shire until the middle of last
c atury.

Replaced by a GMC truck in 1956, the cart was then
housed under a lean-to shed. During 2014 the ¢ &
underwent ex eénsiv erestoration by members of Menai
Men& Shed, including dis rantling, timber and metal
res dration, wheel repairs, painting and reas snebly.
Special thanks to Don Rothnie who insigated the
res dration. It is proudly displayed as an important
reminder of the Shire® rural past.

Trustees Sutherland Shire Mus em

Imagine, rising very early to harnes sthe hors eand to
prepare for the long journey to mark & There is no
protec it ec @ € your seat is a wooden box and the
s bd iron wheels jolt over the rutted roads. Yet the
uns piled country gleé, the rhythmic clip-clop of the
hors eand bush s ands provide an idy lic bac krgund
to a busy but les omplic &d life.

Whilst it was a joint effort by members of the
Menai Men& Shed, the trustees of the museum
would like to thank Don Rothnie, Tom Harris and
Phil Roffe for their efforts and their attendanc eat
the launc h

NOTE: Cart photographs on the rear ¢ wer.



MISHAP OR MURDER?
BRUCE WATT

Part 1 of this article began in the February edition
of the Bulletin where it was reported that two
polic eoffic es were killed in a bus fire at Bottle
Fores t(Heathc te) in 1845, poss hly lit by felons
trying to esc pe c pture. The s e ad part of this
ac cuat expands on the role of the polic eforce at
that time, ¢ as ruc ion of the lllawarra Road and
es pcally the hous eto whic hthey were taken
following their rescue.

BACKGROUND

Stephen Kirk was burned to death in the fire, while

the gallant and courageous Luke Dunn who, in the

greates tof Aus ralian traditions dvent bac kfor his

mated lingered for nine day sbefore he finally

s g crmubed, no doubt in exreme agony. The

s cne of the inc dent was pres at-day Heathcote.

At the times of their deaths both troopers were

s e aded s diers attac kd to the Mounted Polic e
Forc eand were s dtioned at Campbelltown. Kirk

was aged 32 years and Dunn was 33. *

At the time of this tragedy there were almost a 100
men in the Sydney Polic eForc eand about 32
mounted polic es dtions ac s sSNSW. The two
polic eoffic es killed in this incident were members
of the Military Mounted Polic e which had been
formed in 1825. The first @ as dbularyd in the
c tony were bes tbehav d ¢ avd g appointed by
Gov enor Phillip to ac s night watchmen. In 1810
Gov enor Mac qarie had replac d the NSW
Corps , whos e reputation was tainted by its
inv tvement in rum traffic kng. Thes es ei-military
c as dbles became the first rec gnis ale
polic enen in Aus ralia. With the ¢ os $1g of the
Blue Mountains in 1813 and the spread of settlers
wes ward and along the coas dl areas , the
pres ev &on of order in remote dis ric ¢ became
inc eas rigly important. In 1825 Gov enor Bris bBne
organised a patrol of mounted infantry s eonded
from the Britis hregular army units garris aed in
NSW. They wore the uniform of the 13th Light
Dragoons , whic h at that time incuded blac k
helmet, s crlat tunic ,white breec kBs and basli
leggings and their arms ¢ asis ed of s &re, hors e
pis @l and mus kt. Their main duties were to
s ppres ghe c #le thiev 8 ¢ av dts who es cpad
to the bus hc antry and to protec t pers as
travelling the lonely roads of the s #&lement.

Dis Bnded in 1850 it was replac d by a cvli
mounted polic eunit. In turn it was absorbed into
the new police forc ewhic hwas c eated on 1
Marc hL862 by Premier Charles Cowper under the
¢ ommmand of Captain John Mc krie.

This was in res pnse to the gold rus ks ,the
growing bushranger pres ace and es pcally
after the riots at Lambing Flat gold field
inv & ng miners and the Chinese.

EARLIEST PRE-SHIRE SETTLEMENT

This is a sgnific at s dry as it takes plac eat

the firs officdl s &lement in today® Shire area.

d'he vliage of Bottle Fores @ was gazetted in

1842. It indicates that economic ac it tiy, mainly

farming and timber getting was already taking

place there; pos dly for s me time.

It is unders @aod that Mr Nic blas 6hous e
(mentioned in the SMH report and to where the

offic es were taken) was at Bottle Fores t
(Heathc te) though his name does not appear

on a map of 1845 whic hshowed the 14

portions and the names of the landholders It is

mos t likely that he was resding at J an

Ervng& house loc ged on the highway and

s bwn as Portion 13 of the map of Bottle

Fores tThis was sgned by As & dnt Surv gor

William Wedge Dark ein J auary 1845. Mr

Ervng (Irvng) is noted as being pres at when

Dunn and Mc Allay were being treated for their

burns .Ervng® portion 13 was on the eastern

sde of the road and adjoined Bottle Fores t
road on the s ath and north to about (the

pres at) The Av aue.

The 1846 ¢ es 8 showed the population of
Bottle Fores tto cons st of 15 adults living in
four houses ,jnc uding s hnties and huts made
of s ane and wood.

