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SHIPWRECKS of PORT HACKING
FROM Fred Matson’s “Memoir”, 1984

A member of the Levy family passed on to me some notes in the hand of Fred Matson Junior. (See;
“Fred Matson’s Personal Recollections”, G.Cotis, 2022). Aileen Levy had been a close friend of Fred
Matson Jnr, and had taken the trouble to transcribe the hand-written notes for easy reading and
for Fred’s story to be shared.

All of the documents passed to me have been assembled and passed to the Sutherland Shire
Library for inclusion in their Local Studies section. All originals have been passed to the
Sutherland Shire Historical Society for curation.

Fred listed shipwrecks at page 5 of Aileen Levy’s transcription of his notes and these appear at
Appendix 1. Sutherland Shire writer Merle Kavanagh wrote of some of the shipwrecks off
Cronulla. (see Bulletin of the Sutherland Shire Historical Society, Vol.15 Nol, Feb 2012).
Sutherland Shire Council has commemorated some in Cronulla Mall with its Lost Ships plaques in
the pavement. These appear at Appendix 2. Fred’s list overlaps with these and are just a small
indication of the vessels lost in the southern waters around Sydney. This list is not exhaustive of
the wrecks around Port Hacking.

In his writing, Fred Matson talks of shipwrecks!:

“A southerly that reached gale force brought disaster to the steamship Nemesis, her 886 tons was no
match for the Cronulla Bombora. It was July 1904 and she foundered with a loss of twenty one
lives?, only one survivor managed to swim ashore and walk to Sutherland where he survived two
days after the tragedy. The expression, a Nemesis Gale, commemorated the disaster for years after
whenever strong southerlies hit the Port. There were many more ships wrecked or foundered in the
Port Hacking area, with lives lost....”

Fig.1 SS Nemesis.(Source:shipsnostagia.com)

To some extent, the losses around Sydney are a sorry story of the cost of shipping coal from the
Illawarra and Newcastle to coal-hungry Sydney.

Ships of all varieties started plying the seas south of Sydney to return with those resources which
the young and growing colony needed. Initially, the emphasis was shell grit and timber, and Port
Hacking was significant then . Later, it was coal and the Illawarra was the source.

Coal was needed for the production of town gas (from 1841 to 1971), as bunker coal for steamships,
as fuel for heating boilers and domestic heating, and brickworks. Some coal also was trans-shipped
and exported from Sydney to other Australian states that did not have local sources of black coal
and thus the Nemesis was lost en route to Melbourne.

1 Page 5, transcript of Fred’s “memoirs”
2 Records show 32 lives lost



In the early days, inadequate road and rail links between Sydney and the coalfields placed the
reliance on shipping. Ships were also able to carry the volumes needed to meet demand. These
ships became known as “Sixty Milers”, referring to the sea distance between Sydney and the
Hunter River, Newcastle. The name applied to the same colliers working the Illawarra to Sydney.
See Appendix 3.

For over a century shipping losses were frequent and significant, and the human story of shipping
coal is compelling and sad, with loss of life and some amazing feats of survival.

The collier traffic diminished as demand for coal diminished in the last three decades of the 20th
century and is now largely forgotten except for some remnant infrastructure. See Appendix 3.

The coastal waters around Port Hacking have traps for the unwary in bad conditions...the endless
cliffs between the Illawarra and Botany Bay, the Jibbon Bombora offshore from Port Hacking
(Jibbon) Point at the southern entrance to Port Hacking, the Merries (a reef extending south into
Bate Bay from Boat Harbour at the northern entrance to Bate Bay), and the Osmond Shoal in the
centre of Bate Bay. These hazards have not only brought vessels to distress, but often combine to
eliminate Bate Bay and Port Hacking as safe refuge in extreme conditions. These hazards have
caused distress and loss of life to this day. Marine chart of Bate Bay and environs appears at
Appendix 4.

Some of the sunken vessels around Port Hacking have become popular dive sites, in particular the
Tuggerah and the Hilda.

Fred Matson’s list, together with my findings on the incidents follow in alphabetical order. His list
includes the vessel Pioneer and although one is the likely vessel recalled by Fred, that which was
lost in 1852, two other vessels of that name also appear to have been lost within the proximity of
Port Hacking. I also include the Nemesis because of Fred’s mentions. I also include at Appendix 7
the ketch Galatea for the reason that she was engaged in the coastal shellgrit trade and was lost on
the beach within a kilometre of the Fagelund.

Because of the interesting detail in the reports and enquiries, and language of the day, I have
quoted from extensive reports. One ship in particular, the Thode Fagelund, is given more detailed
coverage because of the size of the vessel and the complexities of her recovery and her repairs.

Adelphoi. Barquentine, 359 tons. Built Sunderland, Great Britain 1865; wood carvel,
registered Newcastle, NSW, 13/1875. Lbd 118.2 x 27.4 x 16.6 ft. 359 tons gross, Crew 10

Struck a reef and abandoned, lost off Port Hacking, 1 nm south at Bombora Point, 21 December
1879. Crew saved.

The Sydney Morning Herald, Monday, 22 December 1879, page 4:

“Wreck Of The Barque Adelphoi.

... The barque was bound from Adelaide to Newcastle, in ballast, and was coming along the coast
yesterday morning with a very light easterly breeze. When off a point a mile to the southward of Port
Hacking, about half-past 7 o'clock the wind fell very light, and Captain Gregory, finding his vessel
close in shore, endeavoured to wear her round3, but in doing so struck on the reef, and at once begun
to thump heavily. The result was that she made water fast, and as she still continued rolling
heavily, and there were between 7 feet and 8 feet of water in the hold, Captain Gregory found it
necessary to abandon the ship. At 9 o'clock the crew, having with them a few of their personal effects,
took to the boats, and pulled to Port Hacking, which place they reached in due course and without
accident. Captain Gregory speaks highly of the hospitality both he and his crew experienced at the
hands of Mrs. York, who resides near the bay, and who, after tending in a very handsome manner to
the creature comforts of the shipwrecked crew, had them driven in a conveyance to the punt at
George's River. Thence they walked to Cook's River, where they took the 'bus, and arrived in Sydney
about half-past 8 o'clock. The crew were taken to the Sailors’ Home. Captain Gregory... immediately
reported the matter to the Water Police. The Adelphoi was the joint property of Mr. A. A. Farthing, of
Newcastle, and Captain Gregory,...”

W. H. Gregory, the master of the Adelphoi, was called upon to show why his certificate should not
be suspended or cancelled for his error in navigating the barque so close to land. The master
claimed that it would have been useless to anchor and that he did everything he could to save the

3 To tack or gybe away from the wind (https://en.mimi.hu/boating/wearing_ship.html) To change the tack of
a sailing vessel, esp. a square-rigger, by coming about so that the wind passes astern. (Collins English
Dictionary)



vessel. He claimed he had been a careful navigator for upward of 19 years. The board considered
the matter and could not overlook the fact that the barque might have been kept further from
shore, and the anchor dropped. They decided to suspend Captain Gregory's certificate for three
months from the time of the wreck.

Albion. Schooner; 84 tons; 19.9x5.7x2.7 m.; 170 tons; Built by Henry Piper,
Brisbane Water, NSW, 1847, owners Capt. Griffen & Livingston. Lost near Port Hacking, 20 March
1867.

As reported in the Sydney Morning Herald, Monday 1 April 1867, page 4:

“Total Wreck Of The Schooner Albion, Off Sydney, And Loss Of Five Lives.

IT is once more our painful duty to report the loss of life by ship-' wreck. In this instance, the
schooner Albion, the property of Mr. J. Shoobert, of Balmain, is the unfortunate vessel. From
Samuel Waters, one of the two survivors, we glean the following account of the sad catastrophe:- The
Albion, a schooner of 170 tons, William Watkins, master, left Bulli for Sydney, with a cargo of coal,
on Thursday morning, at 5 o'clock, the wind at that time being light southerly, and during the
forenoon it dropped quite calm. On Friday there was a light S.E. breeze, which continued from that
quarter until 2 p.m. on Saturday, when it veered round to the southward, coming in squalls all
night, accompanied by rain and dark dirty weather. At half-past 9 o'clock the captain stood off the
land to try and make out Sydney light, but, failing to do so, came in close for the purpose of
endeavouring to recognise the land. It being too dark to see what the land was, be began to wear the
ship4, and in doing so she struck on a reef near the south head?® of Port Hacking, at 10.30 p.m.; she
then began to break-up, the stern going first, and the crew, wishing to stick to her as long as they
could, assembled on the bowsprit until 11 o'clock, when the bows parted and precipitated them into
the water. Thomas Williams, Samuel Waters, and another called Jack, whose surname we were
unable to ascertain last night, got on to a piece of the bulwarks, where they remained until 7 o'clock
yesterday morning, having been drifted about three miles to sea, when the tide set them in again,
Jack, however, about 2 a.m., died from exhaustion...The following are the names of the crew:-
William Watkins, master (drowned); Charles Nelson (drowned);, Charles Morgan (drowned);
Christopher --, a Swede (drowned); John --(drowned); Samuel Waters (saved); Thomas Williams
(saved). All the crew were single men, with the exception of the captain, whose wife and family reside
at Miller's Point.”

Alice Jane. The Alice Jane was one of the first vessels built at Cape Hawke, Great Lakes
region of NSW. She was built entirely of hardwood timber extracted from the forests nearby. Her
builders were David White and William Wilson. She was launched in February 1873 and registered
in Sydney shortly after.

Initial Registration Name: Alice Jane, two masted schooner, Official Number: 064421

Registered Sydney 32/1873, Length: 82.7 ft. Breadth: 18.8 ft. Depth: 7.4 ft.

Register tonnage: 76.5 tons (216.5 cu. m.)

Owners: Initial (1873 — 1874) David White (22 shares) William White (21 shares) and William
Wilson (21 shares).

Alice Jane was registered twice; in 1873 and in 1884. In fact, she was "wrecked" three times in her
15-year career. There is no known image of this vessel. “Schooner. Left Maryborough, Queensland,
for New Caledonia loaded with timber, then vanished, Jan 1874. She was found bottom up at Port
Hacking, NSW, and was believed to have capsized far to the north then carried south by a current.”

Sydney Morning Herald, Wednesday 16 July 1884, page 8:

“The Derelict Brigantine Alice Jane.

This vessel, or rather the hull (of) her (recently found bottom up in Port Hacking), was towed to the
Market Wharf last week. She was built at Cape Hawke, and was a brigantine of 78 tons register,
owned by Messrs. White Brothers, ship-builders of this port. Her last voyage was commenced in
November, when she was chartered .... to take a cargo of pine from Maryborough (Queensland) to
New Caledonia. It is evident that the crew were all lost. The master was named Mackie, and he had
a crew of five men... She eventually drifted ashore at Port Hacking. About five weeks ago when some
fishermen thought they heard voices inside the forecastle, and cut a hole in her bow, but nothing was

1 “Wear the ship”: to change the tack of a sailing vessel, especially a square-rigger, by coming about so that the
wind passes astern.
5 Possibly the reef now known as Jibbon Bombora.



discovered but the cargo... The wreck was bought by Messrs. Cleg and Allen for £250 and that firm
will realise largely by the transaction, as the cargo is worth much more than that sum, while the
hull of the vessel seems perfectly sound... The vessel presents a melancholy spectacle, her masts have
gone by the board, the bulwarks and stanchions are carried short off, and portion of the deck over
the cabin is torn away, besides which she has sanded up. She must have been very strongly built to
have stood the grinding on the beach and tremendous knocking about she has received. Her master
had the character of being a determined hanger on, and never reduced sail till the last moment. This
may account for the disaster.—Evening News.”

While the vessel was dismasted her hull was in good condition. Her cargo having been sold on, the
vessel was repaired and re-registered, sold and sailed again.

After a few years of trading along the NSW Coast, The Alice Jane was again in the news. On 5th
July 1884, with a load of coal on board, she was anchored at Trial Bay, near South West Rocks but
dragged her anchor under a severe gale and ended up on the beach. Volunteers from the Trial Bay
Hotel, the Trial Bay prison and others were able to secure the vessel with ropes and it appears that
she was eventually able to be saved with no loss of life.

The Alice Jane was again repaired and went back to work, only to come to grief again in 1888, this
time terminally. In January 1888, she was blown ashore at Tomakin (New South Wales south
coast) in a gale and with her back broken. This was her demise. Nonetheless the resilience of the
Alice Jane was a testimony to the quality of her builders.

Black Duck. Ketch. Lost near Cronulla, NSW, 1852.
Little seems to be known of this vessel. SAN® simply lists as lost, 1853.

Hilda. Iron screw steamer, collier, 222/135 tons. #79680. Built in 1878-9 by
Cuncliffe and Dunlop in Port Glasgow, Scotland reg. Sydney - 42/1879. Lbd 125.2 x 21.2 x 10.6 ft.
Captain Phillipson. Foundered soon after striking rocks off the northern head, Port Hacking, 19
July 1893. No loss of life. Rediscovered in 1979 in twenty-one metres, badly broken up and
scattered over a wide area.

The Hilda was a collier that ran on the short coastal run between the Newcastle and Illawarra
coalfields. The ship had two masts with fore and aft sails to assist the steam engine. The ship was
owned by Alexander Stuart who started and owned the Coalcliff Mining Company. Mr. Stuart
later became Sir Alexander Stuart and from 1883 to 1885 he was Premier of New South Wales. He
also owned a number of other colliers.

Unlike most of the ships which sank off Sydney, the Hilda was lost when conditions were perfect.
On a regular run from Port Kembla to Sydney the Hilda left port on the evening of Wednesday, 19
July 1893 carrying an experienced crew of 11. The seas for the trip were smooth and the weather
fine. She was loaded with coal for the French ship SS Armand Behic which was to depart Sydney
Harbour on the next evening.

The mate, Joseph Braithwaite, was in charge for the first part of the short trip up the coast. At
12.15 am the next morning the Hilda's master, Captain Charles Phillipson took over. 7

As reported in the Australian Star, Tuesday 25 July 1893, page 7:

“Loss Of The Hilda. Marine Board Inquiry.

The Marine Board met yesterday after noon to inquire into the loss of the collier Hilda, which struck
on a reef off Port Hacking on July 2nd, and sank in a few minutes. Charles Phillipson, master of the
Hilda, said he held a certificate from the board. The vessel left Port Kembla at 9 p.m. and was in
charge of the mate till 12.15 o'clock, when witness took charge. He was from one and a half to two
miles offshore when he had occasion to leave the bridge. Before doing so, however, he told the
helmsman not to alter the course. On returning 10 minutes later he found the vessel heading into the
land. He gave tho order to stop and reverse, and said to the man at the wheel,

" Good gracious, what way have you been steering.”

The seaman replied, "1 have been steering the course yon gave me— N. E. by N."

The vessel shortly afterwards struck. The engines were working astern, and she came off the reef...
giving up all hope of saving her, the boat was lowered, all jumped in, and they rowed to Botany. The
Hilda sank two minutes after they left. Peter Martin was steering correctly when witness left tho

6 Shipwreck Atlas of New South Wales [SAN].
7 http://dive.hemnet.com.au/wrecks/hilda.htm, Michael McFadyen.



bridge. It was customary when leaving to summon someone to take the watch, but as the night was
fine and the water smooth he did not consider it necessary. Peter Martin, A. H., also gave evidence,
and was questioned by Mr. Thompson, who appeared on behalf of Captain Phillipson.

Mr. Thompson : Didn't you put that vessel on shore on purpose, "yes" or "no.”

Witness : No ; why .should I ?

Witness further explained that he did not belong to any union, and never joined a society in his life.
He had an experience of 15 years. He was positive that he was not asleep at the time the vessel
struck. The Board of enquiry found that the ship had been lost due to the wrongful act or default of
Captain Phillipson, the Master, for careless navigation of the ship and not taking care to see she was
properly steered.”

The Board found that the master had given the correct course on the night of the wreck but had
erred by not leaving someone in charge when he left the bridge and suspended his certificate for
three months, dating from the date of the incident.

The Hilda has become a favourite wreck dive site:

“Located less than two hundred metres off Cape Baily Lighthouse on the Kurnell Peninsula on the
southern outskirts of the city, the wreck of the SS Hilda is in reasonably good condition considering
its relatively shallow depth, the extremely rough seas that pound this stretch of coast and its age...
While there are wrecks that are far more intact, its shallow depth makes it accessible to virtually all
divers and there is still a lot to see.

The remains of the SS Hilda now rest between 21 and 27 metres deep on a rocky bottom,” (Michael
McFadyen, hitp://dive.hemnet.com.au/wrecks/hilda.htm)

Malua. Steamship, 30 tons. #89324. Built NSW, 1884; reg. Sydney, 2/1885. Lbd 54.1 x
13.8 x 6.3 ft. On the rocks and lost at Port Hacking, Wata Mooli Creek, under south head, 6 June
1886.

The coasting steamer Malua, which during the past few months had been bringing fish from Jervis
Bay to the Sydney market, ran ashore. The crew survived and made their way from the wreck site
on Sunday night to reach Sydney on the following Tuesday night. The site of grounding in the
initial report below is “nine miles north of Port Hacking” whereas the second report gives the
grounding as “the south head of Wata Mooli Creek”. It is clear that the ship foundered south of Port
Hacking at what is now known as Wattamolla.