The 14 town allotments of Bottle Fores 11845. Erving®
allotment in ¢ atre. (map ref. Lands Dept.C525690)



THE COTTAGE OF CONTENT®

In 1843 a roomy gues hous e Hed the &ottage of

Contentdoffering @ood ac cnemodationéwas built

by Mr George Hall, (an @ptimis it inv 8 @r?9 to

c ter for weary trav #ers on the new road that

was being built by Thomas Mitc kll and his s a

Rodney between Sydney and the lllawarra i Fiv e
Isdnds (now Wollongong) The rudimentary Old

lllawarra Road was ¢ astruc ¢d usrig ¢ hin gang

c av dt labour between 1843 and 1845 and was

litte more than a bridle trac k Due to the difficult

route, steep grades and lac kof patronage it fell

into dis ge in the 1850s and the Bottle Fores t
s #lement is reported as being abandoned and

derelic by the 1860s ?

George Hall applied for land but is not s bwn as a
landholder on the 1845 map. It is almos tc eain
that the &ottage of Contentdwas on Erv ng& land
(Portion 13). In the 1850s another d&ottage of
Contentd was built at Liverpool by the Munro
brothers who were related to J an Ervng. (note
s & el s pllings of Ervnrg including Irvng and
Irvrie) The Munro& als o built the obelis k at
Kurnellin 1870 for the centenary of Cook& landing.

There is a des dption of Erv ng®& cottage in the St
George Call (1.6.1907 and 8.6.1907) c atributed
by fOne of the old s a0 from a s des of
fReminis cne e of the Six ies b

It s@od on 10 acres of c dared land and was of
s me size. Erviig was one of four prominent
farmers incuding Mc ©noc e, Annan and
Couls a. The farm produc d good c ops of
& getables and green s uff as well as peaches ,
pass an fruit, loquats é .@8ottle Fores tvas a small
agric ltural ¢ exmunity where dnany a bushel of
wheat was grownd® The hous ehad a wes érly
as pc tith about a 60-foot frontage. It was built of
timber slabs with lathe and plas ¢r insde. The
plas é¢r inside was of an ex cllent nature. This was
unders @aod to hav ebeen made from s bll lime
from George® Riv e with loc &s ad. @he main
entranc ewas into a large room, looking more like
a great hall than otherwise, into whic hall other
rooms ledé 6do the left was the kitc bBn , with its
s db chimney, s dned ins de, the opening of which
was about eight feetd

It is lik & that the &ottage of Content§ dottle
Fores Hous éand drvine® Cottaged mentioned in
reports were the same and the one to whic hhe

burnt offic es were taken. The name d&ottage
of Contentd appears to be a popular one for
inns dating bac kcenturies .\A s arc hindicates
that there were s g h inns loc ted at
Wollongong, George Street Sydney, Maitland,
Kelso and Liverpool around that time.

THE ILLAWARRA ROAD

The following ex fac ¢ are from a book outlining
the consucion of the road from George®
Riv ecommenc d in 1843:°

The ferry at Lugarno was es dblished in the
same y ar with Charles Rowan as ferry ran.
The road ran wes tof the pres at Princ 8
Highway and link @ with it at Heathc te i then
Bottle Fores .t From there it went south to the
top of Bulli Mountain [Wes mac @& Pas s ]t
was not ¢ mpleted for quite a number of y ars
afterwards. It was s il undergoing ¢ as ruction
in 1856, but not ¢ atinuousy .

The Surv g o-General reported in April 1844
that the progress of the ¢ avic tgang between
Bottle Fores Bulliwas v ey rapid. An item in the
Sydney Morning Herald of 20th J ly 1844
stated that the road had been opened to within
about two miles of the line down Bulli though
apparently it had not actually been made but it
had been c dared of timber only .

As there was s me enquiry for land along the
new line, Survey o Dark ewas insmuc ¢d to
complete a s w & of the Bottle Fores @and any
other places lik & to sell. Little traffic us d the
road. The pres ss dted that many day sand
sometimes week swent by without a single
pers a being s en on the road. In 1847 the
punt at Lugarno was wrec kd and it was
remov d in 1848. The Gov enor, Sir Charles
Fitzroy rec &ed a petition in 1848 to complete
Sir Thomas Mitchell& line of road. In 1849 the
punt was again in operation.

In 1864 Surv & 0S. Parknison surv ged a new
line from George® River at Tom Ugly $Point to
Coal CIiff. It was mainly a new road which
joined the old road at the Bottle Forest
(Heathc te) and des ended to the c ast at
Stanwell Park .lt was first ¢ #ed the Sy dey
Road, then the New lllawarra Road. In 1920 it
was renamed Princes Highway...

SOURCES:

1 Bey ad Courage6Danny Webster. The Police Association of New

South Wales.

2 @®ottle Forest to Heathcote Sutherland Shire& first settlementd

P. Kennedy 1999

3 ¢Early Roads to Wollongong 1815-188806K. and M. Mars Ahll,
lllawarra His drical Society 1963.


































































	00 FRONT COVER MAY 15
	0 INSIDE FRONT COVER MAY 15
	01 MAY 15