Daily Telegraph, Thursday 10 June 1886, page 4.

“The Steamer Malua Ashore.

...went ashore on a reef nine miles north of Port Hacking on Sunday night last. The vessel was on
her way from Jervis Bay to Sydney at the time of the occurrence, and had on board a cargo of fish
shipped by the fishermen residing at the bay. A dense fog prevailed when the vessel struck. Captain
Johnson was in charge of the steamer, and the crew consisted of an engineer and a deck hand.
Finding the vessel could not he floated without assistance, the crew abandoned her and made the
best of their way overland to Sydney. They reached town on Tuesday night thoroughly exhausted,
having been without food for many hours. The vessel lies high and dry at low water and if prompt
steps are taken it Is expected she can he got off. When abandoned she appeared to be uninjured.
Captain Banks, Marine surveyor , proceeds to the stranded vessel this morning, taking with him the
necessary gear to effect the floating of the steamer. The Malua is the property of Mr. Geo. Dent, sen.,
of Botany, and Captain Johnson the master. She was built by Dent, of Botany, in December, 1S54.
In length she measures 54 ft. lin., her beam is 18ft. 8in., and depth 6ft. The machinery, of 25 horse-
power, was manufactured by Messrs. Alex. Shank and Co., of Arbroath and London. The Malua is
insured in tho South British Insurance Company.

The attempt at salvage was reported in The Sydney Morning Herald, Friday 11 June 1886, page 8:
“Shipping Reports:

Yesterday Captain Banks, marine surveyor, in company with others, proceeded in the steamer
Geebung to the scene of the wrecked steamer Malua, which went ashore to the south of Port Hacking
on Tuesday, during foggy weather. Steel hawsers, rockets, and all apparatus were taken down with
the object of towing the steamer off, but it was found on arrival that the wreck was lying upon the
rocks under the cliffs on the south head of Wata Mooli Creeks. The Malua was lying on her port side
- her hull was bilged, and her engines and boiler had shifted. If the weather keeps fine they may be
recovered, but should any heavy weather set in the steamer will break up. Mr. Dent, her builder,
accompanied Captain Banks, and has, with two other men, been left at the spot, to endeavour to save
all that is possible.”

8 Wottamolla.



It is not known if the salvage was successful. However, pieces of wreckage brought up by trawlers
in 1918 and 1919 may be of the Malua. In 1918, the trawler Brolger in August brought to the
surface a piece of heavy muntz metal® off Wata Mooli. The wreck in this case was apparently that
of a wooden ship. (See notes on the vessel Malua). In 1919, one of the State trawlers the Kooraga
(Skipper Flume), was fishing. In 318ft of water three miles east of Wata Mooli a large anchor was
found hooked on to the net. The anchor seems to have been in the water for a number of years, and
it has been suggested that it belongs to a wreck previously reported thereabout.0

Merchantman. Schooner, 184 tons. Built Haddon, USA; wood carvel, reg. #74923 Sydney,
39/1877. Length 95 ft. Lost near Port Hacking, September 1882. She struck Bumbora Rock!!, near
Hacking Point. The crew took to the boats and were picked up by S.S.Phoebe, which returned to the
wreck, only to find it had disappeared.

Her loss was reported in the Sydney Daily Telegraph, Friday 8 September 1882, page 3:

“Wreck Of The Schooner Merchantman.

. the schooner Merchantman, engaged in the coal trade between Wollongong and Sydney, has
become a total wreck on Bumbora Rock!2, near Port Hacking. She left Wollongong at 5 o'clock on
Wednesday afternoon with a fresh breeze from the south-west, and had every prospect of making a
rapid run to Sydney, but about 8 p.m. the wind died away, and the ship was not going more than
about two knots. It is said the watch was then changed, and the captain went below, leaving the
chief officer in charge at 9.30. The captain awoke by finding the vessel thumping heavily on the
rocks, he rushed on deck, and found that she had struck on Bumbora Rock, a short distance from
Port Hacking. Tho mate says he thought the vessel was further off the land than she proved to be.
The breakers were breaking over her and as there was no possibility of saving tho ship, the captain
and the crew got the boat over the side and succeeded in getting safely away.”

The Argus (Melbourne, Friday, 8 September 1882, page 8, completed the story:

“... tried to make Port Hacking. They could not, however, get in on account of the dense fog at the
mouth of the harbour. They then came on to Botany, where they found the steamer Phoebe. They got
her to run down to see if anything could be saved from the wreck, but the vessel had sunk in deep
water, and not a vestige of her was to be seen. The steamer Civility, which was passing at the time,
brought the captain and crew to Sydney.”

“Captain Tupman, of the barque Vancouver, which arrived last night, reports having passed some
wreckage, consisting of a vessel's deck-house or galley, a cork fender, and chair, about 11 miles
south-by-east of South Head. This probably belongs to the Merchantman.”

The coal on Merchantman was reported as being intended for the P&O steamer Indus.

A subsequent Board of Enquiry found that the mate stated that at the time of the wreck the
weather was thick and hazy, and he thought he was at least three miles off land. The Board found
that the vessel was lost; by reason of the wrongful act or default the master, Frederick Mahler, in
carelessly navigating his vessel by steering a course too close to land, and by the wrongful act or
default of John Greenless, the mate, in not keeping a proper lookout and not taking sufficient
precaution for the safety of the vessel.

Nemesis. Launched 30th December, 1880 and completed same month by Thomas Turnbull
& Son Whitby, England. 1,393 gross tons, 886 net. Lbd: 240'2" x 34' x 17'9". Iron screw steamship,
with compounded engine producing 120 nhp., brigantine rigged.

Nemesis entered Port Phillip Bay, 1st May 1881 after her maiden voyage of seventy six days. Built
as a cargo vessel, she was intended to work as a collier on the Melbourne - Newcastle intercolonial
trade, although later she was fitted for passenger accommodation and placed on the Melbourne -
Sydney run. Later placed on the West Australian run upon the advent of the gold rushes of the
1890's. During the 1890's she was again converted into a collier on the east coast. Nemesis left
Newcastle for Melbourne on 8 July 1904 with a cargo of coal and was last seen on the 9th of July,
east of Wollongong. Her officers and crew numbered 32. There were no survivors.
(wrecksite: https://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?50828).

"Loss Of The S.S. Nemesis. Wreckage Identified. Sydney, July 12.

9 Muntz metal is a brass alloy composed of approximately 60% copper, 40% zinc and a trace of iron.

10 Daily Telegraph (Sydney, NSW : 1883 - 1930), Thursday 20 February 1919, page 2.

11 Jibbon Bombora.

12 Now known as the Jibbon Bombora, east of Port Hacking Point, which is also known as Jibbon Point.



That Messrs. Huddart, Parker's steamer Nemesis met with a disaster in the late storm, and that her
crew of 32 have gone down with the vessel, there is now little room for doubt...the only vessel of the
company to which the wreckage found on the Cronulla beach could belong is the Nemesis. Hours
were spent to-day in turning over the debris, without result, until the discovery of a parcels box with
the name "Nemesis" placed beyond doubt that the steamer has been wrecked. No personal effects of
the crew have been cast up or bodies seen, but, as the steamer's hatches were smashed, it is unlikely
that a vessel so dealt with, could have weathered the storm.

The Cronulla beach, for a distance of about three miles, is strewn with wreck-age.

Mr. Davis, of the Cronulla Beach Hotel, was this morning instrumental in finding convincing
evidence that the wreckage belonged to the missing steamer Nemesis. This was in the shape of a box
branded "SS. Nemesis, parcels.” It is also stamped with Huddart, Parker's flag. This box was
discovered right at the northern end of the beach, near Boat Harbour, and far away from the other
wreckage.

The latest wreckage to come ashore is part of a wooden hatch covering and skylight, many pieces of
the ship's boats (at least, enough to make two boats) and one boat undamaged, except that a portion
of the bottom is stove in. There were also picked up some oars, pieces of tarpaulin, lifebelts, and
several buoys, some of them bearing the name of the missing steamer, and pieces of cabin fit-tings,
such as doors and other woodwork.

Enormous seas were running off the coast on Saturday. The reef off Dough-boy Point, which usually
breaks for about half a mile only, was breaking right across the bay, and on Saturday night it was
exceedingly dark. The Nemesis left here on Friday afternoon for Melbourne, with 1,700 tons of coal
and thirty tons of coke.” (Western Mail, Saturday 16 July 1 904, page 19).

“A Theory.

The theory has been advanced that the Nemesis has probably struck this bombora, and gone to
pieces immediately, or foundered in the deep water which surrounds it. The strong south-easters
blow straight across this bombora, towards Cronulla Beach, about three miles away. As wreckage
has been found along the whole length of the beach, but more particularly at the northern end, and
as none has been seen to the southward of the bombora or Jibbon Point, though a careful search was
made, the whole of the circumstances appear to support this theory. Only a month or so ago, an oil
launch, bound from Sydney Harbour to Port Hacking, struck the patch, and turned turtle, and one
of the occupants was drowned. The launch, after turning over, was righted again, an instance of the
peculiar force of the waves as they break over the reef.” (Evening News, Wednesday 13 July 1904, page 3)

It transpired that distress signals were seen close to Port Hacking on the Saturday night, but no-
one appears to have been in a position to offer assistance.

The theory was that the Nemesis had been seen abreast of Wollongong, but as the southerly gale
increased in fury it seems the steamer was driven back and that the captain attempted to make the
nearest port, and ran northward. The absence of survivors or witnesses means the loss will remain
a mystery.

A body found on Cronulla beach on 18th July, was identified as a seaman on the Nemesis. He was
32 years old, and a son of Captain Coull, who went down with the steamer Federal'3. He had made
two trips in the Nemesis.’4 Another body from the wreck of the Nemesis was seen floating in the
breakers at Cronulla beach. A heavy sea was running and prevented the recovery of the body.

Two more bodies were recovered on 9th August. One wore a blue suit with brass buttons, black
socks and lace-up boots, no doubt an officer. He was identified as J. Linklater, 3rd Officer of the
Nemesis. The second man wore a dungaree suit, woollen Guernsey and lace-up boots, and was
thought to be a fireman. None of the four bodies recovered wore a life belt.15

13 On 21 March 1901, collier SS Federal was on a run from Port Kembla to Albany when it was lost in a storm
off Gabo Island, carrying 3,486 tonnes of coal. Although the lighthouse keeper at Gabo Island saw the ship on a
perilous course, he had no way to communicate with the Everard station further down the

coast. Federal continued to hug the coast far off the recommended southwest course, and came to grief on
submerged rocks in a storm, with the loss of 31 crew members. Some of the bodies recovered wearing life belts,
so it was apparent the crew had time to abandon the ship, with many making it ashore before expiring. A ship
was only sent to look for the perished crew on 2 April. The rescue teams had to contend with bad weather, but
the general public consensus was that a faster response would have saved lives. After the SS Federal tragedy,
the Everard lighthouse was upgraded to a recognised signalling station capable of communicating with ships.
14 Wagga Wagga Express , Thursday 4 August 1904, page 2.

15 M. Kavanagh, Bulletin of the Sutherland Shire Historical Society, Vol.15 Nol, Feb 2012 .



An enquiry was held mid-August and found the Nemesis was almost fully loaded. Also it was
considered by one expert that the vessel foundered off Wattamolla, five miles from Jibbon Pt. and
as there were steep cliffs in the area, it was likely that the ship had struck land and sunk in deep
water.

From time to time trawlers have become fast to submerged wreckage along the coast. A piece of
angle steel bearing the brand of Consett, one of the large British steel works, was trawled up and
was believed to be part of the wreck of the Nemesis.

Following are the names of the crew : -

Captain: Alexander Lusher (England).

First Mate : T. A. Reut (England).

Second Mate : W. D. Stein (England).

Third Mate : S. Linklater (Orkney).

Carpenter: J: Lockhead (Glasgow).

Able Seamen: N. McLeod (Greenock), R Vaudupeu (British Guiana), A. Hay (Banff), If. Birkland
(Norway), T. Stale (Ireland), W. Coull (Scotland), J. Dursbry (Liverpool).

First Engineer : G. Warner (England).

Second Engineer : It. Woodhouse (England).

Donkeyman : C. Strachan (Scotland).

Firemen: J. King (Albany), D. G. Moon (Melbourne), T. Bonner (London), O. Currie (London), H.
Jenkins (Victoria), Johnson (Melbourne), A. Russell (Sydney).

Chief Steward : F. Brown (Yarmouth). Second Steward : Alfred Oakleigh (Ireland).

Pantryman: M. Hulder (London).

Stewardess: Mis. Hyland (Canada).

Mess-room Steward : S. Ormiston (Sydney).

Chief Cook : G. Page (Liverpool). Second Cook : G. Gordon (Liverpool). Boy : A. Corrigan (Sydney).
Purser : D. Campbell (Geelong)

Ordinary Seaman: Moreyneser (New Zealand).

Pioneer. Steamer. Lost near Cronulla, NSW, 1852. No details found.

Pioneer. Steamer or ketch, 38/33 tons. Captain Elder. Lost ashore near south head Botany
Bay during a gale, late June 1875.

SMH, Sat, 18 March, 1876, P8: “Pioneer, ketch, 38 tons, C. Edler, master; losses - no lives - general
cargo; value, £1200. During a heavy E.S.E. gale and thick weather, the vessel went on shore on the
South Head, Botany Bay, and became a total wreck.”

No other information found.

Pioneer. Built at Melbourne in 1870, and owned by Mr F. W. Cook, wooden twin-screw
steamship, 75 tons gross, 51 tonsn. Lost off Botany Heads, 1883. No lives lost.. She was
commanded by Captain Frank Lopez, who was master of the Prima Donna, schooner, when she
capsized off Bondi. “and who owed his safety to his great powers of swimming.”

“On Saturday night the steamer Pioneer was wrecked near Botany under very peculiar
circumstances, the sea being perfectly calm and the moon shining brightly. She left Sydney at half-
past seven p.m. on Saturday, bound for Kiama, where she was to load with blue metal and return.
In some mysterious way she got out of her course, and about half-past ten struck upon some
outlying rocks off Port Hacking. The crew easily got ashore. ”16 Her master at the time had previous
history of maritime incident, but this was far from unusual in times up to the modern shipping era.
The first report was:

“Wreck Of The Pioneer

Intelligence was received...of the total wreck of the steamer Pioneer, which, for a considerable time
past has been engaged in the stone trade between Kiama and this port...Captain
Hixsonl’...immediately despatched the pilot steamer Captain Cook to the scene of the incident,

16 Age (Melbourne, Vic), Monday 23 April 1883, page 3.

17 Francis Hixson (1833-1909) was appointed superintendent of pilots, lighthouses and harbours in New South
Wales. These duties were incorporated in April 1872 as the Marine Board of New South Wales with Hixson as its
president. (Australian Dictionary of Biography). Hixson Road in Sydney’s port district in named after him.
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which is a little to the eastward of Coronellal8 Reef, between the south head of Botany Bay and the
north head of Port Hacking, and also, directed the steamers Mystery and Glenelg to accompany the
Captain Cook to the spot to render assistance...when the steamers reached the place the only thing
left of the ill-fated vessel was her boiler, which was rolling about on the reef, not a trace of her hull
or any thing else being visible. it appears that the Pioneer... when near Botany met with the full
force of the S.W. gale which was blowing at the time. There was also a tremendous sea. How the
accident occurred is not yet known, but it appears that when the vessel struck the reef the Captain
and crew, consisting of five men, took to the boat, and succeeded in effecting a landing near Botany.
How they escaped is almost incredible, as the cliffs rise up perpendicularly a short distance from
where the vessel struck, and had the boat capsized not one of them could possibly have been saved...”
(Sydney Morning Herald Monday 23 April 1883, page 4).

A contradiction of the circumstances of the grounding and afterwards appeared in the Melbourne
Argus, Tuesday 24 April 1883, page 5.

“At half past 8 p.m. she cleared Botany Heads, and the captain then went below and gave the mate
his course. About an hour after-wards he was aroused by the vessel striking the rocks of the
Coronella Reef. Efforts were at once made to get the steamer off, the engines having been set going
full speed astern, but in vain, and one of the fans of the propeller broke. The vessel, however,
ultimately came off the reef, and the captain drove her up on a sandy beach, where she now lies.
Thinking that bad weather might come on, the captain considered it wise to put all hands into a
boat...The steamer had made no water when the crew left her yesterday. She was high and dry on
the beach, apparently perfectly intact, and in charge of the mate”.

This report was clearly incorrect as revealed in the subsequent enquiry. In the first instance, the
sea was calm, and further, rather than Lopez driving up on a sandy beach, the ship floated itself off
the reef and went ashore on the beach. Further, initial reports of the vessel having departed from
Sydney, the vessel left the Botany Water Works which were on the Botany shores of Botany Bay!?9 .

At the Marine Board Enquiry, “Frank Lopez, the master, deposed that the left the waterworks at
Botany at 7.30. The weather being fine be left the vessel in charge of the mate and went below. He
gave him the course at 5.30 and went below. At 9.30 he was awakened by the ship bumping on the
rocks. Came on deck and gave orders to stop and go astern. He went on the bridge and found that
the mate had been steering a wrong course. (South Australian Advertiser, Tuesday 24 April 1883,
page 5).

The full detail unfolded as the Enquiry progressed: “An enquiry was then commenced into the case
of the Pioneer, which went ashore at the back of Coronella Reef, on Saturday night, April 21. Frank
Lopez, master of the Pioneer, stated that the vessel was now on the beach at the back of Coronella
Reef, about three quarters of a mile from the boat harbour; he left her at 7.30 p.m. on the 22nd, she
being in good condition, no water in her, but one of the fans broken, and the rudder a little
damaged, he thought she could be got off, as she was not seriously injured; the mate had remained
in charge of her, and she was in a sheltered place, the only danger being that a big tide might drive
her further up on the beach; he did not know how the vessel came there; when he left her she was just
on the reef; he left Botany at 7.30 p.m. on the 21st instant, the weather being clear moonlight, and
the wind calm; when he got outside Botany Heads he gave the vessel in charge to the mate and went
below, he told the mate the course was W.S.W. by the steering compass, which was S.S.W. by the true
compass, to make for the Fire Islands20; this was at 8.30 p.m., and at 9.30 p.m. he was awoke by the
ship thumping on the rocks; it was fine and clear when he came on deck and said, "What are you
doing?" he then stopped the engines and ordered them astern; he went on the bridge and found the
vessel was sailing W.N.W. by the bridge compass; the engines would not go astern, and he found one
of the fans off; nobody was lost or hurt by the accident, they were seven all told;... as he saw there
was no hope of getting her off, he told the men to get their things ready and put them in the boat, she
was shipping no water on deck; he set the jib and the fore-sail, thinking that at high water, if the
wind blew from the westward, it would blow her off to sea, then they left the ship, and went to
Botany, about four miles away, where they arrived all safe; he went to Sydney for assistance from
the owner, and expected a steamer round in the morning; he and the mate went in the boat to
Kurnell, and walked across to the boat harbour, and found the ship where he had left her, with the
sea breaking over her, a southerly wind having sprung up, he met some fishermen, who told him no
boat was to be had, and he would have swum off to drop the anchor, but for his fear of sharks; at

18 The reports refer variously to “Coronella” and “Coronulla” Reef. Perhaps a variation on “Cronulla”.

19 The Sydney Water Works were established in Botany in 1858 and were fed by the many springs in the area.
In 1886, the last year of full pumping.

20 This is likely to mean “Five Islands”, a group of islets off the Illawarra coast.
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8.30 a.m on Sunday she came off the reef and drifted about a mile, to where she now lies; he thought
she could be got off; he knew some vessels went to look for her, but they could not have gone far
enough south, or they must have seen her, on Sunday morning he was back at the ship at 5 o'clock,
daybreak, she steered from the bridge, and no special look-out man was kept, the man at the wheel
having to perform this duty.

Captain Lopez’s evidence: “... were on the Corilla Reef, near Botany Heads, whilst sailing from
Botany to Kiama. They had struck on the reef at 9 p.m. on Saturday, and he had brought the men on
shore, and treated them to bread and brandy. They were waiting on shore for a steamer to take the
steamer off, and he wanted the men to go back again, and stand by her. The sea was smooth, and
there was no danger. The men combined together, and refused to obey his lawful commands. The
vessel was nearly lost in consequence. At high water she floated off the reef, and went on shore on the
beach. After wards, himself and mate went off to her alone, without danger. The crew refused to go
amongst the breakers.”

“... He did not know how the vessel got on the reef. "The ship was in charge of the mate, and he
(Lopez) was not responsible for the catastrophe. He did tell the crew that their lives were in danger
when she struck, because she might break up, They did obey him on board the ship, and did not
desert in the hour of danger. To row from the wreck to Botany Bay took him and the crew about
three hours. They were bailing the whole time, but it was only to keep her dry. He was sure it was
not to keep her afloat. They did tell him they were willing to go back, provided he gave them a
sailing boat, but they would not row. Ransted only refused because he was cook, and thought he was
not obliged to row. There would have been no danger in returning, because the weather was fine.
There were some breakers, but they need not have gone through them. The fireman was one of the
seven asked to return, but he refused.” (Sydney Daily Telegraph (NSW : 1879 -1883), Friday 27 April
1883, page 4).

The engineer Stephen Tanner testified: that the Captain had said there was nothing to be
achieved by staying on the vessel; the weather was very fine, with but little wind; ... he saw the
vessel on the Sunday night; she had then got off the reef on to the beach; if they had remained on
board he thought they could have prevented her going ashore when she got off the reef. He thought
it would have been safe to land on the beach near the wreck, instead of going to Botany; but the
captain adopted the latter plan for the purpose of getting to Sydney more quickly.

The Board returned a verdict to the effect that the stranding was occasioned by the default of
Frank Lopez, the master, and Carl Carlson, the mate, in carelessly navigating the vessel, and
thereby causing her to strike on the Coranulla Reef, and by the further default of Frank Lopez of
prematurely abandoning her. In reaching that decision, the Board heard unusual details in this
story, details of the grounding and of the refusal of some of the crew to then obey the commands of
Captain Lopez. It was decided under the articles, the crew were bound to take to the oar and obey
lawful orders if required...the case of disobedience was clear!

Prosper Coulon. Only record found was on the website of NSW Shipwrecks: Schooner, 74
tons. #73368. Built in Jervis Bay, NSW, 1870; registered in Sydney, 37/1876. Length 83.6 ft. Ashore
and lost on the bar at Bellinger River, NSW, 14 May 1884.21 She is on the Register of Historic
Wrecks. Shortly after, the Paddle Steamer Despatch ran foul of her remains and was also lost.

Thode Fagelund. Steel screw steamer, 4352 tons. Built Great Britain in 1904 by J.
Priestman & Co., Sunderland and owned at the time of her loss by Wilhelmsen's Dampsk. A/S
(Wilh. Wilhelmsen), Tonsberg, was a Norwegian steamer of 4352 tons; 2826 nrt, 7150 dwt. 355.0 x
50.1 x 28.0; triple expansion engine (Blair & Co. Ltd., Stockton), 344 nhp, 1810 ihp; Shipping
records show that the Fagelund was in constant work carrying coal from Australia to the USA, and
returning with timber. The reports indicate that she had very quick turn around times for her day.

Her grounding at Potter Point, the northern headland of Port Hacking, was significant because of
the size of the vessel, and was made all the more dramatic by the speculation that she may be a
total loss.

21 Sources: SMH 15/3/1880; Marine Board Register of NSW wrecks. Previously wrecked on 13 October 1879.
Comment of interest: Prosper Coulon, 1839-1875. Born in Maclean on the Clarence River, Coulon was a
champion sculler. He was described as the “Pocket Hercules”.
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“SS Thode Fagelund, On January 22nd, 1908, Thode Fagelund (Captain Spimks) was on voyage
from Adelaide to Sydney in ballast, when she was lost after running aground off Sydney, Cronulla
Beach.” (Friday, 24 January, 1908, the Sydney Morning Herald)

As it transpires, she was not on Cronulla “beach” but on the rocks off Potter Point, at the north
eastern extremity of Bate Bay. Further, the master of the vessel was Norwegian Captain Agerup,
and the vessel certainly was not lost.

The headlines remained grim: “Total Loss Feared!” “Thode Fagelund Wreck!” “...it is feared, will
become a total loss.” “Her bottom is pierced from end to end. In fact is practically torn out of her.”
“little hope is entertained of saving the Thode Fagelund.” “Local fishermen who know the coast
intimately do not think the Thode Fagelund will ever come off the rocks.” “The opinions still held in
nautical circles that the Thode Fagelund is doomed.”

Prior to her Cronulla incident in 1908, in December 1906, Thode Fagelund, whilst proceeding down
the harbour on her way to San Francisco, carried away her steering gear, and anchored in Watson's
Bay. The break was repaired during the night and was able to clear port soon after daylight this
morning.22

On Friday, 24 January, 1908, the Sydney Morning Herald’s headline was sensational with
forebodings for the Thode Fagelund:

“Thode Fagelund Wrecked. Ashore Near Cronulla Beach.Vessel. Out Of Her Course.

Total Loss Feared.

...the vessel reported to be in distress near Cronulla Beach proved to be the big Norwegian tramp
steam-ship Thode Fagelund, which, it is feared, will become a total loss.

She was on her way to Sydney in ballast from Adelaide, to be docked, and during a haze or fog of
exceptional density that hung on the coastline on Wednesday night ran ashore on Potter Point, at the
northern end of Cronulla Beach. The news was first brought to Sydney by the coastal steamers
Fearless?3 and Governor Blackall, the attention of both of which had been attracted by distress
signals, and at about 2 a.m. the pilot steamer Captain Cook was ... despatched to the scene. The
lifeboat crew were also summoned to be in readiness to proceed at a moment’s notice, but fortunately
their services were not required.

When Captain Cook returned to port and confirmed that it was the Thode Fagelund aground,

“The Thode Fagelund, which was out of her course, went ashore at half-past 8 at night, and
remained fast, the rocks piercing the bottom of the vessel. The position is an extremely dangerous
one, and even presuming that fine weather continues, there is but little probability of salvage
operations proving successful. Should heavy weather set in the steamer will quickly be dashed to
pieces. The Thode Fagelund is leaking, and occasionally bumps heavily on the rocky bottom. The
crew was never in imminent peril, and although quite a fleet of tugboats visited the scene yesterday,
all hands remain on board. Today an attempt is to be made to tow the stranded vessel into deep
water. It is somewhat remarkable that within a comparatively short period three big tramp
steamships under the Norwegian flag have been wrecked on the New South Wales coast. The
Thordis was totally lost near Port Stephens, the Fido became a hopeless wreck on the North Coast,
and now  but little hope is entertained of saving the Thode Fagelund.”

Three tugs stood by to render assistance at high tide. Captain Cook reported .. Potter Point is the
furthest eastward extension of a blunt promontory extending from Botany Bay to Cronulla Beach. It
is a portion of the rocky coast on which a vessel would soon go to pieces, but the cliffs do not exceed
180ft. in height right along to Cape Solander, and Kurnell, the (inside point, that is between it and
the beach, is an awkward reef, and from the narrative the tug masters and other witnesses it would
appear that this is where the steamer is lying. If this be the case the probability of towing her off is
very remote, especially as it is reported that the vessel has ground a hole under the fore part.”
(Brisbane Courier Friday 24 January 1908, page 2).

22 Australian Star , Sydney, Saturday, 22 December 1906, page 4.

23 The first news of the occurrence reached Sydney early this morning from the captain of the tug Fearless,
which had the schooner Lady Mabel in tow, but there was only conjecture as to the name of the vessel. The
steam collier Governor Blackall passed the stranded vessel about 11 p.m., but the officers were unable to
distinguish whether or not she was actually on the rocks.
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The Captain's Narrative.

"l Was Sure I Was Five Miles Off."”

The master, Captain Agerup, ascribes the disaster to the dense haze that enveloped the coastline on
Wednesday night preventing him from ascertaining his true position. Speaking yesterday, he said:—
"We struck at about half-past 8 on Wednesday night. The weather was very thick - a haze or fog due
to smoke obscured a view of the land - and misty rain was falling. We took soundings frequently
coming up the coast, and believed that we were well out to sea. Soundings taken a few minutes
before we struck indicated, according to my chart, that we were five miles off the land. About four
minutes before the mishap I noticed land immediately ahead, and at once gave the order 'Full speed
astern.’ The order was promptly obeyed, but we had too much way on to avert an accident. The
vessel slewed round, and we took the ground more gently than would have been the case had we been
steaming full speed ahead.

"Until I saw the outline of the land right in front of the steamer I imagined that we were in a safe
position...I felt confident that we were on the right course. The vessel went on the rocks bows on, and
of course vibrated from end to end. All hands felt the grating sensation. A moment after she struck
the Thode Fagelund swung round and turned almost bow out to sea. She was carried on a big reef
right ahead, which caused her to swerve. She is now in that position, heading about south-east, but
is perfectly up-right.”

... When I realised the seriousness of my position I at once fired rockets and burnt blue-lights. The
first vessel to come to us was the Sydney pilot steamer Captain Cook, shortly after 3 o'clock this
morning, and she stood by.”

"There was no panic?”

"No, certainly not,” the captain's wife, who accompanied him on the voyage, quickly interjected.
"Nothing like that occurs on our ships.”

... The crew numbers 30 all told. I was on the bridge at the time of the grounding, and have the
fullest confidence in my officers and men. They all remain on board quite comfortably housed, and I
have merely come ashore with my wife to make arrangements for salvage operations... The greater
part seems to be on a rocky bottom, but to me she does not seem to be hanging very fast, and she
draws 12 feet at high water. She has about 1000 tons of water ballast in her tanks, and is therefore
in light trim. I think we might have had a chance of refloating this afternoon if the tugs had turned
up.... It is at present impossible to say whether the Thode Fagelund will ever come off. Everything
depends upon the kind of tugs that I can secure and the salvage appliances you have in Sydney...I
have, of course, made several voyages to Sydney in the Thode Fagelund before this fatal one. I was
bringing her here to be docked. After docking she was to have gone to Newcastle to load a full cargo
of coal for the West Coast of South America - not San Francisco.” (Sydney Morning Herald, Friday 24
January 1908, page 7).

“Advantage was taken of the unusually high spring tide to make a third attempt to get her off the

rocks, and by means of haulage on ground tackle, the Thode Fagelund gradually moved forward.
Eventually the engines were brought into action, and the steamer slipped into deep water. The tug
Hero attended the vessel to the Heads, and she was floated into Mort's Dock in the afternoon.
Captain Spinks, marine surveyor, superintended salvage operations, and the saving of the Thode
Fagelund is said to be a record for the Australian coast.” (Mercury Hobart, Monday 3 February
1908, page 3).

Captain Christopher C. Spinks, of the firm of Vine, Hall and Spinks, marine surveyors had taken
charge of the operation. Spinks, having had notable service with the Union Company, had earlier
been appointed as Chief Marine Surveyor of the Sydney Underwriters’ Association and had
succeeded in many salvage operations . He commanded the Union liner Talune 1899 when she
searched for, located and took into tow the disabled steamer Perthshire, which had been adrift in
the Pacific for many weeks. He located her by sound deductive reasoning. In 1901 he located and
took into tow the disabled Monowai, returning her safely to port in New Zealand .

With a carrying capacity of 7400 tons, the salvage of the vessel represented the greatest feat of that
kind performed in Australian waters to that time. The efforts to recover her were complex. As well
as the efforts by Fenwick’s tugs Hero and Advance and the logistical support of the steamer Federal
(Emersen Brothers, of Balmain) the crew of the Fagelund were able to provide valuable support —
they had remained on board and her engines were fully functional (indeed their power was
required to keep her pumps working continually at full capacity).

“Smart Salvage Feat. The Thode Fagelund Floated. Vessel Steams Into Port.”
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After anchoring off Garden Island for several hours she proceeded to Mort's Dock, where she was to
be floated in for inspection. Some excitement occurred while the vessel was getting under way.
Captain Spinks, and other officials were leaving the vessel by launch. The little craft backed away
from the gangway, and before she could be checked was well under the stern of the big steamer. At
that moment the great propeller of the Thode Fagelund began to revolve, grazing the awning of the
launch aft of the spot where passengers had taken up a position. There was a tremendous splash
as the water was churned up. Some officials on the Customs launch shouted to the pilot on the
bridge to stop. The propeller stopped, but just in time, for another movement would have been
sufficient to have smashed up the launch and reduced the occupants to little pieces. After the
launch got clear, it was then found that she had been flooded, for everybody and everything was
enveloped in smoke and steam from the boiler of the little boat. The splash from the propeller of the
large vessel had extinguished the launch’s fires. The Customs launch took the party on board, and
towed the other launch to Fort Macquarie.

She was dry-docked at Mort’s Shipyards, Balmain where preliminary examination assessed the
damage.

The steamer Federal, which did so much of the rescuing work, remained at Cronulla to pick up the
ground tackle and anchors involved in hauling the vessel off the rocks..
The complexities of the salvage are described at Appendix 6.

Her repairs, like her salvage, were the largest ever undertaken to that time in Sydney Harbour.
These also are outlined in Appendix 6.

Fig 2. Thode Fergulund alongside at Mort’s Dock for repairs after her grounding at Potter Point.
( National Library)

Thode Fagelund, having survived her Potter Point ordeal with some fame, went on as a money-
earning merchantman but had misfortunes waiting for her far from Cronulla.

In October 1913, she just left Puget Sound for Australia laden with a full cargo of lumber, and had
a serious collision when about to set out on the run to Australia with the German barque Thielbek,.
Both sustained serious damage.24

24 Daily Commercial News and Shipping List, Monday 20 October 1913, page 4.

15



On March 12th, 1917, when on a voyage from Shanghai to Rotterdam with a cargo of sesame seed
(records differ as to the cargo), she was sunk by the German submarine UB-27 near the Noord
Hinder light vessel. There were no casualties.”?>

Tonsberg. Length 355 ft. Possibly lost at Cronulla Beach, 1908.

No records of her loss at Cronulla. Wilh. Wilhelmesen records show Tonsberg 1889 stranded 1894
at Tarufa after collision in the Straits of Gibralta.
https://www.theshipslist.com/ships/lines/wilhelmsen.shtml.

Tuggerah. Iron screw steamer, collier, 749/336 tons. #131540. Built Glasgow, Scotland, 1912 for
the Wallarah Coal Company; reg. Sydney, 69/1912. Lbd 186.3 x 28.9 x 12.6 ft. Arrived Sydney
heads 23 December 1912. Captain McConachie.

The Tuggerah capsized and sank after shipping a heavy sea a few miles south of Port Hacking,
NSW, off Marley Beach, 17 May 1919. Six crew including the captain, Chief Officer and Chief
Engineer were lost; eleven survived and landed on Cronulla Beach.

The Tuggerah was lost in a violent storm.

After loading 820 tons of coal at the Bulli Jetty on Saturday 17 May 1919, the Tuggerah put to sea
at 2.30 pm. The weather was not exceptionally rough when she left Bulli, but she was noticed to
have a slight list to port. Tuggerah left Bulli Jetty with the coal untrimmed, with a list to port and
with the hatch covers off, and 10 tons of coal was on the deck.

The Marine Court of Enquiry into the loss before Judge Backhouse :

“Very shortly afterwards. she was exposed to the full force of the seas. A southerly gale was
blowing. Tho master had told the wharfinger that he intended heaving to outside to complete the
trimming, but instead he continued straight on. He did, however, slow down to half speed. After a
time men were brought away from the No. 2 hold to concentrate on No. 1, but right up to the time
of the casualty, although they had got halfway to. Sydney, the covers were off No. 2 -hold, and only
partly fixed on the No. 1. It was said that the list increased. The end came quite suddenly.
According to the man at the wheel a series of large waves struck the vessel. She heeled right over

to port, and never righted. After this one lurch a heavy sea was shipped on the port side, and tho
water poured down the No. 2 hatch causing the vessel to capsize. ...the vessel turned bottom up in

a short space of time but a number of. the men -were able to get into one of the boats, which had
launched itself from the chocks. Others were rescued from the water, but six people unfortunately
were drowned.

The survivors rowed to Port Hacking. Questions arose' as to the stability of these colliers; whether
they were suitable for the trade, according to design, construction’, and internal fittings. With
three lost in quick succession.

Apprehensions existed that the boats might be dangerously tender. As far is the Navigation
Department knew, there was no reason to believe that the Tuggerah was lacking the requisite
stiffness, but the calculations regarding her equilibrium and the position of the metacentre would
need further consideration owing to the wrong plans- having been supplied by mistake. It was
intimated by Mr. Curtis that as the master and the chief officer were drowned; the evidence as to
the quantity of coal on board was not so complete as was desirable...In the course of the inquiry
Mr., Sullivan intimated that he did not question the construction or the stability of the ship. , .
According, to estimates given in the evidence, the vessel had on board upon leaving the Bulli jetty
835 tons of coal. Of this' 620- tons were loaded at the jetty on top of 215 tons already on board. The
quantity in the bunkers when she left Built was 27 tons...

The Court found that the ship, which was not loaded to her full capacity left Bulli with both
hatches off, and before the coal had been properly trimmed. The crew were, engaged trimming the
coal until shortly before the vessel foundered, and although the No. 1 hatch was on, it was not
properly secured, while No 2 hatch was open, and the trimming of the coal in No. 2 had not been
finished. The ship had a list to port when leaving, and this gradually increased. Some of the water
which necessarily came on board in the bad' weather, would find its way below and tend to bring
about this state of things. This combined with the fact that probably some of the coal- shifted
suddenly through the heavy sea — and there not being a complement, on board would make this
possible— caused the vessel to lurch to port until the water entered, probably by both hatches to
roll over, and then to founder. The Court expressed its sympathy with the relatives of tho.se who

25 Read more at wrecksite.eu.
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were lost, and congratulated the survivors 011 their good seamanship, which enabled them,
notwithstanding the heavy sea, to reach safety in one of the ship's boats. Judge Backhouse added-.
We are strongly of the opinion that before a ship leaves, the coal should be properly trimmed, and
tho hatches should be put on properly...It is only common sense that, especially in weather like
that described, the coal should be trimmed, and the hatches properly put on, before a vessel leaves.'
The whole cause of the trouble is — it is my own trouble sometimes — to do too much in too short a
time. 26

It was never explained why the captain decided to trim the boat and fix the hatches at sea,
especially knowing that conditions at sea were not good.

“... one survivor was Thorvald Thomsen. Six weeks earlier he had been absent from
the SS Myola when she sank (all the crew were in quarantine due to influenza) and almost 30
years later he survived the sinking of the SS Bombo.

Located in the early 1970s,...o0ff the northern headland of Wattamolla Beach.

Today the Tuggerah is lying on its port side at a maximum depth of almost 48 metres off
Wattamolla in Royal National Park. Like all of the older Sydney wrecks, the depth of the wreck has
not really protected the "Tug" and it has been greatly affected by the huge seas that pound the
Sydney coastline from time to time. While the rear of the ship is intact to a certain degree, the area
1in front of the boilers is totally destroyed by the combination of seas and rust.” 27

Writing in the Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday 4 June 1919, page 11, in regard to the verdict of
the Marine Court concerning the loss of the collier Tuggerah, Mr. T. J. Smith asks:” The facts
disclosed clearly indicate criminal neglect on somebody's part, and it is to be regretted that the
Court remained mute and indifferent to its duty, of placing the responsibility in the right quarter, Is
this frightful blunder to be permitted to pass without comment or recommendation from the" Court?
Are seamen to continue to undergo such risks, and no effort made to protect them? This is the third
collier with valuable lives lost -within a few months, and is it to be wondered that discontent should
be so rampant among seafaring men?”

The loss of the Tuggerah so soon after the loss of Undola off Wottamolla and the Myola north of
Sydney Heads gave rise to a Royal Commission into the loss of the Undola, Myola and Tuggerah.
See Appendix 1.

Woniora. Iron single screw steam collier, three masts rigged as a schooner, 250gr/160nt tons.
#46448. Built Newcstle Upon Tyne, 1863; reg. Sydney, 51/1863. Lbd 141 x 20.1 x 10.4 ft. Foundered
in heavy seas after rolling on her beam ends, five miles south-east of Botany Heads, 28 October
1882. Fifteen lost. 226 tons) Owner: Bulli Coal Company. Having built their coal-loading jetty at
Bulli, she was the first steamer purchased by the company to support daily coal supply services to
Sydney.

“ I have been seven years on the coast, and this was the worst weather I have ever experienced”... “I
think she is done. Let's get up as quick as we can;” Woniora’s newest crewman, Heindrich
Frederickson (10 days on board), was the only survivor of the Woniora when the vessel foundered
and sank in a severe storm late at night on Saturday, 28 October, 1882. As there were no
witnesses to the tragedy, it is only Frederickson’s testimony which gives any understanding of the
tragedy.

The Woniora had been loaded at Bulli Jetty that afternoon with 242 tons of coal into the three
holds. Before leaving Bulli, the holds had been trimmed and the hatches and tarps put in place
(sometimes ships left in rough conditions without trimming the coal - for example the SS Tuggerah
when she sank in 1919). When the ship set off for Sydney, Frederickson testified: “the weather was
very dirty when we left, and it increased after we left...the weather was bad immediately we left,
the water was flying all over.”

26 Daily Commercial News and Shipping List, Tuesday 3 June 1919, page 4.

27 Extract from http://www.michaelmcfadyenscuba.info/.
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When about four or five miles to the south-east of Botany Heads, and between 9 and 10 o'clock at
night, a heavy sea struck the vessel and caused her to founder almost immediately. All hands were
on deck at the time, except the engineer, who was below.

Frederickson’s story of the fate of the ship gives not just an account of her loss, but some
understanding of the tough circumstances of the life of those who manned the sixty — milers. At
the inevitable enquiry, Frederickson’s account is dramatic:

“I was a seaman on board the Woniora on the occasion of her being lost between Bulli and Sydney on
the 28th October, Saturday last ; I had been 10 days in her ; I have been over 25 years at sea ; I was
an A.B. in her ; she was lost about four hours after leaving Bulli ...we left as soon as the cargo was
in ; she had less in this time than we usually had as we got the hatches on quite easily, the cargo was
trimmed, the hatches were battened down, and a tarpaulin over with cleats and wedges ; the
weather was very dirty when we left, and it increased after we left...the weather was bad
immediately we left, the water was flying all over ; I did not think the vessel was in danger until just
before she foundered ; we kept our watches as usual, and everything went on as usual, until just
before the catastrophe...we were at least four miles from the land ; I am sure she did not strike
anything ; I don't think the cargo shifted, as it was trimmed and she was pretty full ; all hands were
on deck; we had taken in the fore-topsail half-an-hour before she foundered, and some of us went
into the galley, but it was struck by a heavy sea, and we went down below into the forecastle; while
we were down there the water commenced to pour down upon us and I said, "I think she is done.
Let's get up as quick as we can ;" the captain was on the bridge ; I heard him tell the man at the
wheel to put it hard up, but she was too much on her beam ends to answer it ; shipping so much
water threw her on her beam ends ; five minutes after I left the forecastle she foundered, right
abreast of Botany Heads ; I could not see any land at the time, for we were about five miles off shore,
and the weather was very bad, so thick that you could see nothing ; I have been seven years on the
coast, and this was the worst weather I have ever experienced ; the vessel had two boats, and there
was an attempt to clear them away, but in consequence of the position of the ship it was impossible
to do so properly ; I saved myself in a boat ; both boats got unhooked from the falls in the act of
lowering from the heavy sea ; I was swimming about some time before I got to the big boat, and 1
eventually managed to get into her, and lashed a plank across the gun-wale to prevent her turning
over again ; she was bottom upwards when I first got hold of her ; I think all hands perished about
the time ; I saved myself by getting into the boat ; I drifted into Botany Bay ; the boat went on to the
beach, and I watched a good chance and jumped out of her and got ashore ; the boat was washed up
after me, arid I tried to pull her up, the water being now comparatively smooth ; I got ashore about
2, I think ; I laid down and fell asleep, and when I awoke it was daybreak ; I then found shelter at
Mr. Beaker's house at Kurnell, south head of Botany Bay, and received hospitality there; I was
brought on to Sydney on the afternoon of the same day by the pilot steamer Captain Cook ; I believe
there was less cargo on the ship this time than on other occasions, but this time the hatches went on
easily, and at other times we could not get them on ; I cannot say whether she was overloaded or not
; I could not see the mark, she was jumping up and down so ; I cannot say why she was lost ; I don't
think the way she was loaded had anything to do with it ...

there was a boat aft ; it was not lowered ; we could not get at it ; I was trying to loose it when an
explosion took place; the Woniora's boiler burst ; at this time she was level with the water, but it had
nothing to do with the foundering of the vessel ; water must have got down in the engine-room, she
was so much on her beam ends ; I believe the captain was looking out for the loading ; I was down
below then ; no water got down in the engine-room until the vessel was on her beam ends, and she
was only a short time on her beam ends before she sunk” (Sydney Mail and New South Wales,
Saturday 4 November 1882, page 805).

(Thirroul History in Photos). Charles Beaker was a fisherman at Kurnell. There are accounts that
Frederickson was led to Beaker’s house by the crowing of a cock. Getting Frederickson’s story,
Beaker sailed across to La Perouse to the Custom Station and from there authorities were informed
by telegraph.

The famous pilot steamer, Captain Cook, was despatched to Botany Bay to search for survivors.
Wreckage was found on Bare Island, including the ship's binnacle. Other wreckage from the
Woniora was washed ashore at Botany. The wreckage included a plank with the name Woniora
painted on it in two places, boats, rudder, four hatches, a door and other items. No bodies were
recovered.28 The Captain Cook collected Frederickson and at about 9.30 or 10 pm on Sunday 29
October 1882 they arrived back in Sydney Harbour.

28 Source: Thirroul History in Photos.
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It is not clear how many crew actually died. Most news accounts were of 17 lives lost. A few reported
15, and in “The Vanished Fleet” Max Gleeson lists the names of 15, with Frederickson as the sole
survivor.

The Marine Board found that “the vessel was lost through being deeply laden, and probably driven too
fast to contend against exceptionally heavy weather. As the master had discretionary power in loading
her, the Board only attributed the accident to the weather and other perils of the sea.””

Max Gleeson writes...”I first became aware of the wreck in the 1980’s, however, the location was

well guarded... In 1985 , I decided to make a concerted effort to locate the wreck...The whereabouts of
the wreck had been known only by a select number of fishermen. After two years...I was able to track
down the position of the vessel in May 1987.”*°

@ Wrecksite “located May 1987 in 63 metres, too deep for recreational diving on air. A reasonable
amount of the wreck remains, but is deteriorating rapidly, with the bow having collapsed
completely. Much wreckage covered in sand, but that which is exposed has excellent marine
growth.” (M. McFadyen).

Wild Wave. Ketch. Lost near Cronulla, NSW, 1852. - lost 1853?
No records found for this vessel.

Post Script

Tragedy was a constant in the early days of shipping and Fred’s list captured just some of them.
Many involved the tragic loss of lives. Some ships left port, like Nemesis, never to be seen again.
The Thode Fergalund was noteworthy on Fred’s list because of the unprecedented size of the vessel
and the consequential magnitude of the recovery and repair effort.

Not many years after Fred’s notes, the vessel Kouris ran aground on Wanda Beach. The following
is an extract from the Australian Transport safety Bureau’s Incident report:

Outline Of Incident.

At 1142 Eastern Standard Time (EST) on 24 1989 July the Cypriot flag liquefied gas carrier
"Kouris” anchored off Bate Bay, New South Wales.

During the afternoon the westerly wind dropped to light airs. At about 2330 EST the wind began to
freshen backing to a little east of south. At about 0315 EST on 25 July the officer of the watch
reported to the Master that the ship was drifting. Initial attempts to start the engine failed and the
second anchor was dropped. At about 0335 EST the ship grounded in shoal water near Merries Reef.
Driven by the wind and sea the "Kouris” was blown clear of the shoal water. Although the engines
were available at about 0345EST the rudder failed to operate. At approximately 0418EST the ship
grounded on Cronulla Beach and by 0436 it was apparent that the ship could not be freed by use of
its engines at that time, and assistance was requested through Sydney Harbour Control.

The ship (was) eventually refloated at 0315 EST on 27 July 1989 and berthed in Sydney late on 27
July to assess damage.

The Sydney Pilot steamer Captain Cook has featured constantly as a response vessel when vessels
were in distress off Sydney’s coast. There have been 3 generations of Captain Cook pilot vessels,
each having a distinctive yacht-like appearance. Over their lives, they were an institution in
Sydney’s maritime life, they were picturesque at their moorings at Watsons Bay, or steaming
through the Heads serving shipping in their pilotage role. Because of its prominence in some of the
stories, pictures of the particular Captain Cook, No 2, is included at Appendix 9

29 Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners' Advocate Wednesday 8 November 1882, page 2.
30 Max Gleeson, “The Vanished Fleet of the Sydney Coastline”.
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Appendix 1
Fred Matson’s List

Extract of Page 5, Fred Matson’s Recollections

“...A southerly that reached gale force brought disaster to the steamship Nemesis, her
886 tons were no match for the Cronulla Bombora. It was July 1904 and she foundered
with a loss of twenty one lives, only one survivor managed to swim ashore and walk to
Sutherland where he arrived two days after the tragedy. The expression, a Nemesis gale,

commemorated the disaster for years after whenever strong southerlies hit the port.

There were many more ships wrecked or foundered in the Port hacking area, with lives

lost.

Woniora, 135 ton steamship in 1881 with 15 lives lost;

Alice Jane, schooner was found bottom-side up on the beach in June 1881
Wild Wave, ketch wrecked at Cronulla in 1853

Black Duck, ¢ « « « « o« o« o« o«

Pioneer. Ketch, 38 tons, wrecked at Cronulla in 1853

Albion, schooner stranded Port hacking in March 1879

Prosper Colon, schooner stranded Port Hacking in March 1879

Adelphoi, barque wrecked Port hacking in March 1867

Merchantman, 184 ton brigantine wrecked on Bombora rock Port Hacking 1882
Malua, steamship wrecked Port hacking in 1886

Hilda, 135 ton steamship foundered off Port Hacking in 1883

Thode Fragelund, Norwegian steamship was stranded at Cronulla in 1898

Tuggerah, steamship foundered south of Port Hack
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Appendix 2
Commemorative Plaques, Cronulla Mall
A series of plaques in pavement of Cronulla Mall commemorate the losses of a number of coastal

trading vessels adjacent to the Shire. No further comment is offered for those vessels mentioned in
Fred Matson’s list. The text with the other vessels listed here is as that which is on the plaque.

Koonya Wrecked off Cronulla 25th January, 1898.

“The coastal steamer “Koonya” left Moruya for Sydney with 14 passengers which included a
number of women and children. The weather became very bad and, at 3.00am the steamer ran
ashore on a fungus growth patch at North Cronulla Beach. When daylight came, lifeboats were
launched and all passengers were taken ashore. The action of the large seas soon broke up
“Koonya” and wreckage was strewn along the beach. Many of the 1,222 cheeses and 25 of the 39
pigs carried on board were also on the beach. By 9.00am no one else had appeared, so Captain
Nicholson sent one of the crew across country to Sutherland for assistance. The Koonya was a
coastal steamer of 118 tons and was built in Newcastle in 1887.”

See also Appendix 8.

The plaque for “Koonya”in the pavement in Cronulla Mall
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